International Training Workshop on Tropical Cyclone Disaster Reduction

(Guangzhou, China, 26 to 31 March 2007)

A research-oriented international training workshop on tropical cyclone disaster reduction was held from 26 to 31 March 2007 at the Guangzhou Meteorological Training Center.  Of the 60 participants at the workshop, 45 were operational forecasters from the five tropical cyclone regional bodies while the workshop lecturers are leading experts in the field of tropical cyclone research and forecasting which included Prof Russell Elsberry, Dr Peter Black, Prof Lianshou Chen, and Mr Charles Guard. 
The workshop provided training and experience on new knowledge gained from recent advances on tropical cyclone research and how best to apply these to operational prediction activities in order to enhance the accuracy and usefulness of tropical cyclone forecasts and warnings. It also enabled participants to be aware of the issues associated with disaster mitigation, such as factors contributing to human and economic losses, conveying forecasting and warning information to stakeholders, users and the general public, evaluating the effectiveness of warning systems, mitigation strategies and community capacity building for disaster reduction. The abstracts of the nine lectures were printed in a booklet and distributed to all the participants before the workshop.

A discussion forum was organized for the lecturers and participants on the afternoon of 31 March 2007 to answer questions such as: how can we effectively harness the full potential of research to enhance the accuracy and lead time of tropical cyclone forecasts and warnings and what are the focused activities in tropical cyclone research that can provide added value and build capacity to address the needs of the national tropical cyclone warning centres. The main outcome of the discussion forum was a list of recommendations which will be submitted to the committees/working groups of the five tropical cyclone regional bodies. 
All workshop presentations are now available online at: 
http://www.wmo.ch/pages/prog/arep/tmrp/tropicalmeteorologyresearch.html
