Report to the High-level Segment of WCC-3
by the Chair of the Expert Segment, Dr Alexander I. Bedritsky
3 September morning 
Excellencies, distinguished scientists and delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
I am pleased to report the conclusions of the Expert Segment of the Conference which has taken place over the past three days.
The Expert Segment has been attended by some 1500 participants including world experts in many aspects of climate science and in the provision and application of climate services.

The purpose of the Expert Segment was to draw on this wide range of expertise to take stock of what has been achieved by the UN system and its partners over the past 30 years under the World Climate Programme and other climate science and service programmes; and to guide the formulation of the scientific, operational and application components of the proposed new Global Framework of Climate Services.

Through a series of plenary and parallel sessions, round tables, forums, workshops and other events, the experts have reviewed a wide range of issues and considerations bearing on the provision of enhanced climate services around the world.  Their detailed conclusions and recommendations will be brought together in the Conference Proceedings for use by the World Meteorological Organization and its UN System and other partners in the further development and implementation of the enhanced Global Framework for Climate Services over the next few years.
The most important conclusions and recommendations from the Expert Segment have been summarized in the Conference Statement which I am honoured to deliver to the High-level Segment.  I can report that, in summary, the Expert Segment:
(a)
Explored ways for the global community to work more closely together, in support of the UN System Delivery as One on Climate Knowledge, to achieve better use of climate information and prediction in facing the shared challenge of climate variability and change;
(b)
Examined in detail the needs and capabilities for use of climate prediction and information in such critically-important climate-sensitive sectors as:

· human health

· sustainable energy
· water

· transportation and tourism

· biodiversity and natural resource management

· more sustainable cities

· land management, agriculture and food security, and

· oceans and coasts

(c)
Reviewed the research and operational challenges involved in strengthening the scientific basis for improved climate services in both developing and developed countries, especially those involved in:
· strengthening climate observational networks and systems world-wide
· increasing the scientific capability for climate prediction on seasonal to decadal and longer time scales

· providing much more detailed climate information at the regional and local scale as well as sector-tailored climatic products in support of adaptation.
The Expert Segment focused particular attention on how to design a Global Framework for Climate Services.  It identified many essential elements of a new Global Framework for Climate Services: including:

· A strengthened Global Climate Observing System; and free and open exchange of data;

· A strengthened World Climate Research Programme; underpinned by adequate computing resources; and increased interaction with the International Geosphere Biosphere Programme (IGBP), DIVERSITAS, the International Human Dimensions Programme (IHDP), and other globally focussed research initiatives.

· A new Climate Services Information System taking advantage of existing national and international climate service arrangements established under the auspices of the World Climate Programme and related initiatives within the UN system; 

· A new Climate User Interface Programme focussed on building linkages, at all levels, between the providers and users of climate services for generation and effective utilization of climate products; and

· Efficient and enduring capacity building through education, training, and strengthened outreach and communication.

Finally, and most importantly, the Expert Segment reviewed a range of new and emerging developments in climate science and service provision and application through an excellent series of poster sessions.  There is no doubt that many of these new ideas and concepts presented at the Conference will help shape the climate services of the future.
I should stress that the work of the Expert Segment over the past three days has been based on the efforts of a much larger group of experts over the past year that have been assembling individual community-based White Papers and Concept documents to inform the progressive development of the proposed new Global Framework for Climate Services.

I am pleased, therefore, to present the Summary Statement from the Expert Segment for the information of the High-level Segment in your consideration of the proposed new Global Framework for Climate Services.
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