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Professor Jaromir (Jerry) Němec

1926 – 2010
Professor Jerry Němec is considered the father of Operational Hydrology in WMO, as he devoted his carrier to promote the Operational Hydrology issues and was instrumental in hydrology getting its rightful place within the WMO community. 
He was born in Prague, then Czechoslovakia, in November 1926.  He studied at the Czech Technical University and graduated with a civil engineering degree in 1955.  He joined WMO Secretariat as the Chief of the Hydrometeorology Division in August 1965 and was later appointed as the first Director of the HWR Department in 1976.  Prof Němec had a number of achievements to his name during his twenty two years of committed service in WMO and guided and inspired those who worked with him to achieve their goals. Prof. Němec retired from WMO in 1987 and worked with FAO for two years. 
During his service in the UN System (WMO and FAO), he successfully launched and implemented a series of major technical co-operation projects. It would be impossible to list all of his achievements, but most important were: the establishment of the HWR Department in WMO, the establishment of the “HOMS” programme on technology transfer in hydrology, and many technical cooperation programmes in developing countries. He succeeded to bring all Nile Basin countries together, for the first time in 1967, to cooperate for the development of the Nile Waters through the execution of the Hydro-meteorological Survey Project for the Equatorial Lakes (HYDROMET SURVEY Project), which paved the way to the Nile Basin Initiative now spearheaded by the World Bank. He was also the driving force behind similar other projects in Asia, Central America and Africa including establishing the first Hydrology Course in Africa. 
After he retired from the UN services in 1989, for many years he was active as a technical adviser and a university lecturer in Europe and the USA and continued to be associated with the HWR Programme of WMO through his participation in the deliberations of Executive Council and Commission for Hydrology as a representative from the Czech Republic. 
Recognizing his valuable contribution to the Hydrological Sciences, Professor Jaromir Němec was awarded the International Hydrology Prize, which is given by the International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS) in co-operation with WMO and UNESCO, in 1988.   

Professor Němec passed away on 3 October 2010 after living eighty four years full of wonderful achievements but he will remain always alive in our memories as we all owe him a great debt of gratitude for all that he did for the cause of hydrology around the world.

