Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes
(IPET-DRC)


The fourteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS-XIV), held in Dubrovnik, Croatia, 25 March – 2 April 2009, established the IPET-DRC under the Open Programme Area Group on Information Systems and Services (OPAG-ISS) to maintain WMO data representations and to monitor and coordinate the progress of migration to TDCF.  The Team, in collaboration with IPET-MDI, also reviews and clarifies the WMO data representations, to ensure efficient and effective implementations, interoperability and consistency with the WMO Metadata Core Profile and with the WMO data model.

Tasks of IPET-DRC
(Requirements for changes to representation forms should be provided by the WMO Programmes)

(a)
Maintain WMO data representations and further develop table-driven codes in particular BUFR, CREX, and GRIB edition 2, by defining descriptors, common sequences and data templates, including the data representation of regional practices, so they meet the requirements of all Members and other concerned international organizations, such as ICAO, most efficiently;

(b)
Adapt and update the alphanumeric code regulations for table-driven code forms; coordinate with the OPAG on IOS to ensure their observation representation requirements are met;

(c)
Invite, coordinate and assist Members to validate modified or new formats, and provide Members with guidance on data representation of national practices;

(d)
Monitor and coordinate the progress of migration to TDCF;

(e)
Update the content of the Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306) and associated reference and guidance materials as required and publish in suitable electronic formats;

(f)
Publish the Code Tables in appropriate processable electronic formats;

(g)
In collaboration with IPET-MDI, review and clarify the WMO data representations, to ensure efficient and effective implementations, interoperability and consistency with the WMO Metadata Core Profile and with the WMO data model that it is starting to be developed.
