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INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

1.
Place and date of the session


The thirtieth session of the RA IV Hurricane Committee will be held in Orlando, Florida, United States of America, from 23 to 28 April 2008.  The venue for the session will be;
Orlando World Center Marriott Resort and Convention Center.
8701 World Center Drive
Orlando FL 32821
407 238 4200

2.
Working languages

The working languages of the session will be English and Spanish.  Simultaneous interpretation will be provided for the meeting.

3.
Documentation


There will be no facilities for translation of documents submitted during the session.  The pre‑session documents processed by the Secretariat will be in English and Spanish.  The provisional reports will also be produced in both languages.

4.
Local Secretariat

Any additional information concerning the arrangements for the session may be requested from:


Courtney Draggon


International Activities Office


U.S. National Weather Service

1325 East West Highway


W/IA, 11126


Silver Spring, Maryland 20910


USA


Email:  Courtney.Draggon@noaa.gov

Tel:  301-713-0645 or 301-713-1790 ext. 114

Fax:  301-587-4524

5.
Immigration requirements


All visitors are advised to check with airlines or local travel agents for information regarding entry requirements.  Due to heightened security requirements participants are further advised to begin the visa process as soon as possible.  Upon confirmation of your participation please make a visa appointment at your nearest US Embassy or Consulate.  

The visa has to be requested in the United States Embassy or the Consulate in your countries.

6.
Hotel accommodation
WMO, in collaboration with NOAA/NWS, has made arrangements for providing hotel accommodation for all the participants who will be provided with financial support by WMO.  Participants will stay at Orlando World Center Marriott Resort and Convention Center, same as the venue for the session.  Please access the following website for detailed information of the hotel;

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mcowc-orlando-world-center-marriott-resort-and-convention-center
The room rate will be USD 109 for a single room at a group rate.  Reservations and subsequent payments to the hotel will be made by WMO for the WMO-funded participants in cooperation with NWS.  Attached please find the hotel registration form.  To ensure the group rate, complete the Hotel Reservation Form and fax or email back to the Local Secretariat as soon as possible but not later than April 4, 2008.   Please do not contact the hotel directly.
7.
Currency
In the USA the unit of currency is the US dollar.  US dollar traveller’s cheques and credit cards (American Express, Diners Club, Master Card, Visa, etc.) are accepted in most of the major outlets.


Very important information

Participants MUST bring with them US dollars, traveller’s cheques and/or cash for the length of their stay.  There are NO BANKS in Orlando that will cash a cheque, even United States Federal Government cheques unless the person has an account in the bank. 

8. Transportation from and to the airport

Transportation from the hotel to the airport and vice versa will be the responsibility of the participant 
9. Average climate in Orlando (during this period)

High temperatures for the Orlando area for April are on average 83 degrees Fahrenheit and low temperatures are on average 60 degrees Fahrenheit 
10. Electricity

The electric supply in Orlando is standard: 110V 60 cycles.
11. Others


Following the 30th session of the RA IV Hurricane Committee, 28th Conference on Hurricanes and Tropical Meteorology will be held from 28 April to 2 May 2008 at the Wyndham Orlando Resort.  For the participants who wish to attend the Conference, NOAA/NWS will cover the registration fee (lodging and per diem should be paid by the participants).  Those participants may continue to stay at Orlando World Center Marriott Resort and Convention Center at the group rate (see 6.).  For details of the Conference, please access;


http://www.ametsoc.org/MEET/fainst/200828Hurricane.html
___________________

	
HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

WMO RAIV Hurricane Committee
23 TO 28 APRIL 2008
Orlando World Center Marriott Resort and Convention Center
Florida, USA

Please complete the form and send to:
Courtney.Draggon@noaa.gov or  Fax to  301-587-4524

	First Name:

	Last Name:

	Organization:

	Address:

	City:

	State:

	Zip code:

	Country:

	Phone number:

	Email:

	Date of check-in:

	Date of check-out:

	NOTE TO PARTICIPANTS FUNDED BY WMO:
The cost of the room, $109.USD/night, will not be charged to the participant, but a credit card will be required at the time of check-in to guarantee payment of all incidentals (internet, phone calls, food services) charged to the room.

	NOTE TO PARTICIPANTS NOT FUNDED BY WMO:
The room charge is $109. USD/night, a credit card will be required upon check-in.


