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STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF WORLD METEOROLOGICAL DAY 2007

WMO Headquarters, Geneva, 23 March 2007

by

Artur N. Chilingarov, Guest of Honour,

Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation

Special Representative of the President of the Russian Federation on

International Polar Year issues

Mr Jarraud, Secretary-General of WMO,

Distinguished colleagues,

Ladies and gentlemen,

In May 2003, the Fourteenth World Meteorological Congress endorsed Russia’s proposal to make 2007-2008 International Polar Year (IPY). Over the next four years, the IPY Joint Committee and International Programme Office, participating countries and international organizations worked intensively to find solutions for a host of scientific and organizational issues, some of which proved to be unsolvable. However, through good will, cooperation and an understanding of the importance of the challenges faced by the IPY, we have achieved our goals.
Thus, three weeks ago, on 1 March 2007, research under the IPY projects began. Over the next two years, thousands of scientists from different countries will be carrying out coordinated Arctic and Antarctic research based on the combined activities of national and international programmes. This International Polar Year will continue the traditions started back in the nineteenth century by the first IPY (1882-1883) and developed in the twentieth century by the second IPY (1932-1933) and the International Geophysical Year (IGY) (1957-1958).
I would like to congratulate you all on the start of this remarkable research experiment. 
The Russian expedition research plan for 2007 has turned out to be fairly intense.
We started the Polar Year with a high-latitude airborne expedition in the Antarctic, during which we ran through the basic principles for using helicopters in search-and-rescue missions.
Two Mi-8 helicopters were transported to Chile’s southernmost airfield in Punta Arenas, by the largest cargo plane in the world, the An-124 Ruslan. From this point, the helicopters crossed the Drake Passage under their own power making two stops, at the Chilean Teniente Marsh Airbase and the airfield at the British Rothera station, before reaching the ice-airfield at Patriot Hills. After welcoming the Russian Government’s delegation on board and flying a further 1,100 kilometres, the helicopters landed at the US Amundsen-Scott station near the South Pole. The Russian pilots and specialists showed great skill and professionalism, though the expedition could not have taken place without close cooperation with polar experts from Chile, the United Kingdom and the USA.
Russia’s work in Antarctica during the IPY will be done in cooperation with other countries under the major projects, COmprehensive Meteorological dataset of active IPY Antarctic measurement PhAse for Scientific and applied Studies (COMPASS) and Climate of the Antarctic and Southern Ocean (CASO), whose goals are to study large-scale atmospheric and oceanic processes in the South Pole area and to create unique datasets.

Active expedition work in the Arctic will start in April. Sea voyages will take place from April to November on scientific expedition vessels Akademik Fedorov and Mikhail Somov, icebreakers Rossiya and Yamal and research vessels Ivan Petrov, Professor Stockman and Nansen.

The high-latitude expedition Arctic 2007 on the scientific expedition vessel Akademik Fedorov will be making original geological-geophysical research into the Gakkel and Lomonosov Ridges using Mir manned deep-sea craft. We also plan to make a dive at the geographical North Pole.

The expedition research plan includes a large amount of observations from drifting ice, which will start in April with the organization of a drift camp system in the near-polar region and a temporary drift station in the area of the northern Novosibirsk Islands. The drifting station Severny polyus 35 will start work in September.

Scientists from Canada, France, Germany, Norway, Poland and the USA will also take part in some of these expeditions.

Three international expeditions will also take place in the Arctic in 2007: a Russian-American one on the icebreaker Kapitan Nikolaev under the Nansen and Amundsen Basins Observational System (NABOS) programme, a Russian-German one on the scientific expedition vessel Polarstern in the Laptev Sea, and a Russian-French one on the yacht Tara under the European project Developing Arctic Modeling and Observing Capabilities for Long-term Environmental Studies (DAMOCLES).

Construction of the international climate observatory in Tiksi, Russia, will be finished in the autumn of 2007. This observatory will complete the network of baseline stations studying radiation processes and the Arctic climate system composed, inter alia, of the stations in Barrow (USA), Alert (Canada), Summit (Greenland) and Ny Ålesund (Norway). The first phase of the Tiksi observatory’s operations started in November 2006 but the opening of the clean air facility is scheduled for autumn 2007. Scientists from Finland and Norway are helping Roshydromet and NOAA to set up the observatory and participation by scientists from other countries is also planned.

The work of the Russian-German station on Samoylov Island (Lena delta) will continue and we will start implementing the international deep-water drilling programme in Lake Elgygytgyn (Chukotka region).
The level of international cooperation in research expeditions in 2007 is clearly satisfactory.
I think that measures taken specifically by Russia have played a significant role here. For example, ice-breaking fees for passage along the Northern Sea Route were halved especially for the IPY programmes. The time taken for clearance of applications for scientific research in Russia’s exclusive economic zone was also halved, from six to three months.
However, opportunities for international cooperation within the IPY are not being fully exploited. In particular, only one foreign scientist is scheduled to take part in the drift station’s work this year. Altogether, a maximum of only 80 foreign scientists will be participating in Russian expeditions in 2007, which is very few when you consider the scale of the IPY’s expedition activities. 
Naturally, participation in various expeditions is defined first and foremost by the scientific programmes. But I would like to appeal to you, ladies and gentlemen, to use the opportunities presented by the IPY to the full. The next time such an opportunity arises may be 50 years from now.
Thank you for your attention.
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