FOR RELEASE AT 10AM ON THURSDAY 3RD September 2009

Youth Representatives at WCC-3 Release Declaration Alongside Global Leaders

Youth participants at the World Climate Conference 3 in Geneva have today released a declaration in a move that mirrors the publication of a similar document by the ‘high-level’ section of the conference.

The 5 young people from Kuwait, Colombia, Canada, Ethiopia and the United Kingdom were invited to WCC-3 to represent the youth perspective on the challenge that climate change poses. The group, invited by the WMO and brought together by the Brisith Council’s Global Changemakers initiative, have taken part in working sessions on topics such as health, biodiversity and natural resource management, energy, tourism and transport, and have met scientists, policy advisors and ministers from around the world.

The declaration, formulated and signed by the group aged 16 to 24, commends the aims of the conference but calls on world leaders to set ambitious carbon reduction targets in order to protect the world that they have. The declaration also calls for greater youth participation in conferences and negotiations such as the WCC-3 and the UNFCCC negotiations due to take place in Copenhagen in December.  
David Lawless, 19, the Global Changemaker from Canada commented that, “This declaration is our message to the world; that the youth aren’t apathetic. Far from it, we have clear ideas about what the world we want to live in looks like, and we will be proactive in achieving that vision.”

Speaking about the conference, Ellie Hopkins, 21 and from the UK said “This conference has been really inspiring.  Not only has it given us a chance to raise the profile of the youth perspective but we have been able to learn from experts first hand.”

Carolina Figueroa, the Global Changemaker from Colombia

"Accurate climate and weather information is necessary for improving climate change policies and reducing communities vulnerability. Information must be free, communicated on time, on the ground and people must be taught how this information can improve their lives.”
Yara Al-Wazir, 16 from Kuwait, “It was a great opportunity to have our voices heard. The steps that are being taken are in the right direction, and I’m hopeful for many more to come.”
END.

Notes for Editors:

· For more information about the WCC-3 please refer to the media information sources available at http://www.wmo.int/wcc3/mediakit_en.php 

· As part of the British Council’s pioneering Global Changemakers initiative, the participating youth will represent the voice of their generation during the WMO World Climate Conference-3 when they discuss the implication of the current climate issues, both globally and in their home countries. All six of them are actively involved in their countries and communities to spread awareness of the effects of climate change and address these effects in constructive ways. 

· Founded at the Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos in 2007, Global Changemakers have partnered with and participated in World Economic Forum events (in Davos, Sharm el Sheikh, and Cape Town), as well as the Clinton Global Initiative and Global Humanitarian Forum. Individual supporters include HMQ Rania Al-Abdullah of Jordan, President Bill Clinton, and the actress Emma Thompson. The Rt Honourable Gordon Brown serves as Patron of Global Changemakers.

· Since 2007, Global Changemakers has been working on creating and supporting a network of young community activists, social entrepreneurs and volunteer workers around the world, helping them create Community Action Projects designed to tackle issues such as poverty, human rights violations, HIV/AIDS and climate change. In addition, each year, a number of Global Changemakers is chosen to represent the network in high level events to act as advocates and to raise decision-makers’ awareness of key issues on the global agenda

Sources of further information:

· British Council – http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/ 

· Global Changemakers - http://www.global-changemakers.net/
· World Meteorological Organisation - http://www.wmo.int/pages/index_en.html
· World Climate Conference – 3 - http://www.wmo.int/wcc3/page_en.php
· For more information or interview requests, please contact

Katherine Hermans, Head of Communications, Global Changemakers, on + 41 (0) 31 560  or + 41 (0) 78 922 3792 e-mail katherine.hermans@britishcouncil.ch 
