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	Summary and Purpose of Document

	This document contains the draft terms of reference (ToR) of technical commissions, namely:
· Commission for Hydrology (CHy)
· Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO)
· Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM)
The draft terms of reference of the above-named technical commissions are presented to the working group to provide guidance for further development.

	


DISCUSSION
1.
The presidents of technical commission at their meeting (Geneva, 28-30 January 2010) agreed to submit to the Secretariat draft ToR's of technical commissions, providing for alignment of their respective activities to results-based management framework, by mid February 2010. 
2.
The Secretariat received drafts from the following technical commissions:

· Commission for Hydrology (CHy) (see Annex I)
· Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO) (see Annex II)
· Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) (see Annex III)
3.
The group discussed the draft ToR for each technical commission and provided the following guidance to EC:
(a) ………………………………..
(b) ………………………………..

(c) ………………………………..

(d) ………………………………..
Annex I
General terms of reference:

The Commission for Hydrology (CHy), within its specific terms of reference as defined below, as with the other technical commissions, shall: 

1.
Study and review advances in science and technology, keep Members informed and advise Congress, the Executive Council and other constituent bodies on these advances and their implications; 

2.
Develop, for consideration by the Executive Council and Congress, proposed international standards for methods, procedures, techniques and practices in meteorology and hydrology including, in particular, the relevant parts of the Technical Regulations, guides and manuals; 

3.
Under the general guidance of Congress and the Executive Council, carry out functions - with other bodies as necessary ​ relating to the planning, implementation and evaluation of the scientific and technical programme activities of the Organization; 

4.
Provide a forum for the examination and resolution of relevant scientific and technical issues; 

5.
Promote training by assisting in the organization of seminars and workshops and in the preparation of related material and the development of other suitable mechanisms for the transfer of knowledge and methodology, including the results of research, between Members; 

6.
Promote international cooperation and maintain, through appropriate channels, close cooperation on scientific and technical matters with other relevant international organizations;

7.
Structure its work to address societal outcomes, in line with the Results Based Management process by creating an operating plan focusing on the areas identified within its specific terms of reference (below) and addressing appropriate (or applicable) strategic thrusts and expected results;

8.
Make such recommendations as it may consider necessary.

Specifically, the Commission for Hydrology shall be responsible for:

a.
Advisory activity in hydrology and water resources, including, but not limited to: 

i. The measurement of basic variables characterizing the quantity and quality of water and sediment in the hydrological cycle;   

ii. The acquisition of other related characteristics describing the properties of basins, rivers, and the inland water bodies;  

iii. The collection, transmission, processing, storage, quality control - archiving, retrieval and dissemination of data and information;  

iv. Hydrological forecasts and warnings, both under natural and accidental conditions;  

v. The development and improvement of methods and technology required for the items above;  

vi. The application of water-related data and information to the assessment, effective management, and sustainable development of water resources and to the protection of society from hydrological hazards;  

b.
Promoting and facilitating the international exchange of experience, transfer of technology, research uptake, education, and training and development to meet the needs of national Hydrological Services or other organizations fulfilling the functions of such Services including programme management and public awareness (e.g. through HOMS and other mechanisms); 

c.
Promoting and facilitating the international exchange and dissemination of information, terminology, data, standards, forecasts and warnings; 

d.
Promoting the collaboration and linkages among hydrology, meteorology, and environmental management; 

e.
Raising awareness in the wider community of the social, economic and environmental significance of water, and promoting the role of hydrology in the mitigation of hydrological hazards and in the development and management of water; 

f. 
Supporting cooperation between WMO, IHP of UNESCO, IAHS and other governmental and non-governmental organizations on matters related to hydrology and water resources; 

g.
Supporting and, where appropriate, taking the lead in, coordinating within WMO terrestrial water-related matters, including the activities of the regional associations' working group on hydrology.

Annex II

Review of CIMO Terms of Reference

(February 2010)


The Commission shall be responsible for matters relating to international standardization, compatibility and sustainability of instruments and methods of observation of meteorological, climatological, hydrological, marine, and related geophysical and environmental variables.


This responsibility underpins all observations within WIGOS, and will be carried out in close consultation with relevant WMO partner organizations that co-sponsor, own and/or operate some of the observing systems. This responsibility also extends to supporting the requirements of WMO cross-cutting activities such as the Global Framework for Climate Services and Disaster Risk Reduction.

This shall include in particular:

(a) Respond to the requirements for standardized and compatible observations, including data content, quality, metadata and observational product generation;

(b) Provide advice, and recommendations, and promote studies concerning effective and sustainable use of instruments and methods of observation, including quality management procedures such as methods for testing, calibration and quality assurance;

(c) Conduct and / or coordinate global and regional intercomparisons and performance testing of instruments and methods of observation;

(d) In collaboration with the international standardization organizations, such as BIPM, promote the development of measurement traceability to recognized international standards (SI), including reference instruments and effective hierarchy of world, regional, national and lead centres for instrument calibration, development and testing;

(e) Promote compatibility, inter-calibration, integration and inter-operability with respect to both, and between, space-based and surface-based (in situ and remote-sensing) observations, including conducting testbed observing experiments;

(f) Encourage research and development of new approaches in the field of instruments and methods of observation of meteorological, climatological, hydrological, marine, and related geophysical and environmental variables;

(g) Promote the appropriate and economical production of instruments and methods of observation with particular attention to the needs of developing countries; 

(h) Support training and capacity-building activities in the area of instruments and methods of observation; and

(i) Liaise with the scientific research community and instrument manufacturers in introducing new observing systems into operations.

Annex III
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE JOINT WMO/IOC TECHNICAL COMMISSION FOR OCEANOGRAPHY AND MARINE METEOROLOGY

The Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) shall:

(i)
Coordinate, develop and recommend standards and procedures for the work of Members/Member States in the overall collection, exchange, access, understanding, application and delivery of marine meteorological and oceanographic data, information, forecasts and warnings upon which marine meteorological and oceanographic services and marine-related decision-making processes are based.

(ii)
Coordinate, develop and recommend standards and procedures for the work of Members/Member States in the overall collection, management, exchanges and archival of high-quality marine meteorological and oceanographic data, information and products, on which climate studies, predictions and services, as well as impact and adaptation strategies, are based.

(iii)
Promote and facilitate the international sharing of implementing experience, transfer of technology and research uptake, and support relevant education and training to meet the capacity development needs of national agencies and of other organizations that play a role in the provision of marine meteorological and oceanographic services. 

In this regard, the Commission will give special attention to education and training, and technology transfer initiatives on marine meteorological and oceanographic data, products and services that respond to the needs of, and build capacity in, the developing countries with particular emphasis on the Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States. Additionally, the Commission will support cooperation among WMO, IOC and other Untied Nations agencies that are members of UN-Oceans, the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO), the International Council for Science (ICSU) and other governmental and non-governmental organizations, the private sector as well as user organizations, on matters related to marine meteorology and oceanography.

Within its terms of responsibility as defined above, and consistent with the IOC Statutes, the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology shall have responsibilities common to all WMO Technical Commissions as defined in WMO General Regulation 179, and in addition shall structure its work to address societal outcomes, through the Results Based Management process, by creating an operating plan focusing on the areas identified within its specific terms of reference and addressing appropriate (or applicable) strategic thrusts and expected results.
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