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Appendix 3: List of Actions and Recommendations from SC-XVI 
 

 
Action 1. Report to Sponsors. The SC requested the Chairman to report to the Sponsors 
on the outcome of SCXVI before the end of 2008 and to guide and assist the GCOS 
Secretariat, under its new Director, in ensuring prompt follow up on the SC priority actions for 
2009. 
Action 2: Secretariat Arrangements. Further to the actions taken by the Chairman, the 
SCencouraged the Sponsors to review the role and representation of the GCOS Secretariat 
in the new structure of the WMO Secretariat to ensure that the new arrangements fully reflect 
the joint sponsorship of GCOS and the intent of the GCOS MOU. 
Action 3: Guidelines on data sets and products. The SC requested the Secretariat to 
expand the scope of the guidelines to insitu observations and arrange for their review by the 
Panels and Sponsorrepresentatives. 
Action 4: OceanObs’09. The SC requested the Chairman, the Secretariat, and the 
Sponsors to help ensure the success of OceanObs’09, especially in respect of its outcomes 
on ocean observations for climate. 
Action 5: Soil moisture as an ECV. The SC supported the development of soil moisture as 
an ECV and encouraged all agents of implementation, such as CAgM, WCRP, and space 
agencies to work towards coordinated soil moisture observations from insitu and space-
based observing systems. The SC also requested the GCOS secretariat to ensure 
representation of soil moisture in the WMO/CEOS observational requirements database. 
Action 6: Newsletter. The SC requested the Secretariat to update it (and the broader GCOS 
community) every few months on key activities and on important forthcoming events and 
issues via a simple brief email newsletter or similar mechanism. 
Action 7: Secretariat funding. The SC requested the Chairman, as a matter of urgency, to 
brief the Sponsors on the precarious state of funding for the GCOS Secretariat and to urge 
that, for 20092010, they at least maintain the level of funding provided in recent years. 
Action 8: GCOS budget. The SC requested the Chairman to work with the Secretariat to 
develop a comprehensive budget for the following years for submission to the Executive 
Heads of the Sponsors. 
Action 9. Annual Report. The SC requested that the Chairman and the Secretariat 
complete the 2007-08 Annual Report, give it a GCOS number, transmit it to the Sponsors, 
and consider where else it might be distributed. 
Action 10: GOS Support for Climate. The SC requested the GCOS Secretariat to ensure 
coordination with the CCl Secretariat to provide consistent and coordinated input to the WMO 
RRR process related to climate requirements of the surface-based component of the GOS. 
Action 11. Atmospheric Chemistry. The SC requested the AOPC to explore the status of 
coordination arrangements in the area of atmospheric chemistry, involving GAW, non-GAW 
networks, the space community, and other relevant communities contributing to the 
atmospheric chemistry components of GCOS. 
Action 12. Strengthening hydrological observations. The SC requested the Chairman to 
urge the GCOS Sponsors to elevate the issue of the continuing decline of hydrological 
networks to the level of UN Water. It asked the Secretariat to work with the WMO Climate 
and Water Department to help better explain the need for and relevance of hydrological 
observations for the full range of climate purposes. It also requested the Chairman to 
continue to liaise with the President of the WMO Commission for Hydrology in respect of the 
Commission's overall contribution to the implementation of the hydrological components of 
GCOS. 
Action 13. Joint side events at SBSTA. The SC encouraged joint/combined side events at 
SBSTA 30 when the 2009 Progress Report and Update of GCOS 92 are introduced, as this 
would be one means of showing how GOOS, GTOS, and WIGOS are serving the needs of 
the UNFCCC within the framework of GCOS. 
Action 14. Climate Observations from Space. The SC requested the Chairman, Panel 
Chairs, and Secretariat to take all appropriate steps to encourage and assist the space-
based Earth observation community to ensure the long-term continuity of all essential climate 
observations from space. 
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Action 15. ClimDev Africa. The SC requested the Secretariat to continue its efforts to help 
the ClimDev Africa Programme get established, and, once established, to pursue 
opportunities that may develop through it to facilitate improvements in climate observing 
networks and systems in Africa. 
Action 16. GCOS regional activities. The SC encouraged the Secretariat to organize 
activities in other regions similar to the Belize implementation strategy meeting as a means 
to promote implementation of Action Plan projects. The SC urged the Sponsors to assist in 
raising financial support for holding such workshops. 
Action 17. Observations and regional modeling project. The SC encouraged the 
Secretariat to consider alternatives for funding the observations and regional modeling 
project if satisfactory arrangements for World Bank support could not be achieved. 
Action 18. CBS Lead Centers. The SC requested the Secretariat to coordinate with the 
WMO Observing and Information Systems (OBS) Department and the Development and 
Regional Activities Department (DRA) to ensure the continuity of support to the CBS Lead 
Centers, including establishment of the necessary leadership, guidance and budget support 
for the biennual coordination meetings. 
Action 19. GCOS Cooperation Mechanism. The SC urged the GCOS Sponsors to 
encourage their Members to participate in the GCM. It requested the Secretariat to organize 
the 5th GCM session in 2009 in concert with the SBSTA30 session in Bonn in June 2009. It 
also requested the Secretariat to work with the ad hoc GCM Donor Board Chair to coordinate 
the development of an invitation letter and agenda. 
Action 20: CLIMAT reporting. The SC encouraged CBS Lead Centers for GCOS to see 
what they can do to encourage all CLIMAT stations to report on a regular monthly basis and 
to promote the preparation of CLIMAT messages at key stations that do not currently report 
CLIMAT. 
Action 21: WCDMP and GCOS collaboration. The SC agreed that the WCDMP and GCOS 
Secretariats should explore the scope for coordination of regional activities in the future 
and/or organize joint workshops to promote a common understanding of requirements and 
needs for observations, climate data, and climate services. 
Action 22: GCOS support for adaptation. The SC requested the Secretariat to ensure that 
GCOS activities related to the needs of the adaptation community are appropriately 
coordinated with the WMO Initiative on Adaptation to Climate Change (WIACC). 
Action 23: Climate information for water management. The SC requested the Secretariat 
to work with the WMO Climate and Water Department to develop an expanded formulation of 
the needs of water managers for climate observations. 
Action 24. GOSIC report to SCXVII. 
The SC requested the Secretariat to organize a status report on GOSIC for SCXVII, as had 
been provided to earlier SC sessions. 
Action 25. IPCC AR5 identification of climate observing needs. The SC requested the 
Secretariat to consult with the Joint Planning Staff for the WCRP with a view to a joint 
approach from the Chairs of the Joint Scientific Committee of WCRP and the GCOS SC to 
the Chairman of the IPCC to urge that the IPCC AR5 address future needs for research and 
observations to support future assessments. The SC also recommended that the IPCC be 
invited to participate fully in the review of the GCOS92 Implementation Plan and help to 
identify observation needs for the AR5 and beyond. 
Action 26. Observations for Adaptation: The SC requested the Secretariat to consult with 
the Secretariats of IGBP, Diversitas, GTOS, UNEP, etc. in assessing and building 
observation capacity for adaptation. It asked for the preparation of a strategy document on 
the GCOS role in support of adaptation for consideration at its 17 th session. 
Action 27. The 2009 Report and GCOS92 Update. The SC requested the Secretariat to do 
everything possible to ensure that the 2009 Progress Report and the planned update of the 
GCOS92 Implementation Plan are completed in good time and that Prof Paul Mason and the 
Panel Chairs are provided with the necessary support. 
Action 28. GEO workshop. The SC expressed appreciation for the GEO Secretariat offer to 
organize a workshop in 2009 to discuss and coordinate the efforts of GEO climate task 
teams and address gaps, synergies, and linkages and agreed that, as far as possible given 
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existing commitments and available resources, the SC and the GCOS Secretariat would be 
pleased to collaborate in this activity. 
Action 29. Harmonizing of GCOS and GEOSS. The SC requested the Chairman, the 
Panels, and the Secretariat to continue to work toward alignment of the objectives, targets, 
and workplans of GCOS and the GEOSS Climate SBA. 
Action 30: GEOSS Climate SBA targets. The SC requested the Secretariat, on behalf of 
the Chairman, to advise the GEO Secretariat on the proposed reformulated target statement 
for the GEOSS Climate SBA prepared by the SC. 
Action 31. GCOS and WCC-3. 
The SC requested its members and the Secretariat to contribute as much as possible to 
helping the GCOS representative on the WCC3 planning process, Mr Stefan Rösner, ensure 
that GCOS and climate observations issues are properly treated at the Conference. 
Action 32. Revising the GCOS MOU. The SC requested the Chairman and the Secretariat 
to draw its views on revision of the GCOS MOU, as summarized above, to the attention of 
the Sponsors. 
Action 33: GCOS Strategic Plan. The SC requested the Secretariat to finalize the draft 
GCOS Plan, with appropriate input and review by SC members, in parallel with work on 
updating GCOS92, with a view to the revised Plan being completed by mid2009. 
Action 34. GCOS National Coordinators. The SC asked the Secretariat to facilitate, 
through the ICPC, the sending of a letter from the GCOS Sponsors to appropriate national 
authorities to encourage the appointment of GCOS National Coordinators and establishment 
of GCOS National Committees. 
Action 35: SC Membership. The SC requested the Secretariat to prepare a consolidated list 
of proposals for new members, on the basis of its advice, and to clear these with the 
Chairman and Panel Chairs before submitting them formally to the Secretary General of 
WMO on behalf of the Sponsors early in 2009. 
Action 36: New SC Chair. The SC requested the Chairman to continue confidential 
consultation on potential candidates for SC Chair 2010-2011 and provide a short list of 
candidates to the Secretary General of WMO in the first quarter of 2009. The Chairman 
requested all members to provide him with their suggestions, in confidence, before the end of 
2008. 
Action 37. Carbon offsetting GCOS meetings. The SC asked the GCOS Secretariat to 
consult with the GCOS Sponsors on the possibilities of supporting carbon offsetting schemes, 
including a lump sum contribution from Secretariat funds. This support was intended to 
compensate for carbon emissions related to GCOS meetings. If no Secretariat funded 
approach is deemed appropriate, the SC agreed that participants in GCOS meetings make 
voluntary personal contributions to such 
Schemes. 
.
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Appendix 4: List of Selected Meetings 
 
 

SELECTED MEETINGS ATTENDED/SUPPORTED 
BY THE GCOS SECRETARIAT/REPRESENTATIVES BETWEEN SC-XVI AND SC-XVII 

 
 

Date Meeting  Location 
 
2008: 
 
16-19 Oct GCOS Steering Committee –  Geneva, Switzerland 
 16th Session (GCOS SC-XVI) 
 
29-30 Oct 11th Meeting of the Terrestrial Observing  Rome, Italy 
 Panel for Climate (TOPC) 
 
 
8-12 Dec 7th Session of the JCOMM Management Melbourne, Australia 
 Committee 
 
Dec. 29th session of the UNFCCC Subsidiary Body  Poznan, Poland 
 for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) 
 

 
2009: 
 

11-15 Jan Annual Meeting of the American Meteorological Phoenix, USA 
 Society (AMS) and GCOS Symposium 
 
25-27 Feb 12th session of the GOOS Steering Committee  Perth, Australia 

 
2-4 Mar 1st GRUAN Implementation and Coordination  Oklahoma City, USA 
 Meeting (ICM-1) 
 
18 Mar GCOS/GTOS/GOOS/WMO-GEO Meeting on  Geneva, Switzerland 
 coordination of the GEOSS Climate SBA  
 
23-24 Mar WIGOS Technical Conference Dubrovnik, Croatia 
 
25 Mar-2 April CBS-XIV Dubrovnik, Croatia 

30-31 Mar  Workshop on European contributions to  Ispra, Italy 
 ensuring the long-term provision of ECVs 
 
6-9 April 30th session of the Joint Scientific  College Park, MD, USA 
 Committee for WCRP (JSC-30) 
 
21-23 April IPCC Bureau & IPCC Plenary Antalya, Turkey 

 
27 Apr-1 May AOPC-XV Geneva, Switzerland 
 
13-15 May  A global setting for European Environmental  Copenhagen, Denmark 
 – Measuring what we must manage 
 
28-30 May  International Workshop on Mainstreaming Berlin, Germany 
 Adaptation to Climate Chang Monitoring  
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1-12 June  30th session of the UNFCCC Convention Bonn, Germany 
 – SBSTA and SBI SBSTA 30 
 
3-12 June  WMO Executive Council (WMO EC-LXI) Geneva, Switzerland 
 

10-12 June  IOC/WMO/UNEP Intergovernmental Paris, France 
 Committee for GOOS (I-GOOS-IX) 

 

16-25 June  IOC Assembly (IOC-25) Paris, France 
 
31 Aug- 4 Sept World Climate Conference – 3 Geneva, Switzerland 
 
9-11 Sept  Committee on Earth Observation Satellites Darmstadt, Germany 
 Strategic Implementation Team CEOS SIT-24 
 
21-25 Sept OceanObs’09 Venice, Italy 
 
19-23 Oct 8th International Symposium on Tropospheric  Delft, Netherlands 
 Profiling 
 
19-23 Oct Executive Council Working Group on  Geneva, Switzerland 
 WIGOS-WIS, Subgroup on WIGOS 
 
21-23 Oct Executive Council Working Group on Climate Geneva, Switzerland 
 
30-21 Oct  31st Session of the IPCC Bali, Indonesia 

______________ 
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Appendix 5: GCOS Publications since SC-XVI 
 

 
GCOS-134 GRUAN Implementation Plan 2009-2013 
 
GCOS- 133  Summary Report of the Eleventh Session of the GTOS/GCOS 

Terrestrial Observation Panel for Climate (TOPC), Ispra, Italy , 29-
30 Oct 2008 

 
GCOS- 132  Fifteenth Session of the GCOS/WCRP Atmospheric Observation 

Panel for Climate (AOPC) - Conclusions and Recommendations, 
Geneva, Switzerland , 27-30 April 2009 

 
GCOS- 131  Report of the First GCOS Reference Upper Air Network 

Implementation and Coordination Meeting (GRUAN ICM-1), 
Norman, Oklahoma, USA, 2-4 March 2009 

 
GCOS- 130 Synthesis of National Reports on Systematic Observation for 

Climate 
 
GCOS- 129 Progress Report on the Implementation of the Global Observing 

System for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC 2004 - 2008 
 
GCOS- 128  Guideline for the Generation of Satellite-based Datasets and 

Products meeting GCOS Requirements, March 2009 
 
GCOS- 127 Practical Help for Compiling CLIMAT Reports 
 
GCOS- 126 GCOS Annual Report 2007-2008, 19 December 2008 
 
GCOS- 125  Report of the Sixteenth Session of the WMO-IOC-UNEP-ICSU 

Steering Committee for GCOS, Geneva, Switzerland, 14-17 
October 2008 

 
GCOS- 124  Report of the Fourth Meeting of the GCOS Cooperation Board, 

Bonn, Germany, 12 June 2008 
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Research and systematic observation 
 

Draft conclusions proposed by the Chair 

1. The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) expressed its 
appreciation to the regional and international climate change research programmes and organizations 
(hereinafter referred to as research programmes and organizations) and to the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) for the valuable updated information on developments in research activities and 
on emerging scientific findings relevant to the Convention.  This information was provided during the 
meeting that took place during the thirtieth session of the SBSTA as part of the research dialogue in the 
context of decision 9/CP.111 and in the submissions compiled in document FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.5.  
The SBSTA took note of a list prepared by the secretariat of international and regional programmes and 
organizations active in areas of research relevant to climate change.2 

2. The SBSTA affirmed the valuable role of the research dialogue in providing new scientific 
information that emerges from climate change research in between publication of the IPCC Assessment 
Reports.  It also noted the importance of such information for informing deliberations within the 
UNFCCC process.  The SBSTA invited the research programmes and organizations to continue to 
provide, as part of the research dialogue, information on developments in the research activities outlined 
in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 47 (a�f).  It requested the secretariat to make the 
presentations that are given as part of the dialogue available on the UNFCCC website in such a way that 
they can be reached by a wide audience.  
 

                                                      
1 Alongside the IPCC, the following research programmes and organizations were represented at the meeting: the 

Earth System Science Partnership, the World Climate Research Programme, the International Geosphere-Biosphere 
Programme, the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, DIVERSITAS, 
the International Alliance of Research Universities, START (Global Change System for Analysis, Research and 
Training), the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research, the Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change 
Research and the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community and associated countries.  Further 
information and presentations are availble at <http://unfccc.int/3461.php>. 

2 Available at <http://unfccc.int/3461.php>. 
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3. The SBSTA agreed that meetings under this dialogue should be continued, during the thirty-
second and subsequent sessions of the SBSTA, and organized in such a way that more time is devoted 
both to in-depth consideration by Parties of new scientific findings and developments in research 
activities and to presentations by Parties.  The SBSTA requested the secretariat to make arrangements 
accordingly when organizing meetings under the dialogue.   

4. The SBSTA invited Parties to provide to the secretariat, by 22 March 2010, their views on topics 
to be discussed at the dialogue meeting to take place during SBSTA 32, taking into account 
developments in research activities outlined in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, paragraph 47 (a�f).   

5. The SBSTA welcomed the information from the IPCC regarding its plans for the Fifth 
Assessment Report (AR5).  It recalled its conclusions from its twenty-ninth session, which noted that 
Parties may provide information on scientific and technical questions that they wish to be considered in 
the AR5 process through their IPCC focal points.3  

6. The SBSTA encouraged the research programmes and organizations to continue to undertake 
further studies to enhance the understanding of climate change and to address key uncertainties identified 
in the Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC, and to enhance their efforts towards greater integration of 
climate-related research across all disciplines.  It also encouraged the research programmes and 
organizations to further enhance their activities relating to developing countries. 

7. The SBSTA encouraged Parties and research programmes and organizations to enhance their 
existing efforts to build capacity for research in developing countries, in particular those aimed at 
supporting adaptation efforts such as those identified as part of the ongoing activities of the Nairobi work 
programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.      

8. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the report on progress with the Implementation Plan 
for the Global Observing System for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC (hereinafter referred to as the 
GCOS implementation plan) prepared by the secretariat of the Global Climate Observing System 
(GCOS) under the guidance of the GCOS Steering Committee, and for the synthesis report on national 
information on systematic observations for climate.4  It noted the significant progress made in the 
implementation of the various observing systems relevant to the Convention, but also noted that limited 
progress has been made in filling gaps in in-situ observing systems in developing countries and that the 
funding available for many important systems is small in relation to what is needed.  The SBSTA noted 
that according to the GCOS progress report, priority should be given over the next five years to the 
following: 

(a) The urgent need for funding support for implementation of the GCOS regional action 
plans developed during 2001�2006; 

(b) Immediate attention to the design and implementation of the national and local-scale 
networks needed for impact assessment and adaptation to climate change; 

(c) The appointment of GCOS national coordinators in many more than the present  
14 countries that have well-established national coordination arrangements for climate 
observations; 

(d) Much stronger and higher-level commitment of Parties to the GCOS cooperation 
mechanism for supporting GCOS implementation in developing countries; 

                                                      
3 FCCC/SBSTA/2008/13, paragraph 85. 
4 FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.7 and Add.1. 
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(e) Finding new mechanisms for ensuring sustained long-term operation of essential in situ 
networks, especially for the oceanic and terrestrial domains, that are presently supported 
by project-timescale research funding; 

(f) Strong support for the further development and promulgation of observational standards 
for the full range of terrestrial climate variables; 

(g) Continued encouragement for the coordinated implementation and long-term continuity 
of the cross-cutting space-based component of GCOS; 

(h) Strong support for the observational and research-based �Global Framework for Climate 
Services� proposed for endorsement by World Climate Conference-3; 

(i) Reaffirmation of the value of detailed national reports on systematic observations under 
the UNFCCC as a mechanism for fostering, focusing and guiding GCOS implementation 
at the national level. 

9. The SBSTA urged Parties and invited relevant United Nations agencies and international 
organizations to take steps to address the priorities and gaps identified in the GCOS progress report, in 
particular the implementation of the GCOS regional action plans, and ensuring a sustained long term 
operation of in situ networks, especially for the oceanic and terrestrial domains.   

10. The SBSTA stressed that addressing these priorities would help countries to adapt to climate 
change on a basis of sound data and information.     

11. The SBSTA noted that an updated GCOS implementation plan that takes into account emerging 
priorities, such as the need for data for adaptation, may assist in continuing progress with GCOS 
implementation.  It therefore invited the GCOS secretariat to prepare, under the guidance of the GCOS 
Steering Committee, an update of the GCOS implementation plan before its thirty-third session.  

12. The SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to include, in this updated GCOS implementation plan, 
a breakdown of costs involved.  The costs should be broken down by region, observing system and 
between developed and developing countries.  The SBSTA invited the GCOS secretariat to provide a 
provisional updated implementation plan in conjunction with a provisional estimation of costs, before the 
fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties, and requested the secretariat to make this information 
available as a miscellaneous document.  

13. The SBSTA welcomed the support given to the GCOS secretariat. The SBSTA noted the overall 
expected increase in workload for the GCOS secretariat that would emerge from addressing the priorities 
and gaps identified in the GCOS progress report.  It therefore invited all the GCOS sponsoring agencies5 
to consider ways to provide adequate resources for supporting this work.  

14. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the updated progress report by the secretariat of the 
Global Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS) on progress made in assessing the status of the 
development of standards for each of the essential climate variables (ECVs) in the terrestrial domain and 
on the framework for the preparation of guidance materials, standards and reporting guidelines for 
terrestrial observing systems for climate6 which was further developed following the guidance of the 
SBSTA at its twenty-seventh session.7   
                                                      
5 The World Meteorological Organization, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
International Council for Science.  

6 FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.8, which supersedes FCCC/SBSTA/2008/MISC.12.   
7 FCCC/SBSTA/2007/16, paragraph 40. 



FCCC/SBSTA/2009/L.6 
Page 4 
 

 

15. The SBSTA welcomed the proposal contained in the updated progress report for a joint 
terrestrial framework mechanism between relevant agencies of the United Nations and the International 
Organization for Standardization, and encouraged the GTOS secretariat and the GTOS sponsoring 
agencies to implement the framework.  The SBSTA also invited the GTOS secretariat and the GTOS 
sponsoring agencies to elaborate a work plan for developing observational standards and protocols for 
the 13 terrestrial ECVs assessed.  It invited the GTOS secretariat to report on the results of the 
implementation of the framework and its elaboration of the work plan at SBSTA 33.      

16. The SBSTA expressed its appreciation for the updated report provided by the Committee on 
Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS), on behalf of Parties that support space agencies involved in global 
observations, to the SBSTA at its twenty-ninth session.8  It welcomed the progress made by those 
agencies in responding to the GCOS implementation plan and the support of CEOS to the space-based 
observations of GCOS.  The SBSTA further welcomed the commitment by CEOS Member agencies to 
work towards improved availability of current and future data for forest carbon monitoring, as expressed 
in a statement delivered by a representative of CEOS.   

17. The SBSTA encouraged coordinated implementation of the cross-cutting space-based 
components of GCOS to continue over the long term, including the continued coordinated response to 
the needs identified in the GCOS implementation plan through CEOS.  It also encouraged CEOS and the 
Parties that support space agencies involved in global observations to continue, and if possible accelerate 
development of methodologies, and validation and inter-comparison of satellite-based applications for 
the terrestrial domain.  The SBSTA invited CEOS to report at its thirty-third session on progress made in 
its efforts to meet the relevant needs of the Convention.    

18. The SBSTA invited the participants of the forthcoming World Climate Conference-3, to be held 
in Geneva, Switzerland, from 31 August to 4 September 2009, to take note of the needs of the 
Convention, in particular with respect to research and systematic observation.  It invited the World 
Meteorological Organization to provide information on the outcome of the conference to inform the work 
under the Convention.   

19. The SBSTA invited the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action (AWG-LCA) 
to note the importance of research and systematic observation in underpinning the implementation of the 
Convention.  The SBSTA also invited the AWG-LCA to note that such research and systematic 
observation needs to be strengthened, particularly in developing countries.  The SBSTA emphasized that 
any enhanced action on adaptation should take into account the need to strengthen adaptation-related 
research and systematic observation.  The AWG-LCA is invited to take into account such needs in its 
deliberations.  

20. The SBSTA agreed to recommend a draft decision on this matter for adoption by the Conference 
of the Parties at its fifteenth session (for the text of the decision, see FCCC/SBSTA/2009/L.6/Add.1). 

 
- - - - - 

                                                      
8 FCCC/SBSTA/2008/MISC.11.  
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Draft conclusions proposed by the Chair 

 
Addendum 

 
Recommendation of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific  

and Technological Advice 
 

The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, at its thirtieth session, decided to 
recommend the following draft decision for adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth 
session: 

Draft decision [-/CP.15] 
 

Systematic climate observations  
The Conference of the Parties,  

Recalling Article 4, paragraph 1(g�h), and Article 5 of the Convention,  

Further recalling decisions 8/CP.3, 14/CP.4, 5/CP.5, 11/CP.9, 5/CP.10 and 11/CP.13, 

Having considered the conclusions of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological 
Advice at its thirtieth session, 

Noting the important role of the Global Climate Observing System in meeting the need for 
climate observation under the Convention, 
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1. Expresses its appreciation:  

(a) To the secretariat and sponsoring agencies of the Global Climate Observing System for 
preparing the report on progress with the Implementation Plan for the Global Observing 
System for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC (hereinafter referred to as the Global 
Climate Observing System implementation plan);  

(b) To the secretariat and sponsoring agencies of the Global Terrestrial Observing System 
for developing a framework for the preparation of guidance materials, standards and 
reporting guidelines for terrestrial observing systems for climate;  

(c) To the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites for its coordinated response, on behalf 
of Parties that support space agencies involved in global observations, to the needs 
expressed in the Global Climate Observing System implementation plan; 

2. Recognizes the significant progress made during 2004�2008 in improving the observing 
systems for climate relevant to the Convention; 

3. Notes that, despite the progress made, only limited advances have been made in 
achieving long-term continuity for several in situ observing systems and there are still large areas, in 
Africa for example, for which in situ observations and measurements are not available;  

4. Also notes that not all climate information needs under the Convention are being met; 

5. Urges Parties to work towards addressing the priorities and gaps identified in the report 
on progress with the Global Climate Observing System implementation plan, in particular the 
implementation of the regional action plans that were developed during 2001�2006, and ensuring 
sustained long-term operation of essential in situ networks, especially for the oceanic and terrestrial 
domains, including through provision of the necessary resources;  

6. Invites relevant United Nations agencies and international organizations to do the same;  

7. Encourages Parties in a position to do so to support activities aimed at sustaining climate 
observations over the long term in developing countries, especially the least developed countries and 
small island developing States;  

8. Invites the Global Climate Observing System secretariat, under the guidance of the 
Global Climate Observing System Steering Committee, to update, by the thirty-third session of the 
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, the Global Climate Observing System 
implementation plan, taking into account emerging needs in climate observation, in particular those 
relating to adaptation activities;  

9. Encourages the secretariat and the sponsoring agencies of the Global Terrestrial 
Observing System to implement the framework for the preparation of guidance materials, standards and 
reporting guidelines for terrestrial observing systems for climate, as a joint terrestrial framework 
mechanism between relevant agencies of the United Nations and the International Organization for 
Standardization; 

10. Encourages the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites to continue coordinating and 
supporting the implementation of the satellite component of the Global Climate Observing System;  

11. Urges Parties that support space agencies involved in global observations to enable these 
agencies to continue to implement, in a coordinated manner through the Committee on Earth Observation 
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Satellites, the actions identified in the updated report of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites,1 
in order to meet the relevant needs of the Convention, in particular by ensuring long-term continuity of 
observations and data availability. 

 
 

- - - - - 

 

  

 

                                                      
1  FCCC/SBSTA/2008/MISC.11. 




