
ANNEX 5 
 
Analysis of replies received to questionnaires on CDMS Functional Requirements sent to 

the WMO Members in the last quarter of 1999 
 
 

The priorities, assigned by the Members to the 80 items in the tables, were looked at in 
three ways for the analysis (see headings on pages 2 to 5): 

• as one group ("ALL") comprising all the 96 Members who replied 
• as six groups corresponding to the six WMO Regions and 
• as two groups: the least-developed countries ("Least") according to UNCTAD 

(February 2000) and the remainder ("Rest"). 
 

96 Members replied giving their priority rankings to the items in the tables according to the 
scheme: 

• 3 = essential 
• 2 = useful (high priority) 
• 1 = useful (low priority) 
• 0 = not required. 

 
Looking at the results of the single "ALL" group, priorities for items 2.10 to 2.15 (SHIP, 

SYNOP-SHIP, radar, satellite, GRIB/GRID and pictures) are noticeably lower than the rest of the 
items and are, therefore, of low priority for the next WMO CDMSs.  
 

From a regional point of view, the mean for Gridded data (item 5.10) is consistent with 
that for GRIB/GRID (item 2.14) i.e. it is low for all Regions except Region III, where presumably 
large remote areas in countries make gridded data important. Besides this, there are few 
Regional particularities. A low ranking for item 3.1 for Region I may be due to the item's use not 
being made clear. 
 

The split of the replying countries into the 2 UNCTAD groups (viz. 14 "Least" countries 
and 82 "Rest" countries) gives the most interesting results. For this 2-way split, the "Least" group, 
with 0.8 mean priority for SHIP and SYNOP-SHIP, has the overall lowest of the mean priorities. 
However the percentage of countries with no shorelines in the groups needs to be taken into 
account when analysing SHIP results. The "Least" countries give high priorities to most of the 
"Details of quality control features" (items 4) including a 2.9 priority for Compliance with WMO 
Guide to Climatological Practices. Showing the same laudable interest in being well-informed, 
they give high priorities for methods used and facilities for processing data for agroclimatological 
products (item 10.1) and for the User Manual, Analysis/conception documents and Programming 
documentation (in item 11). Finally they have a high interest in Security management (item 12) 
and a low interest in automatic station data acquisition (item 2.6). 
 

The "least-developed" countries are one of the main target groups for the new WMO 
CDMS project and should have their particular requirements reflected in the CDMSs that are 
proposed for them. 
 


