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Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks 

(1)  Achievements ς Things to Note 

ü SAON Terms of Reference approved by IASC and Arctic Council 

ü SAON Board and Executive Committee established 

ü SAON Board had two face-to-face meetings in 2012, next meeting will be at Arctic 
Observing Summit (see below) 

ü National SAON Coordination Committees established in the eight Arctic countries 
and some none-Arctic countries 

ü SAON core activities are 23 SAON Tasks 

ü First Arctic Observing Summit (AOS) will be held in Vancouver on 30 April - 2 May 
(AOS is a SAON task) 

ü WMO is involved with a task: Rolling Review of Requirements 
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(1)  Future Plans ς Things to Discuss 

ü Developing a high-level SAON Strategy for setting overarching goals and objectives  

ü Starting in 2014 in Helsinki, Arctic Observing Summit (AOS) will be held in 
conjunction with Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) 

ü Plans for SAON to connect to global observing systems, initial discussions with 
GEO Secretariat 

ü Relationship between SAON and International Polar Initiative (IPI) 

ü Maintain close link to WMO 
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