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WMO General Regulations 42 and 43

Regulation 42

Recommendations of working groups shall have no status within the Organization until
they have been approved by the responsible constituent body. In the case of joint working
groups, the recommendations must be concurred with by the presidents of the constituent
bodies concerned before being submitted to the designated constituent body.

Regulation 43

In the case of a recommendation made by a working group between sessions of the
responsible constituent body, either in a session of a working group or by correspondence, the
president of the body may, as an exceptional measure, approve the recommendation on behalf of
the constituent body when the matter is, in his opinion, urgent, and does not appear to imply new
obligations for Members. He may then submit this recommendation for adoption by the Executive
Council or to the President of the Organization for action in accordance with Regulation 9(5).



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The CIMO Ad-Hoc Working Group on the CIMO WIGOS Pilot Project (CIMO-WIGOS-PP-1)
held its first session at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, from 31 January to
1 February 2008. The Ad-Hoc Working Group reviewed the guidance and outcomes of the first
session of Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing Systems
(WIGOS) and the WMO Information System (WIS), Geneva, Switzerland, 4-7 December 2007.

The meeting considered the expected involvement, role and responsibility of CIMO in
WIGOS. To address these issues, it would be necessary to enhance communication and
collaboration with other technical commissions and relevant WMO partner organizations that co-
sponsor, own and/or operate some of the observing systems.

The meeting agreed on the aim of the CIMO Pilot Project (CIMO-PP) that was to show what
would need to be done in the long-term to achieve the expected levels of integration and the
benefits that WIGOS would achieve.

It was reiterated that the role of CIMO would not be limited only to the development and
maintenance of observation standards and the traceability of measurements to international
standards, but also would include matters related to instrument intercomparisons and testing,
development of new instruments and systems, interoperability and compatibility of instruments and
observing systems, and capacity-building activities.

The meeting agreed that CIMO-PP should be realistic, taking into account the time and
availability of experts. It should be elaborated in two phases. The first phase would be to elaborate
the role and responsibilities of CIMO within WIGOS (proposed Terms of Reference of CIMO within
WIGOS). The second phase would be to develop proposals for implementation of the proposed
role and responsibilities of CIMO, as well as involvement of CIMO-PP in other Pilot Projects and
selected Demonstration Projects.

The meeting discussed the cross-cutting and underpinning role and responsibilities of
CIMO within the WIGOS-WIS framework. It examined the existing Terms of References of the
technical commissions in addressing the CIMQO’s role in the WIGOS framework.

The meeting developed the first proposal of the CIMO-PP on WIGOS “Elaboration of the
underpinning/crosscutting role and responsibilities of the Instruments and Methods of Observation
Programme and CIMO in the context of WIGOS”, determining how CIMO could best contribute to
and support the development of WIGOS.

This responsibility underpins all observations within WIGOS, and will be carried out in close
consultation with relevant WMO partner organizations that co-sponsor, own and/or operate some
of the observing systems.

The Final Report of the first session of the CIMO Ad-Hoc Working Group on the CIMO
WIGOS Pilot Project (CIMO-WIGOS-PP-1) is available at:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/reports.html.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the meeting

1.1.1 The first session of the CIMO Ad-Hoc Working Group on the CIMO WIGOS Pilot
Project (CIMO-WIGOS-PP-1) was opened by the President of CIMO, Dr John Nash, on
Thursday, 31 January 2008 at 09:30. The list of participants is provided in Annex I.

1.1.2 On behalf of the Secretary-General, Mr J. Lengoasa, Assistant Secretary-General,
welcomed the participants. Mr Lengoasa wished the participants a productive meeting and
an enjoyable stay in Geneva.

1.1.3 He emphasized the central role that CIMO should have in the WMO Integrated Global
Observing Systems (WIGOS) and invited the group to build bridges to the WMO co-
sponsored systems.

1.1.4 He pointed out that the goal of the meeting was to develop the CIMO Pilot Project on
WIGOS “Elaboration of the underpinning/crosscutting role and responsibilities of the
Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme and CIMO in the context of WIGOS”,
determining how CIMO should best contribute to and support the development of WIGOS.

1.1.5 The President recalled that all CIMO related activities had a clear link with the
integration planned within WIGOS, and that in the past some problems had hindered earlier
attempts of integration. Dr Nash expressed his wish that the WIGOS initiative would be an
opportunity to overcome those problems.

1.2 Adoption of the agenda
1.2.1 The meting adopted the agenda as reproduced at the beginning of this report.
1.3 Working arrangements
1.3.1 The working hours and tentative timetable for the meeting were agreed upon.

2. DEVELOPMENT OF THE CIMO PILOT PROJECT ON THE WMO INTEGRATED
OBSERVING SYSTEMS (CIMO-WIGOS-PP)

Report of the EC-WG/WIGOS-WIS-1 meeting

2.1 The CIMO Vice-President, Mr Rainer Dombrowsky, informed the meeting about the
first meeting of the Executive Council Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global
Observing Systems (WIGOS) and WMO Information System (WIS), (Geneva, Switzerland,
December 2007), highlighting the main topics and outcomes of this meeting relevant to the
future role and responsibilities of CIMO in WIGOS.

2.2 He explained that WIGOS is not an individual system, but a framework of observing
systems, the centre of which is standardization of measurements (instruments and methods
of observation). To address the role and responsibilities of CIMO in WIGOS, it would be
necessary to enhance communication and collaboration with other technical commissions
and partners who co-sponsor, own and/or operate some of the observing systems.
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2.3 The meeting considered the information and discussed the expected involvement
and role of CIMO in WIGOS.

2.4 The CIMO President explained the aim of the CIMO Pilot Project (CIMO-PP) that is to
show what would need to be done in the long-term to achieve the expected levels of
integration and the benefits that WIGOS would achieve.

2.5 It was reiterated that the role of CIMO was not limited only to the development and
maintenance of observation standards and the traceability of measurements to international
standards, but also included matters related to instrument intercomparisons and testing,
development of new instruments and systems, interoperability and compatibility of
instruments and observing systems, and capacity-building activities.

2.6 As for standardization, there is different understanding of WMO Members regarding
the Guide on Instruments and Methods of Observation, WMO-No. 8 (CIMO Guide), where in
some cases the Guide is considered as a mandatory publication providing standards for
observation whereas in other cases it is considered only as guidance. The meeting
expressed its opinion that in future it would probably be necessary to develop a classification
of standards (e.g. desired level of standardization and minimum acceptable level of
standardization) with regular updates.

2.7 The meeting agreed that the CIMO Pilot Project should be realistic, taking into
account time and availability of experts. It should be elaborated in two phases. The first
phase would be to elaborate the role and responsibilities of CIMO within WIGOS (proposed
Terms of Reference of CIMO within WIGOS). The second phase would be to develop
proposals for implementation of the proposed role of CIMO, as well as involvement of the
CIMO-PP in other Pilot Projects and selected Demonstration Projects.

Terms of Reference of WMO Technical Commissions

2.8 The meeting discussed the cross-cutting and underpinning role and responsibilities of
CIMO within the WIGOS-WIS framework. It examined the existing Terms of Reference (TOR)
of the technical commissions in addressing the CIMOQO'’s role in the WIGOS framework. The
representative of CHy informed the meeting that the Terms of reference of CHy were slightly
modified in English version, part d) as follows: “Promoting the collaboration and linkages
among hydrology, meteorology, and environmental management.”

The CIMO Pilot Project on WIGOS

2.9 The meeting developed the first proposal of the CIMO-PP on WIGOS “Elaboration of
the underpinning/crosscutting role and responsibilities of the Instruments and Methods of
Observation Programme and CIMO in the context of WIGOS”, determining how CIMO could
best contribute to and support the development of WIGOS. The draft of the CIMO-PP is
reproduced in Annexes Il & 111

2.10 The meeting requested the WIGOS Planning Office to examine the proposal
submitted by Morocco at the CIMO-MG-5 meeting (Geneva, Switzerland, 28-30 January
2008) as a potential WIGOS Demonstration Project. If appropriate, Morocco should be asked
to fill in the template and submit it for consideration to the WIGOS Planning Office and the
EC WG on WIGOS/WIS

2.11 Due to the proposed involvement of the CIMO-PP in other Pilot Projects and selected
Demonstration Projects, the meeting proposed to have a two day meeting of the CIMO Ad-
Hoc Working Group on the CIMO WIGOS Pilot Project following TECO-2008 (St. Petersburg,
Russian Federation, November 2008).
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2.12 The meeting agreed that the CIMO President should present the elaborated roles and
responsibilities of CIMO within WIGOS to the Meeting of Presidents of Technical
Commissions (Geneva, Switzerland, 20-22 February 2008) and to ask the presidents of other
technical commissions for their comments.

2.13 The meeting decided that the CIMO Vice-president will be the Project Manager of the
CIMO-PP on WIGOS, and will recommend who should be the CIMO representative in the
other Pilot and Demonstration Projects.

2.14 The JCOMM representative, Mr Etienne Charpentier, informed the meeting about
third session of the JCOMM Data Management Coordination Group (DMCG-III), Ostend,
Belgium, 26-28 March 2008. Mr Charpentier asked for CIMO representative to attend the
ad-hoc planning meeting of the JCOMM Pilot Project on WIGOS which would be held
following the DMCG on 29 March 2008. The meeting agreed that the CIMO Vice-President
would represent CIMO in this meeting.

2.15 It is expected that the CAS/CBS Pilot Project on WIGOS would have its first meeting
earlier in the same week in Geneva, Switzerland. It was agreed that the Vice-President
should also represent CIMO in that meeting.

2.16 The representative of the Commission of Hydrology (CHy), Mr Gabriel Arduino,
informed that a meeting of the CHy Advisory Working Group would take place from form 11
to 15 February 2008, and that it would examine the Flow Measurement Instruments and
Techniques Assessment Proposal. This is the agenda item 4.3.6 of the AWG session. The
WMO Secretariat representative was provided with a hard copy of the document related to
this agenda item together with its annex, which describes the proposal. In case of approval of
this proposal by the CHy it would be possible to cooperate with the WIGOS CIMO project.
The electronic version of the above mentioned documents were provided to the WMO
Secretariat representative after the meeting. The meeting considered that these issues and
other issues related to other WIGOS pilot project could be discussed during the session of
PTC.

3. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The session closed on Friday, 1 February 2008 at 15:44 hours
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The CIMO Pilot Project on WIGOS

“Elaboration of the underpinning/crosscutting role and responsibilities of the
Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme and CIMO in the context of WIGOS”

Project Name

Elaboration of the underpinning/crosscutting role and responsibilities of
the Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme and CIMO in
the context of WIGOS

Acronym

N/A

Project Type

Pilot

Project Status

The pilot is currently in its initial stage of collaboration and planning.

Project Overview

This pilot is directed at defining the CIMO’s role and responsibilities
within the WIGOS-WIS framework. Once these proposed role and
responsibilities (Terms of Reference (TOR)) are endorsed by the EC-
WG-WIGOS/WIS and Sub-group on WIGOS, the proposal will be tested
and demonstrated across the remaining WIGOS Pilot and Demonstration
Projects to prove the effectiveness of the proposed TOR in addressing
the WIGOS needs.

Project Aims

Phase 1 of this project is to elaborate the underpinning / crosscutting role
of CIMO in WIGOS (TOR for CIMO in the context of WIGQOS).

Phase 2 of this project is to develop and implement a plan which
demonstrates the process by which CIMO fulfils its newly EC-agreed role
and responsibilities within the WIGOS framework.

Partners/Participants

Phase 1. All WMO Technical Commissions and Co-sponsored
Programmes and related International Organizations.

Phase 2: Selected WIGOS Pilot & Demonstration Projects relevant to the
CIMO-PP.

Funding Source(s)

The two phases of this project will, to the maximum extent possible,
make use of the expertise to be provided through the working structure
of CIMO and its WIGOS partners. Additional support will be required
through the WMO budget and/or WIGOS-WIS Trust Fund.

Project Timescale

Phase 1: pilot project proposal for the role of CIMO within WIGOS and
draft implementation plan development; fourth quarter 2008.
Phase 2: Implementation: 2009-2011.

Expected Key
Deliverables

Phase 1: Proposed CIMO TOR within WIGOS and draft proposal for
implementation.

Phase 2: Project implementation, periodic evaluation and management,
a report with recommendations.

Project Links

http:Avww . XXXXXXXXXXX

Project Summary

The CIMO Pilot Project is in the first stages of development

Date of Last Update

01/02/2008

CIMO Contact Person
Name

Organization
Address

Telephone
Fax
E-Mail

Rainer Dombrowsky

NOAA Homeland Security Programme Office

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
1315 East-West Highway

SSMC3, Room 10846

SILVER SPRING, MD 20910-3283

United States of America

+1 202 282 9937

+1 202 282 8782

Rainer.Dombrowsky@noaa.gov




CIMO WIGOS-PP-1, ANNEX Il

Role and Responsibilities of the Commission for Instruments and
Methods of Observation (CIMO) within the framework of the WMO
Integrated Global Observing Systems (WIGOS)

Within the framework of the WMO Integrated Global Observing Systems (WIGOS)

The Commission shall be responsible for matters relating to international standardization,
compatibility and sustainability of instruments and methods of observation of meteorological,
climatological, hydrological, oceanographic, and related geophysical and environmental

variables.

This responsibility underpins all observations within WIGOS, and will be carried out in close
consultation with relevant WMO partner organizations that co-sponsor, own and/or operate
some of the observing systems.

This shall include in particular (priority to be defined at later stage):

(@)
(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)
(h)

Addressing the requirements across all elements of WIGOS for standardized and
compatible observations, including data content, quality and metadata;

Providing advice, studies and recommendations concerning effective and
sustainable use of instruments and methods of observation, including methods for
testing, calibration and quality management consistent with the WMO Quality
Management Framework ;

Conducting and/or coordinating global and regional field intercomparisons and
functional testing of instruments and methods of observation;

Promoting the development of measurement traceability to recognized international
standards, including reference instruments and effective hierarchy of world, regional,
national and lead centres for instrument calibration, development and testing;
Promoting compatibility, inter-calibration, integration and inter-operability with
respect to both, and between, space-based and surface-based (in situ and remote
sensing) observations, including conducting testbed observing experiments;
Encouraging research and development of new approaches in the field of
instruments and methods of observation of meteorological, climatological,
hydrological, oceanographic, and related geophysical and environmental variables;
Promoting the appropriate and economical production and use of instruments and
methods of observation with particular attention to the needs of developing countries;
Supporting training and capacity building activities in the area of instruments and
methods of observation.




