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RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

General
RuLE 1

Theserules, established in accordance with Regulation 4 of the
General Regulations, are adopted by the Executive Council under
the authority of the Convention and of the General Regulations of
theWorld Meteorological Organization. Inthe event of any conflict
between any provision of these rules and any provision of the
Convention or of the General Regulations, thetexts of thelatter two
documents shall prevail.

Sessions
RULE 2

(@) The provisional agenda for a session of the Executive
Council shall be prepared by the President in consultation with the
Secretary-Generadl;

(b) Subject to the conditions mentioned in (c) and (d), it shall
include, apart from items listed in Regulation 155 of the General
Regulationsand thosereferred to it by Congress, all items proposed
by the President, members of the Executive Council, the regional
associations, the technica commissions, the United Nations,
international organizations authorized by virtue of agreements or
working arrangementsto submit items, and the Secretary-General;

() Theexplanatory memorandum to the provisional agenda
shall be prepared by the Secretary-General;



(d) No item can be added to the provisional agenda unless
accompanied by an explanatory memorandum summarizing the
problem to be discussed. No item relating to the field of activity
of aregiona association or technical commission will beincluded
in the agenda before the body in question has examined it.

RuLE 3

Each member or invited organization shall notify the
Secretary-General of the names of the persons who will attend the
session intheir name by virtue of Regulations 18, 141, 142 and 143
of the General Regulations, or who will accompany them by virtue
of Regulation 153 of the General Regulations. This notification
shall be conveyed by aletter signed by the member or by aperson
authorized by him to do so and, in the case of an international
organization, by the responsible officer. The letter of invitation
addressed by the President of the World Meteorological
Organization to an expert shal be regarded as appropriate
credentials.

RuLE 4

When a member objects to the admission of a person other
than another member, that person shall attend with the same rights
as he would normally enjoy, until the Executive Council has
examined the case and has taken a decision.

RuLE 5

On the demand of at least two members present at ameeting,
and in all elections, voting shall be by secret ballot.



RULE 6

Inall voting by secret ballot, two tell ers sel ected from amongst
the members present shall be appointed to count the votes.

RuULE 7

Apart from the opening meeting of the session, which is
public, and meetingsin camera, meetings of the Executive Council
shall normally be private.

When there are specia circumstances, the Executive Council
may decideto hold all or part of ameeting in public.

RULE 8

On agreement by two-thirds of the members present, a
meeting of the Executive Council will be held in camera. Insucha
case, the meeting shall be confined to the members of the Council,
defined in Article 13 of the Convention, to observers (if any)
representing the President or Vice-Presidents, and to such additional
persons as may be agreed to.

RULE 9

Subject to Rule 8, the Secretary-General shall act in the
capacity of Secretary in all meetings of the Executive Council and
its committees. He may designate one of the senior officers of the
Secretariat to act as his representative.



RuLE 10

The Secretary-Genera or his representative may, subject to
Regulations 94 and 95 of the General Regulations, make oral as
well aswritten statementsto the Executive Council,, its committees
or working groups, concerning any question under consideration.

Votes by correspondence
RuLE 11

The result of a vote by correspondence by members of the
Executive Council, in the form of the number of votes cast for and
against and the number of abstentions, shall be communicated to all
members of the Council.

Except in asecret ballot by correspondence, alist showing the
votes of members of the Executive Council shall be sent to any
member, on request, provided such arequest isreceived within 180
days of the close of the ballot and unless two or more members of
the Council have requested, before the voting terminates, that this
information be not communicated.

Distribution of Executive Council documents

RuLE 12

The distribution of non-confidential documentation
(documents, working papers and minutes) for a session of the
Executive Council shall be restricted to members of the Executive
Council, other participants at the session and, upon request, to the
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United Nations specialized agencies and other international
organi zations with which the Organi zation has established working
arrangements.

All such documentation shall be marked “Restricted”.

Members of the Organization wishing to receive all or some of
the above-mentioned documentation are entitled to receive one copy
of each on request to the Secretary-General. The distribution
to such Members of pre-session documentation will be made at the
sametime as the normal distribution; all other documentation will
be sent after the session. Such requests shall be valid only for one
session.

Documentation for meetings in camera shall be distributed
only to the participants at such meetings.

Approval of minutes
RuLE 13

As soon as possible after the end of each session of the
Executive Council, the Secretariat shall send by airmail, to the
personswho attended the session, those of the minuteswhich were
not submitted to the session.

The recipients will be requested to send to the Secretariat
within 60 days of the date of dispatch any alterations proposed to
their statements or any remarks on the minutes. Minutesfor which,
during this period, no alterations or comments are received or for
which the amendments proposed are of a minor or of an editorial
nature only, are approved. For other minutes, the proposed
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corrections and comments will be circulated amongst the other
participants as soon asreceived. They will berequested to send their
comments, if any, to the Secretariat within 60 days.

After thisperiod al aterationsand comments received will be
forwarded to the President of the Organization whenever necessary,
together with the rel evant extracts taken from the recordings of the
meetings. If the extracts tally with the proposed alterations and
comments, the President may approve the minutes. If there is
disagreement in substance as to what was said or done, approval
shall be deferred until the next session. The relevant facts will be
communicated by the President to those who participated in the
session and to the members of the Executive Council who did not
attend the session.

Indication of preference
RuULE 14

When the Executive Council has to select a person from two
or more candidates for a post or office, or for the award of a
distinction, it will indicate a preference amongst the candidates
submitted by secret ballot, in accordance with the procedure
described in Regulation 198 of the General Regulations,
substituting the words “member of the Executive Council” for
“principal delegate of the Members’ and “ Executive Council” for
“Congress’, and the following provision being inserted at the end
of sub-paragraph (a): “If during the separate vote of preference al
the candidates receive an equal number of votes, one of them shall
be eliminated by the drawing of lots.”
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When the Executive Council has to select two or more
candidates, the same method shall be applied with the following
modifications: each member shall nominate as many candidates as
there are posts to fill or distinctions to award, and the procedure
shall cease when the number of candidatesremaining isequal tothe
number of candidates to be selected; a candidate who, in any stage
of the proceedings, obtains two-thirds of the votes for and against
shall be appointed or sel ected and the procedure shall continue only
if there are still poststo fill or distinctions to award.

Designation* of acting members
RuLE 15

For the designation, during asession of the Executive Council,
of an acting member in accordance with Regulation 144 of the
General Regulations, the Council shall establish alist of eligible
candidates fulfilling the conditions of Article 13(c) of the
Convention. It will be confined to those candidates coming from the
same Region as the outgoing member and consisting of :

(a) Candidates proposed by the Nomination Committee, if
such acommittee has been set up;

(b) Candidates proposed from the floor by members of the
Executive Council .

* Tenth Congress reiterated the decision of Ninth Congress that the word
“designated” in Regulation 142 (present Regulation 144) of the General
Regulations should continue to mean “elected” until Congress decides
otherwise (paragraph 10.3.2 of the general summary of the abridged report of
Tenth Congress).
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When there is only one candidate, the candidate shall be
declared elected.

Whenthelist of candidatesiscomplete, the candidateis chosen
during a meeting in camera in accordance with the indication of
preference procedure (see Rule 14), with the exception that this
designation of an acting member will be by a simple mgjority as
described in Regulation 63(b) of the General Regulations.

RuLE 16

(8 The election of an acting member in accordance with
Regulation 144 of the General Regulations may also be conducted
by correspondenceif the President of the Organization considersit
necessary after consulting the members of the Executive Council
and if the vacancy has occurred at least 225 days before the next
session of the Executive Council;

(b) In this case, the list of candidates fulfilling the
conditions of Article 13(c) of the Convention shall be confined to
those dligible candidates coming from the same Region as the
outgoing member proposed by members of the Executive Council
within 30 days of the announcement of the vacancy;

(c) The Secretary-General shall verify that all personswhose
names have been submitted in accordance with the conditions of
paragraph (b) are willing to be considered as candidates. For this
purpose, aperiod of 30 daysshall be allocated, after which he shall
establish afinal list accordingly;
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(d) When there is only one such candidate, the candidate
shall be declared elected;

(e) If the list includes several names, a secret ballot
by correspondence shall be organized. Regulations 71(a), 73 and
82 of the General Regulations shall apply. The candidate who
obtains a simple majority as described in Regulation 63(b) of the
General Regulations shall be elected as an acting member of the
Executive Council. If the designation is not made at the first ballot
the decision shall be left to the next session of the Executive
Council.

Establishment of thelist of candidatesfor theIMO
(International M eteorological Organization) Prize

RuLE 17

The IMO Prize shall be awarded annually by the Executive
Council for outstanding work in the field of meteorology or in any
other field referred to in Article 2 of the Convention.

The Secretary-General shall send to all Membersof WMO
a circular letter informing them of the Executive Council
decisions concerning the IMO Prize and inviting them to submit
the names of al potential recipients, accompanied in each case
by astatement of about one page on the qualificationsand merits
of each candidate. A curriculum vitae and alist of publications
should be attached to the statement.
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The number of candidates submitted by aMember for agiven
Prize should not exceed three.

A candidature submitted for a given Prize shall normally be
retained on the list of candidates for subsequent Prizes during that
financial period.

Any candidaturereceived after the opening of asession of the
Executive Council shall not be considered at that session, but shall
be taken into consideration for all subsequent Prizes during that
financial period.

The names of candidates presented by Members will be
referred to a Selection Committee if they do not fall into either of
the following categories:

e Members of the Executive Council who, as electors, are not
eligible for the award during their term of office as members
of the Executive Council;

e Candidates who are no longer aive on the date of their
nomination. The award may nevertheless be made posthum-
ously to a candidate who dies between the date of his
nomination and the award of the Prize.

A Selection Committee consisting of four members of the
Executive Council shall be appointed at each session of the
Executive Council to prepare, in readinessfor the following session
of the Executive Council, a list of not more than five names for
consideration by the Executive Council, which shall makethe final
selection by secret ballot. The Selection Committee shall change
one member each year.
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Choice of therecipient of theIMO
(International Meteorological Organization) Prize

RuLE 18

(@ A list of candidates designated by the Selection
Committee shall be distributed under confidential cover to each
member of the Executive Council at least 48 hours before the final
decisionistaken. Thelist shall be accompanied by statementson the
qualificationsand merits of the candidates appearing therein. These
statements shall be reproduced as received from the authorities
presenting these candidates,

(b) Therecipient shall be selected during a plenary meeting
held in camera, using the indication of preference procedure (see
Rule 14).

Invitation to presidents of technical commissions
to attend meetings of the Executive Council

RuLE 19

Under the provisions of Article 19(d) of the Convention and
Regulation 154(a) of the General Regulations, the presidents of
technical commissions or ex-presidents, under whose direction a
session of acommission has been held since the preceding session
of the Executive Council, may be invited to a session of the
Executive Council at the discretion of the President.
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Invitation to hydrological advisersto presidents of regional
associationsto attend meetings of the Executive Council

RuLE 20

Under the provisions of Regulation 154(b) of the Genera
Regulations, hydrological advisers to presidents of regiona
associations should, at the discretion of the President, beinvited to
a session of the Executive Council which deals with policy
questionsrelated to hydrology and water resources.

Consideration of abridged final reportsof sessionsand
inter-sessional decisions of regional associations and
technical commissions

RuLE 21

The Executive Council shall consider the abridged final
reports of sessions of regional associations and technical
commissions submitted to it by the Secretary-General in accordance
with the provisions of Regulation 115 of the General Regulations.
The results of the consideration of each report shal be dealt
with by aresolution of the Executive Council. Thisresolution shall
first contain aformal statement that the report has been noted and
shall aso include any general observations, approved by the
Council.

As appropriate, the resolution shall further contain:

(8 The list of recommendations submitted which were
adopted as resolutions of the Executive Council;
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(b) Statements concerning the action to be taken on those
recommendations which were not adopted as resolutions of the
Executive Council. Such statements shall contain specificinformation
on the action concerning the recommendations to be taken by the
president or body to which responsibility for action is entrusted;

() Thecomments of the Council on resolutions upon which
it considersit desirableto expressitsviewsor issuedirectivesto the
constituent body which passed the resolution. If any resolution
included inthereport isnot mentioned, it impliesthat the Executive
Council sees no objection to the proposed course of action. This
doesnot imply, however, formal approval of the technical aspects of
such action.

Copies of the resolution of the Executive Council to which
referenceismadein thefirst paragraph of thisrule shall begiventhe
same distribution as the report to which the resolution applies.

Inal cases, the abridged report of the Executive Council will
contain a statement about the report submitted.

RuLE 22

Inter-sessional decisions of regional associationsand technical
commissions, adopted by correspondence, shall be submitted by
their respective presidents to the Executive Council together with
any comments received by the Secretary-Genera thereon, in
accordance with the provisions of Regulation 125 of the General
Regulations.

The results of their consideration by the Executive Council
shall be recorded, as appropriate, in aresolution of the Executive
Council or in the general summary of the report of its session.
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Action to betaken by the President of the Organization in
accor dance with Regulation 9(5) on recommendations of
regional associations and technical commissions

RuLE 23

At the request of the president of a regiona association or
technical commission, the President of the Organization shall take
action in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 9(5) of the
General Regulations on a recommendation adopted by that body
during session or by correspondence, if such action cannot be
deferred until the next session of the Executive Council. For this
purpose the Secretary-General shall provide the President with the
comments of other associationsand commissions concerned onthe
recommendation(s) in accordance with the provisions of Regulation
125 of the General Regulations, as appropriate.

The President of the Organization shall fix the date of
implementation of any recommendation which he has approved in
accordance with Regulation 9(5) of the General Regulations. In
fixing this date the President shall take due account of the interval
necessary for the Secretary-General to give appropriate notification
of the decision. The Secretary-General shall inform the president of
the body which submitted the recommendation of the action taken
onit.

RULE 24

When the President of the Organization decidesto conduct an
exchange of opinion prior to a vote by correspondence, the
Secretary-General shall collect opinions expressed and shall
communicate them to the members of the Council. The same
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procedure will be followed in the case of an exchange of opinion
between Members of the Organization, as awhole, prior to avote
being taken. A period of 30 days shall be alotted for such an
exchange of opinion between members of the Executive Council. A
period of 60 days shall be allotted for such an exchange of opinion
between Members of the Organization.

RuLE 25

After a vote by correspondence the Secretary-General shall
inform the president of the body which submitted the recommen-
dation of the results of the vote and, if these are favourable, shall
notify him of the text of the resolution thus adopted.

RULE 26

If the President of the Organization decidesthat neither avote
by correspondence nor action in accordance with the provisions of
Regulation 9(5) of the General Regulations shall be taken on a
recommendation, the Secretary-General shall inform the president
of the constituent body which madeit of thereasonsfor the decision
and shall arrange for the recommendation to be submitted to the
next session of the Executive Council .

Review of the past resolutions of the Executive Council

RuLE 27

In accordance with the provisions of Regulation 155(9) of the
General Regulations, the Executive Council resolutionsin force will
be reviewed at each session of the Council.
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(8 Notwithstanding the provisionsof thisrule, thereview of
previous resolutions may be dispensed with, at the discretion of the
Executive Council, at its short session held immediately after a
Congress, if the time available does not permit this work to be
carried out. All such resolutions will then be deemed to remain in
force with the exception of those which may be superseded by new
resolutions adopted at that session. Any working group or panel of
experts established by a previous resolution of the Executive
Council, unless specifically dissolved by decision of the Council,
will therefore automatically continue to exist until the next session
of the Council within the meaning of Regulation 32 of the General
Regulations;

(b) Past resolutions should beincorporated asfar aspossible
in any subsequent resolution adopted on the same subject.
Resolutionsthusincorporated will not be kept in force. Resolutions
which are partly obsolete should be replaced by revised texts
containing only those parts which are maintained;

(c) As far as appropriate, the substance of the Executive
Council resolutions should be included in an appropriate WMO
publication such as Technical Regulations, Working Arrangements,
Rules of Procedure, Saff Rules, etc., provided that the publication
has the required status;

(d) Whenthe date on which aresolution ceased to beinforce
is not specified, that resolution shall be cancelled on the date on
which the session closes;

(e) Resolutions of the Executive Council adopted by
previous sessions and kept in force by the last session shall be
published in a separate publication.





