Like-Minded Group Proposal

A group of countries
, including the African Block, has requested that the High Level Taskforce take account of the General Principles and address the Factors listed below when undertaking its work:

General Principles
1. National governments shall play a central role in all aspects relating to the GFCS including its development, operation, governance and usage;

2. The GFCS must have an equitable, balanced and transparent inter-governmental structure responsible to the WMO Congress;

3. The GFCS must be consistent with the principles and provisions of the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol particularly with regard to the principle of equity and “Common But Differentiated Responsibilities” as well as the provision by developed to developing countries of financial resources, transfer of technology and capacity building.  The implementation of the GFCS shall depend upon full implementation of these commitments by developed countries;

4. National governments retain ownership of the data collected and generated in relation to the GFCS with its sharing and application to be intergovernmentally agreed upon in a data protection agreement.  Further, provision of data should not result in any new commitment or obligations for developing countries including under the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol as well as any subsequent agreements or processes; and,
5. Noting that the GFCS will be critically dependent on significant enhancement of the Climate Prediction so as to be enable to develop the appropriate Climate Services, the primary focus of the GFCS should be on enhancing prediction ability, particularly through the development of national capacities in developing countries. 
Factors to be addressed in completing the work of the HLT

A.
Global Prediction Capability:

I)  Existing, global capacity to deliver climate prediction, inter alia in the following areas:

(a) Ability/capacity in terms of time (months/seasonal) and spatial scales; 
(b) Data Collection (parameters) for Climate Prediction – on basis of what mandate (decision/resolution), by whom, standardisation of data, confidentiality, commercial usage, sharing amongst whom, on what basis, analysis by which institutions, governance structures, of such institutions, cost sharing or formula; 
(c) Technology and equipment used and provided by whom and at what cost; and,
(d) The role of national meteorological institutions, regional and global institutions including the WMO;

II) Projected, global climate prediction capability, inter alia in the following areas:

(a) Ability/capacity in terms of time (seasonal, interannual and decadal) and spatial scales;
(b) Time line for capacity increases – indicative (achievable by);
(c) Additional, upgraded technological inputs and equipments required and their cost;
(d) New institutions/facilities at what level – global, regional, national – and governance structure and costs.  The opportunities for representative participation in such global and regional institutions or facilities by scientists from developing countries;
(e) Data Collection for Climate Prediction – additional parameters to be collected, nature and extent, standardization, collection by, to be received by, to be analyzed by.
(f) HLTF to suggest a separate agreement on GFCS climate prediction data which would address confidentiality issues including prohibition for use in other international instruments such as the UNFCCC as well as for commercial advantage by non-authorized recipients.  The national governments would have ownership of data and the analysis resulting there from.
(g) Capacity building and funding requirements;
(h) Applications/Climate Services on basis of enhanced global prediction ability to be achieved; and,
(i) Indicators/benchmarks for review of the success of implementation;
B. Global climate services/applications

I)  Existing global climate services/applications

(a) Applications/climate services offered, to whom, at what cost

(b) The role of national meteorological institutions, regional and global institutions including the WMO;

(c) Data Collection (parameters) for Climate services – on basis of what mandate (decision/resolution), by whom, standardisation of data, confidentiality, commercial usage, sharing amongst whom, on what basis, analysis by which institutions, governance structures, of such institutions, cost sharing or formula; 
(d) Technology and equipment used and provided by whom and at what cost;

(e) Projected global climate services/applications

(f) National governments to be provided with a global climate prediction model which is on an enhanced time and spatial scale for refining and application at national micro-spatial levels.  The national governments would apply the global model at the national level in accordance with their needs and priorities based on relevant data that they would collect and hold at national level.  It would be up to national governments to approach any regional or international institution for assistance in provision of climate services on basis of relevant sectoral data provided by national governments;
(g) Templates for data collections by national governments in specific fields/sectors that would benefit from enhanced climate prediction abilities applied across extended time and micro-spatial scales;

(h) Capacity building for national governments to develop applications/services and cost estimates thereof;
(i) HLTF to suggest a separate agreement on GFCS climate services data which would address confidentiality issues including prohibition for use in other international instruments such as the UNFCCC as well as for commercial advantage by non-authorized recipients.  The national governments would have ownership of data and the analysis resulting there from.
�  The LMG could list the countries here if it chose to.





