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Pacific RCC-Network Background 

Target region = Pacific Islands 

Coordinating institutions = NIWA, NOAA, BoM, SPREP, CSIRO, UH 

Start date including demonstration phase = October 2018 

Main season(s)/parameters = Wet (Oct-Apr) and Dry (May-Sep)  

Major forcings on the regional climate = ENSO, MJO 

Potential applications of RCC products/services = Country-specific seasonal forecasts 

and climate services 

RCC operational schedule = Ongoing 

Governance (including coordination mechanisms if RCC-Network) = Management 

group 

Partnerships = SPC, Meteo-France, UPNG, NMHSs, PMC 

Resource base = Voluntary contributions 



RCC Operations: Mandatory Functions 
1. Operational Data Services 

Ongoing and planned operational activities: 

- Climate data availability for the region of interest = Global plus some regional 

datasets 

- Quality control of data = Some homogenisation performed 

- Regional datasets = Sea-level, TC and basic climate 

- On-line data/product access from/to NMHSs = Limited 

- Climate database/archiving services = Limited 

- Major constraints, if any = Coordination, data sharing, funding 











RCC Operations: Mandatory Functions 
2. Climate Monitoring 

Ongoing and planned operational activities: 

- Climate diagnostics including analysis of variability and extremes = Project specific 

- Key climate monitoring products and their operational schedules = Maps of SST, 

precipitation, air temp, OLR 

- Historical reference climatology (including space/time resolution) = Station-based, 

satellite-based, and event-based (TCs) 

- Regional climate watch advisories = Project specific 

- Major constraints, if any = Good level of information 

















RCC Operations: Mandatory Functions 
3. Long Range Forecasting 

Ongoing and planned operational activities: 

- Methodology/approach for preparing the seasonal predictions including the tools used = 
National-scale, statistical (mostly) and dynamic models 

- Input from GPCs-LRF/LC-LRFMME (NOAA, BoM, APCC), other RCCs (none), use of 
their real-time products (yes), indicate if there are challenges in accessing/using their 
products (slow internet speed) 

- Evaluation of model skills, and identification of specific models with relatively better 
performance for the region of interest = ad hoc 

- Consideration of sources of predictability for the concerned region, with special 
reference to ENSO and other global circulation parameters = good understanding 

- Regional/sub-regional tailored products = some 

- Consensus statements (including RCOF coordination) = yes, at RCOF 

- Verification/evaluation of seasonal predictions = yes, at National scale 

- User feedback assessment = yes, at RCOF 

- Major constraints, if any = capacity of NMHSs 









RCC Operations: Mandatory Functions 
4. Training/Guidance in the use of RCC products 

Ongoing and planned operational activities: 

- Information on methodologies = Project specific 

- Product specifications = yes 

- Guidance documents/manuals = yes 

- Training organization/coordination = Distributed 

- Major constraints, if any = NMHS staff turnover 







Performance of highly recommended functions: 

- Non-operational data services (including WIS compliance) = Very limited 

- Additional climate variables = Very limited 

- Climate prediction (other than LRF) = Some (MJO-based) 

- Climate change projection = Very good information 

- Regional coordination/collaboration (including project implementation) = Very good 

- Training/capacity development = Project specific 

- Research and Development = Some (project specific) 

- Use of Climate Services Toolkit = None (but other tools available) 

- Major constraints, if any = Capacity of NMHSs and providers 

 

RCC Operations:  
Highly Recommended Functions 







Role in RCOF Activities 

Overarching role of your RCC/RCC-Network in RCOFs, including: 

– Technical guidance for RCOF outputs = Leading role 

– Training activities = Leading role 

– Inter-session updates of RCOF products/outlooks = Individual institutions 

– Resource mobilization for sustaining RCOFs = Leading role 

– Major constraints, if any = Funding 

 



User Engagement 

Indicate:  

The main regional users (if any) involved in the RCC-Network = NMHSs, IFRC 

Whether sector focused sessions are conducted in conjunction with RCOFs or other 

RCC events = yes (Water, DRR, Health) 

Mechanisms if any for collecting users’ feedback = Surveys 

Whether the RCC-Network undertakes any actions to address users’ needs (e.g. 

provision of tailored forecasts) = Guidance material 

 



RCC Web Portal 

Provide the URL of the home page = https://www.pacificmet.net/rcc 

Illustrate the main features and contents of the RCC-Network web portal = see 

examples included above 

The actions to keep it up-to-date = voluntary contributions 

On-line user support = Working on it (Twitter and FB) 

Major constraints, if any = Time 

 





SWOT analysis 

Strengths = Excellent team of partners and regional support structures 

Weaknesses = Low capacity of users to integrate information 

Opportunities = Capacity development and regional coordination 

Threats = Projects are traditionally not regionally-focused, funding is not secure 

 

 



Way Forward 

Actions planned to be undertaken in operation, user engagement, sustainability and 

research, to improve the Pacific RCC-Network operations, outline key requirements for 

enhanced RCC operations 

 

Enhance regional products and datasets 

Consider 6-monthly RCOFs 

Develop sector-specific products and services 

Continue to develop training services 

 



Thank you 
Merci 

The RCC is support by the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG), National 

Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA) New Zealand, Australian 

Bureau of Meteorology (BoM), US National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA), South Pacific Regional Environment Programme 

(SPREP) and Australian Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation (CSIRO), Meteo-France,  University of Hawaii, and Pacific 
Community (SPC) 

http://www.upng.ac.pg/
http://www.niwa.co.nz/
http://www.bom.gov.au/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.sprep.org/
https://www.csiro.au/
http://www.meteofrance.com/
http://www.meteofrance.com/
http://www.meteofrance.com/
https://www.hawaii.edu/
http://www.spc.int/

