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RCOFs are in operation in many parts of the world,
mainly serving developing countries. These are:

PICOF

ACOF

GHACOF: Greater Horn of Africa COF

SARCOF: Southern Africa COF

PRESAQ: Prévision Saisonniere en Afrique de I'Ouest

PRESAC: Prévision Saisonniéere en Afrique Centrale

FOCRAII:  Forum On regional Climate monitoring,
assessment and prediction for Regional
Association Il (Asia)

SSACOF: Southeast of South America COF

WCSACOF: Western Coast of South America COF

CCOF: Caribbean COF

FCCA: Foro Regional del Clima de América
Central

PICOF: Pacific Islands COF

SEECOF: SouthEastern Europe COF

Regional Climate Change and RCOFs

RCOFs were originally conceived to focus on seasonal
prediction, and have significantly contributed to
adaptation to climate variability. The concept has the
potential to be extended to develop our capacity to
adapt to climate change. RCOFs can be effectively
expanded to cater to the needs of developing and
disseminating regional climate change information
products. This concept is already being tested by some
RCOFs (e.g., GHACOF). Regional assessments of
observed and projected climate change, including the
development of downscaled climate change scenario
products for impact assessments, can be included in
the product portfolio of RCOFs. This potential has
already been recognized by the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Subsidiary Body on Science and Technology Advice
(SBSTA), and constitutes a key element of WMO's
contribution to the Nairobi Work Programme on
impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.

WMO

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a
specialized agency of the United Nations for weather,
climate, and water., WMO enables scientific
understanding of climate variability and change through
dedicated observations of the climate system;
improvements in the analysis, monitoring and prediction
and the development of climate applications and
services; capacity building in the application of
meteorological and hydrological data, dissemination of
information in support of climate risk management and
scientific research and assessments.

World Climate Conference - 3

WMO, in cooperation with other UN agencies,
Governments and the private sector, is organizing
World Climate Conference - 3 (WCC-3) from 31 August
to 4 September 2009, in Geneva, Switzerland. WCC-3
aims to establish an international framework to guide
the development of climate services, which will link
science-based climate predictions and information with
climate risk management and adaptation to climate
variability and change throughout the world. WCC-3 will
focus on seasonal, interannual to decadal time scales.
RCOFs are considered to constitute an integral
component of such a framework.

Link to RCOF Products

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/clips/
outlooks/climate_forecasts.html

For more information:

Dr R Kolli
Chief, World Climate Applications and Services Division
Climate Prediction and Adaptation Branch
Climate & Water Department
World Meteorological Organization
7bis, Avenue de la Paix
1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 730 8377
Fax: +41 22 730 8042
Email: RKolli@wmao.int

World
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