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ECMWF contribution to BoB SWFDP
(Submitted by Anna Ghelli)

Summary and purpose of document

This document describes ECMWF activities and products in support of the BoB SWFDP.
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to take note of the information provided
Annex(es):
- …N/A….

· …….

Reference(s):
- …N/A….

ECMWF supports the WMO’s Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) with state-of-the-art weather forecasts. The SWFDP strengthens the capacity of NMHSs in developing and least developed countries to deliver improved forecasts and warnings of severe weather to save lives, livelihoods and property.
ECMWF contributes to all the SWFDP regional subprojects, including Bay of Bengal (since 2016), with dedicated areas on the website which offer easy access to forecast products

Products (grib format)

In July 2018, ECMWF substantially increased the amount of weather prediction data it makes available free of charge to Members of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

The provision of the data is part of the Centre’s obligations as a World Meteorological Centre (WMC). ECMWF became a WMC in June 2017.

The additional data enable a much more comprehensive view of atmospheric conditions as predicted by ECMWF than before, including near-surface weather conditions. This help users to make better assessments of weather-related risks out to day 10.

Registered national meteorological and hydrological services (NMHSs) were able to access the new data from the 2 July 2018.

Additional fields are available for both probabilistic and deterministic forecasts. Users can now assess the probability of more than 1 mm and 5 mm precipitation in 24-hour periods out to 10 days ahead.

They can complement this with precipitation information based on the high-resolution forecast that is now available at 6-hour intervals. They can also access 6-day forecasts of 2-metre temperature and 10-metre wind.

All forecasts of weather variables are now provided at 6- or 12-hour time steps instead of 24-hour time steps.

The new products also include additional ocean wave forecast fields (peak wave period and mean zero-crossing wave period), with all wave forecast products provided at 3- or 6-hour time steps.

Together, these changes help to provide forecasters in the NMHSs of WMO Members with the information they need to carry out their operational activities. An ECMWF web page gives details on the data and how to access them.

The change was implemented by adding the extra fields to ECMWF's Data Collection and Production Centre (DCPC) FTP server, from where registered NMHSs pull the data. The DCPC is part of the WMO Information System (WIS).
Learning
In 2016 ECMWF provided a webinar for the BoB SWFDP in conjunction with a training event organised by WMO. ECMWF has also developed free eLearning training resources to offer learning opportunities to the wider community of its data users. 
ECMWF and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) have developed a scheme under which the Centre regularly hosts forecasters from developing countries for a number of months. The scheme is part of the WMO Fellowship Programme, which was set up after the WMO identified a need for specialised training placements to develop capacity in least developed and developing countries.
https://www.ecmwf.int/en/learning/training/wmo-fellowship-scheme
Deadline for application: 1st February 2019 

Contact

The BoB SWFDP contact person at ECMWF is Dr. Anna Ghelli (anna.ghelli@ecmwf.int) 
