FIVE 24 x 7 STORM WATCH CENTRES ON NARGIS

1. Multi Hazard Early Warning Centre

2. National Meteorological Centre

3. Naypyitaw Meteorological Centre
(Back up)

4. Mingalardon Aviation Forecasting
Centre

5. All coastline observatories (Back up
and main present weather
survelliance on NARGIS along

Myanmar coastline)



Websites used in cyclone monitoring

ph.nmci.navy.mil/jtwc.php

P
1twe (JTWC)
4 http //www.imd.gov.in/section/satmet/
dynamic/insatsector-ir.htm (IMD)

¢ http://www.imd.gov.in/section/satmet/
dynamic/insatsector-ir.htm (TMD)

¢ http://www.monsoondata.org/wx/india.
fest.htm! (NCEP)

¢ http://www.jma.go.jp/en/gms/index.ht
m!?7 (JMA)

¢ http://en.allmetsat.com/images/afwa_i
agms_ir.php (MTSAT-India-China-
Infrared)

& http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/tropic/tropic.
htmI (University of Wisconsin Madisan

€ http:/ /forecast.mssl.ucl.ac.uk/shadow/tr
acker/dynamic/ZOOSOlB P.html
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26" — 3rd May, 2008

SW Bay, WC Bay & adjoining EC Bay

Ayeyerwady, Yangon &Bago Divisions,
Mon & Kayin States

Severe Cyclonic storm (Category-2)




Type of Warnings issued During
the Storm

¢ Daily weather bulletin
¢ Special Storm News
¢ Four Stage warnings
= Pre-Cyclone watch
= Cyclone Alert
= Cyclone Warning
= Post Landfall outlook
¢ Warnings for designated officials
¢ Warnings for Port Authorities
¢ Warnings for Aviation
¢ Warnings for Navy



Number of storm alert bulletins, storm warnings issued by
DMH

NMC Aviation
25-4-2008 Special News
26-4-2008 Special News
27-4-2008 Storm News
28-4-2008 Special Storm News
29-4-2008 Storm Alerts
30-4-2008 Storm Warnings
1- 5-2008 Storm Warnings
2- 5-2008 Storm warnings
3- 5-2008 Storm arnings

O N OO A W N NN
N NN NN NN NN

*Starting from the evening of 2"d May, special storm warnings
with possible storm affected specific areas are issued hourly to
all news media. National televisions televised all hourly news
continuously in footnote rolling format without a break.




Mode Dissemination of Cyclone
Warnings

= Port Wireless
" AFTN (Aviation)

:Ie:ePfhone " Websites
cle-tax = Radio/TV
O VHF

_ = Print Media
¢ Emails = Mobile Phones



Warnings were sent to

National Media (Newspapers, TVs(4 channels),
Radios (MRTV and City FM)

NDMC (National Disaster Management Committee)

NDRC (National Disaster Risk Committee)

Prime Minister Office

Ministry Defence (Central Head Quarters)

Secretary of State Office

Naval Head Quarters

Air Force Head Quarters

Ministry of Transport

Ministry of Home Affairs

Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement.

Chairman Office, Rakhine State

Chairman Office, Ayeyarwady Division

Chairman Office, Yangon Division

Naval Commander Office at Heingyi

NGOs, UN Offices, other relevant organizations

Local Authorities (Rakhine, AYeyarwady, Yangon)

Four Phone line service for Public Information



! ‘ Forecasts from other Agencies

ADPC Generated Experimental Forecast
of

Tropical Cyclone in the Bay of Bengal
(NARGIS)

(with 25-04-2008 12 UTC initial condition and
valid of forecast up to 120 hrs (i.e. 04-05-2008 12 UTC)
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The storm is crossing

w Myanmar coastal areas

In Ayeyarwady division

The PR of Myanmar
with WMO
Invited the national
newspaper reporters
to have a special report
on the
severe threat imposed
by NARGIS
For the General Public
as well as to
all general audience on
1st May 2008.
It was published in all
national newspapers
on the morning of 2
May, 2008,
36 hours ahead of
the storm landfall.
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The storm was about 450 miles away
from the coast when the PR made the
interview. The interview was made
At around 4 p.m. on 1st May, 2008

In his message, the PR warned that

The storm could be disastrous,

|
|
|
|
|
|

due to heavy rain, violent winds
and storm surges. He also warned
the people that the cyclone is
severe and is heading towards the
Ayeyarwady Division and is
forecast to cross the coast within
36 hours.

He warned all communities to do
their best for all precautionary
measures. He also warned that

Yangon, the capital, could be faced

With heavy rains and strong winds,



¢hoBEiBadecheaduy awomdgprogadedTamaoaSe [GaSapup:
eBanorts o heoreaSizy mfeopSevaSizieon et ot
aocrkigfochascill frecoomybecsens apiEeylibizoe ¥
sopypand Siophieglol eopabeuilBlg eqpanreoiigeodilaade
a3¥reqzypad Srophiagton clgfamepogd “eog Mhoox
odcouSendy 4Bl Biondeldeclepelandn ¢oflimelys
yoob G813t yrobydotbinngS crfsaileSimtan eoticos
ReoieniEe nabBionpSegogrorneqelontn ew dqodedydiqodng
co 0B (cen) byobBesh GhopmbifioniicBoSeapod chobeo
REcTEn phoBtinS cobylogtds s00siGiciciechif
B BE: BeauprcopbincdeqpBREde@nts” dpi@mapss I
GGt godedoiiingd Blergiembifiotio} ofeqad
Bodechiln  epoctodl: deoiPiicacogpr  ¢ioREaadiqfd
oSt $hAEErd yioRBeaup: 3amyatiBommaon
cepod§iep mb:§ronfreaney GaSapyp: ARy Aadelol:
apbereqppad B:ghiogion soaboocbelgfoi

*afpdigodog
ofeqpad ofodeci§Edloncs””

“JQ"‘(""\)H“”&'P\'M&

(310038 §recoom0gd ecoeea
atergdidigoe p¥ETreqypad)

The storm is heading
> Towards Myanmar

Watch out for
Storm Surges

along coastal areas
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The PR has also
warned that there

is also a high
potential of inland
floodings

somewhere 15-40
miles away from
the river mouths
along the seven
rivers in the
Deltaic area.
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That is the story
One of the local resident
~ Admitted that they know the
Warning in 48 hours in
| advance. Since they have been
living in the coastal areas
throughout their lives, they feel
| that They are so familiar with
the sea. Winds and seas are
daily phenomena. However,
| due to the storm warning they
did take some precautions- Just
| stay home and not to go work
to sea. They admitted they
| never expect such an impact,
even by the elders, who had
been living in the area for more
than 80-90 years.



CONCLUSION

SCS "NARGIS”01B08 was a very peculiar.
Due to the influence of SCS NARGIS, the death toll of NARGIS was the

highest in the historical record of Myanmar.

The Element of Hazard are of significant as
(1) At its severe stage while crossing the southern Ayeyarwady
(2) Moving straight Eastwards along the coastline.

(3) On landfall NARGIS was almost stationary for about four hours.

(4) The system is phenomenal in the sense that the intensity
and track had never experienced before for the Deltaic area.




Evacuation Works

—

- Evacuations works were able to do at some extent.

- All airplanes owned by the Government, the international airlines, foreign
companies were moved to a safer place from the Mingaladon Airport
36 hours ahead. No damage was found.

- All visitors, tourists, and many local people from Chaungtha and Ngwe

Saung Beach Resorts were removed from the area 48 hours ahead.

- All 50 groups of UN workers who were undertaking their respective works in
the area were removed from their area of assignment in the storm
strike area before the storm made the landfalls and all were
saved. (UNDP report)

- The commander in-charge of the Heingyi Naval Base had sent SMS

messages received from DMH to all 300 mobile users regularly till the centre

was about 14 miles away from the coast.

-Many local people admitted that they know the warning 48 hours in advance
They thought that they stayed at home and not going out to sea for
work was enough for storm preparedness.

- Many victims admitted that they never expect such a force of impact.

—




