Expert Team on Observing Requirements and Standards for Climate (ET1.2)
Terms of Reference and membership (Réf. CCI-XIV, November 2005)

Terms of Reference for ET 1.2
(a) To review and make recommendations regarding the adequacy and choice of observing
instruments and sensors to meet climate needs, including in situ, remote-sensing systems

and automated methods;

(b) To review and develop recommendations on procedures and practices necessary to
support the long-term homogeneity of climate data, including:

0] Procedures to be carried out in the migration from man-made to automated
measurements, and during changes to sensors and site;

(ii) Procedures to be carried out during instrument maintenance and calibration;

(iii) Instrument comparisons to identify biases, drift and sensitivity;

(iv) Maintenance, monitoring and reporting on observing environments including
instrument exposure;

(c) To specify the basic characteristics and standards of national and regional climate
networks and their observations, including AWSs and remote sensing platforms, needed in
support of climate activities;

(d) To help ensure that guidance and procedures are developed to assist with improved data
exchange, particularly with regard to satisfying the requirements of the Reference Climate
Stations, RBCN and the relevant GCOS networks;

(e) To coordinate and collaborate with the OPAG Rapporteurs, CBS, JCOMM, CIMO,
GEOSS, GCOS, WCRP (e.g. on polar data for the IPY) and other groups as required or as
opportunities arise;

() To explore, document and make recommendations for addressing the needs for capacity
building in each region, pertinent to this topic;

(g) To submit reports in accordance with timetables established by the OPAG chair and/or
Management Group.
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