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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM RELATING TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1
Opening of the session

At the kind invitation of the Government of the United States of America (USA), the thirtieth session of the RA IV Hurricane Committee will be held in Orlando, Florida, USA, from 23 to 28 April 2008.  Detailed information on the exact location of the session and other information on material arrangements for the session are given in RA IV/HC‑XXX/INF. 1.

1.2
Election of officers


The Committee will elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman who will hold office until their successors are elected. 

1.3
Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda, contained in RA IV/HC-XXX/Doc. 1, will be submitted to the session for adoption.  The order of the agenda may be modified during the session and additional items introduced.

1.4
Working arrangements for the session

Under this agenda item the Committee will decide on its working hours and other arrangements for the session.  The working languages of this session will be English and Spanish.  The session will be conducted in one committee.  Small working parties may be established, as required, to consider specific subjects and, thereby, to facilitate the work of the session.  It is, however, pointed out that only one team of interpreters will be available.

2.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE
The chairman of the Committee will be invited to make a brief report at the session on the activities carried out since the twenty-ninth session of the Committee in March/April 2007 and on other relevant matters.  His report may also draw attention to developments of concern to the Committee and suggest particular activities to which special attention could be given in the future.

3.
COORDINATION WITHIN THE WMO TROPICAL CYCLONE PROGRAMME
Before giving detailed consideration to the activities specifically within its own area of primary concern, the Committee may wish to carry out a broad-based review of the developments under the WMO Tropical Cyclone Programme and its associated activities in relation to both the general component and all sectors of the regional component.

A report on the status of implementation of the Tropical Cyclone Programme will be submitted to the Committee in a document to be prepared by the Secretariat, which will provide an overview of the whole range of activities being conducted under the programme, including activities in other tropical cyclone areas.  The steps to be taken to implement the activities under the programme within the context of the WMO Strategic Plan and within the framework of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), and the coordination between the Hurricane Committee and the other regional bodies might usefully be reviewed.  The Committee is invited to comment on the activities within the programme and the framework within which it operates and to make proposals for further development of the TCP and strengthening of the links within it.

4.
REVIEW OF THE PAST HURRICANE SEASON

The Committee is concerned with seeking ways of improving hurricane warning services for the benefit of Members of RA IV affected by such storms.  During 2007, a number of storms affected the Region.  The Committee may wish, therefore, as done at previous sessions, to carry out a detailed review of the actual events of the past hurricane season as a prelude to discussing ways of improving the facilities available, the existing cooperative and coordinated arrangements and the services provided.

4.1
Summary of the past season

The chairman of the Committee will be invited to make the necessary arrangements for the presentation at the session of an in-depth review of the 2007 hurricane season.

4.2
Reports of hurricanes, tropical storms, tropical disturbances and related flooding during 2007
Members which have experienced hurricanes, tropical storms or tropical disturbances and related floodings and storm surges during the 2007 season are invited to submit to the session concise reports on the functioning of the warning systems, lessons to be derived from these events, measures already taken as a consequence and proposals, if any, for regional action.  In view of the time required for translation, reproduction and distribution, Members were requested to send these reports to the Secretariat by 15 February 2007.  More detailed reports on technical aspects of these systems and on their impact may be submitted directly to the session and Members should provide 40 copies for distribution at the session.  There will be no facilities available for translation of such reports at the session.

5.
COORDINATION IN OPERATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE HURRICANE WARNING SYSTEM AND RELATED MATTERS

One of the primary tasks of the Committee is to promote the coordination and the improvement of the functioning, under operational conditions, of the various elements of the warning systems for hurricanes and related phenomena.  Following the practice adopted at previous sessions, Members are invited to submit for consideration by the Committee operational matters involving procedural problems.  A consolidated document, based on Members' submissions, will be prepared by the Secretariat.

6.
REVIEW OF THE RA IV HURRICANE OPERATIONAL PLAN
It is proposed that the Committee, at its twenty-ninth session, should carry out a review of the Hurricane Operational Plan and recommend any changes it may consider necessary.  The review would take into account the important role of the RSMC Miami - Hurricane Center and the discussions under agenda items 4.2 and 5 above.  Thus, in addition to an updating of the plan, it is suggested that experiences during the past hurricane season and suggestions from Members agreed upon may lead to changes in the arrangements set out in the Operational Plan and improvements in the operational system at regional and national levels.

7.
REVIEW OF THE COMMITTEE'S TECHNICAL PLAN AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMME FOR 2008 AND BEYOND

The RA IV Hurricane Committee's Technical Plan and its Implementation Programme adopted by Resolution 8 (X-RA IV) and retained by XIV-RA IV, forms the basis for the long-term programme of the Committee's activities.  The Technical Plan by its nature calls for regular updating as various parts of it are implemented by the Members concerned and the requirements are revised in the light of new developments.  The plan consists of five components and information is provided and some proposals are made in the following sub‑items on which the Committee may wish to take action at this session. 

7.1
Meteorological Component


The review of this component of the Technical Plan should be undertaken in the light of information presented by the Secretariat and participants at the session on the present status of implementation of the WWW, and the needs for additional data, facilities and arrangements of the purpose of hurricane detection, monitoring and forecasting.  This component of the plan should also reflect the overall planning for modernization of Meteorological Services to strengthen the hurricane warning system.

7.2
Hydrological component


The committee will be invited to review the activities implemented at national and regional levels within the framework of the hydrological component of its Technical Plan and to recommend any further action which it considers should be undertaken.  The Committee will be informed of the relevant plans and activities of the RA IV Working Group on Hydrology.

7.3
Disaster prevention and preparedness component

The Committee will wish to review the disaster prevention and preparedness component of its Technical Plan within the framework of the decisions of the Fifteenth World Meteorological Congress and taking into account developments in relation to the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR).  The reports of Members on the 2007 hurricane season to be considered under agenda item 4 may lead to proposals for corrective measures.  In addition, experience gained during the past season and with other events that have taken place since the last session of the Committee, may provide a basis for the Committee to reflect more closely the requirements of Members for action to improve their capability in this part of the Committee's programme.  Members and international organizations concerned, such as the ISDR Secretariat, IFRC and CDERA, will be invited to provide relevant information to the Committee.

7.4
Training


The Committee has emphasized that there is a continuing need for further development in the field of training related to hurricanes for its Members countries, particularly the organization of special training courses and workshops, and to make greater use of the existing training centres.  Information will be provided on the more important recent and planned WMO education and training activities that are of particular relevance to the Committee to assist it in identifying and formulating requirements for future training activities.

7.5
Research


A document will be provided by the Secretariat to assist the Committee in its deliberations on this item.  It will focus on the follow-up actions to the Sixth WMO International Workshop on Tropical Cyclones (IWTC-VI, San José, Costa Rica, 21 to 30 November 2006) and provide information on activities of interest to the Committee under the WMO Tropical Meteorology Research Programme. 

8.
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMITTEE'S TECHNICAL PLAN AND STRENGTHENING OF THE OPERATIONAL PLAN

At the session, the Committee will be informed of assistance pertinent to the implementation of the Technical Plan or strengthening of the Operational Plan, which has been provided to some Members since the last session.  Details will be given on assistance provided under the Voluntary Cooperation Programme and from regular budget funds of WMO.

During the discussion on this item the Committee will be invited to review and update the requirements for further assistance and to establish priorities for its eventual approval and delivery.  It may wish to consider other possible potential sources of support to the Committee's programme.

9.
SCIENTIFIC LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS

It is proposed that, within the limits of the possibilities, some time be devoted to scientific lectures and discussions.  Details of the programme are being considered in consultation with the chairman of the Committee and will be announced during the session.

10.
DATE AND PLACE OF THE THIRY-FIRST SESSION

It is desirable that Members should consider offering to host future sessions of the Committee and that each session should set an approximate date for the next session.

11.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

_________________

