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A.
Introduction and Background

1.
In November or December each year, Directors of Meteorological Services of the 16 English-speaking States that make up the Caribbean Meteorological Organization (CMO)
, hold an early review of the past hurricane season, as well as a review of the regional coordination within the WMO RA IV hurricane warning system.  The review of these matters is then contained in a report to the Governing Body of the CMO, which is a Ministerial-level Caribbean Meteorological Council (CMC).  When appropriate, these matters are also raised by representatives at the sessions of the Hurricane Committee, particularly if there are concerns or issues to be resolved.  

2.
The 33rd session of the RA IV Hurricane Committee (Cayman Islands, March 2011) carried out a review of the backup arrangements within its Operational Plan, as a result of a request from the British Caribbean Territories on behalf of the Caribbean Meteorological Organization.  These backup arrangements were discussed in light of the operational impact of the passage of Hurricane Tomas across the Caribbean in 2010.  In the process of its deliberation on the matter, the Hurricane Committee recognized that there were no backup arrangements for Belize and some other States.  The Committee initiated a discussion among the NMHSs on the matter and came up with the following proposal for modification of the backup arrangements, which would need to be decided upon formally on a bilateral basis:

(i) Antigua will take over the responsibility of Barbados with respect to the island and coastal waters of Dominica;

(ii) Barbados will take over the responsibility of Antigua and/or Saint Lucia;

(iii) Barbados will take over the responsibility of Trinidad and Tobago;

(iv) Jamaica will take over the responsibility of the Cayman Islands;

(v) Trinidad and Tobago will take over the responsibility of Barbados with respect to the islands and coastal waters of Barbados and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  Trinidad and Tobago will serve as a secondary backup to Barbados with respect to Saint Lucia;

(vi) The USA will take over the responsibility of Jamaica;

(vii) The Cayman Islands will take over the responsibility of Belize, with Jamaica serving as a secondary backup to the Cayman Islands with respect to Belize. 
3.
The formalities for bilateral arrangements within Member States of the CMO are made by the Caribbean Meteorological Council.  Therefore, the results of the 33rd session of the Hurricane Committee deliberations on this matter were presented to the 51st session of the CMC (Roseau, Dominica, November 2011), which accepted the proposal of the Hurricane Committee.  The CMC therefore:

(i) Passed a new formal Resolution, shown in ANNEX I, to reflect the new backup arrangements 
(ii) Urged the affected NMHSs to inform all relevant national authorities and organizations of the arrangements;

(iii) Also Urged the affected NMHSs to formally exchange detailed operational material to enable the smooth implementation of backup operations.

4.
In this regard therefore, the Hurricane Committee is requested to modify Chapter 2 of the Hurricane Operational Plan to include these formal backup arrangements shown in paragraph 2 above.
______
CARIBBEAN METEOROLOGICAL COUNCIL

RESOLUTION 1, CMC51, 2011 - REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR METEOROLOGICAL FORECAST AND WARNING SERVICES AMONG CMO MEMBER STATES

THE CARIBBEAN METEOROLOGICAL COUNCIL,

Noting that the National Meteorological and Hydrometeorological Services (NMHS) of the CMO Member States have developed to various scientific and technical levels over the years,

Considering that the Weather Forecast and Warning Offices of Member States, with the higher scientific and technical levels and functions, operate round-the-clock and year-round and that the Aeronautical Meteorological Offices of Member States operate according to aeronautical requirements,

Taking into account the existing arrangements made under the auspices of the Caribbean Meteorological Organization in which the Member States with the Weather Forecast and Warning Offices provide the same weather forecast and warning services to those States without such offices, as well as the back-up arrangements between Services,

Noting further that these arrangements form the basis for many other international arrangements or agreements, such as the responsibilities of Member States for forecasts and warnings within the Regional Hurricane Warning System of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the provision of aeronautical meteorological forecasts and warnings under the auspices of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
Recognizing the major importance of these arrangements and having reviewed the scientific and technical capacities of the NMHSs of Member States, 

Decides that the following arrangements shall apply:

	Member States with Weather Forecast and Warning Offices
	States and Areas of Responsibility for Forecasts and Warnings

	Antigua & Barbuda
	The islands and coastal waters of Antigua & Barbuda, Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, Montserrat, St. Kitts & Nevis

	Barbados
	The islands and coastal waters of Barbados, Dominica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	Belize
	The islands, coastal waters and inland areas of Belize

	Cayman Islands
	The islands and coastal waters of the Cayman Islands

	Grenada
	The islands and coastal waters of Grenada and its dependencies (weather forecasts)

	Guyana
	The coastal waters and inland areas of Guyana

	Jamaica
	The island and coastal waters of Jamaica

	Saint Lucia
	The island and coastal waters of Saint Lucia

	Trinidad and Tobago
	The islands and coastal waters of Trinidad and Tobago; tropical cyclone warnings responsibility for Grenada and its dependencies

	By agreement between CMO and The Bahamas (non-CMO Member), the Bahamas area of responsibility for forecasts and warnings includes the islands and coastal waters of the Turks and Caicos Islands


Also decides that, having consulted with the WMO Hurricane Committee for the region, the following backup arrangements for tropical cyclone watches and warnings, Aerodrome Forecasts (TAF) for main airports and agreed upon essential products, as determined under the auspices of the WMO and ICAO, shall apply:  
(i) 
Antigua will take over the responsibility of Barbados with respect to the island and coastal waters of Dominica;

(ii) Barbados will take over the responsibility of Antigua and/or Saint Lucia;

(iii) Barbados will take over the responsibility of Trinidad and Tobago;

(iv) Jamaica will take over the responsibility of the Cayman Islands;

(v) Trinidad and Tobago will take over the responsibility of Barbados with respect to the islands and coastal waters of Barbados and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  Trinidad and Tobago will serve as a secondary backup to Barbados with respect to Saint Lucia;

(vi) The USA will take over the responsibility of Jamaica;

(vii) The Cayman Islands will take over the responsibility of Belize, with Jamaica serving as a secondary backup to the Cayman Islands with respect to Belize.

Further decides 

(i) that the NMHSs of all Member States should ensure that all stakeholders at the national level are aware of these arrangements and that the CMO Headquarters should make this Resolution permanently available on its Website; 

(ii) that variations in the international arrangements or agreements emanating from the above should be made in collaboration with and coordinated by the Headquarters of the Caribbean Meteorological Organization;
(iii) to review this Resolution whenever significant changes in the arrangements are proposed.

This Resolution replaces Resolution 2 of CMC50, which is no longer in effect.

______
� Member States of the CMO: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts/Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands.





