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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the relevant activities under World Climate Services Programme (Climate Applications and Services) and possible synergies with SWFDP
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to consider potential synergies of the described activities with SWFDP.
Reference:
Abridged final report of the Sixteenth Session of the Commission for Climatology (CCl-16) (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/session_reports.php) 
Appendix A

The operational climate prediction, over a range of time and space scales – being increasingly addressed in a seamless manner – is critically important for efficient decision-making. From the seamless modelling concept itself, models used in the full range of predictions from weather scale to projections should be harmonized as closely as possible, particularly in terms of their outputs to be amenable for consistent interpretation across time scales. More importantly, the concept of seamless use of climate predictions aims to optimize all the available information across all time scales and ensure the greatest benefit of using advance information on climate variability and change. Common approaches and diagnostics across all timescales are very important in order to maintain consistency. In view of aforesaid the following initiatives/elements under the WCSP covering global, regional and national scales would complement the SWFDP.

Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU)
WMO has been issuing consensus-based El Niño/La Niña Updates on regularly (quarterly) over the past more than a decade, providing useful information on these events of significant importance to regional climate impacts.  There has been a widely expressed need to expand on these products, to provide more comprehensive information on the seasonal climate. Therefore, the Fifteenth Session of the World Meteorological Congress (May 2007, Geneva) recommended that other large-scale indices having regional impacts be considered for future Updates. Subsequently the concept of Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU) was elaborated that will be summarising the current status and the expected future behaviour of major general circulation features and large-scale oceanic anomalies around the globe (e.g., ENSO, North Atlantic Oscillation, Indian Ocean Dipole, etc.) and discussing briefly its likely impacts on continental-scale temperature and precipitation patterns. The CCl Task Team on GSCU progressed with the trial phase of the GSCU and a number of updates have been produced to evaluate the content as well as operational requirements. CBS/CCl ET-OPSLS and its GPC-representative members are actively supporting the improvement of the prototype. The participation of not only GPCs but also other relevant entities such as RCCs is important to improve the GSCU. 
Regional Climate Centres (RCC)
RCCs have been recognized as key elements in the GFCS implementation plan, and the coverage of RCCs is gradually expanding. New RCCs have been designated in last two years and there are a number of RCCs in demonstration phases, while several RCCs commenced during the last intersessional period of CCl. The concerned CCl and CBS joint entities (ET-RCCs and ET-OPSLS) closely coordinate and support the RCC designation process. The relevant subsidiary bodies of WMO regional associations are encouraged to make concerted efforts to ensure the establishment of RCCs in all Regions to meet the immediate needs of the GFCS implementation. The CCl/CBS ET-RCC pursues standardization of RCC products and services, and has an ongoing role to provide guidance on this and other operational aspects of the RCCs. The CCl urged the presidents of regional associations, CCl and CBS to closely work together to ensure successful establishment and operation of RCCs in all Regions and facilitate the effective use of their products and services by the NMHSs.

Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOF)
Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs) are effective platforms to bring together countries having common climatological characteristics and facilitate consistency in the access to and interpretation of the available information and to deliver a range of regional monitoring and outlook products. In addition to the product generation, RCOFs provide networking and capacity development opportunities to the Members, they also promote stakeholder awareness, feedback and decision-support oriented products. The existing RCOFs ensured the sustained operations, and the RCOF mechanisms are expanding to several other sub-regions through sharing good practices learnt at the existing RCOFs. The operation and standardization of RCOFs is coordinated by the CCl Task Team on RCOFs. The CCl-16 encouraged further enhancing, strengthening and expanding the RCOF process, improving technical inputs and methods, enhancing efficiencies and increasing user focus will augment the sustainability of RCOFs. 

National Climate Outlook Forums (NCOFs) and National Climate Forums (NCFs)
NCOFs and NCFs are envisioned as an essential mechanism for promoting inter-agency coordination and regular multi-stakeholder dialogue between information provider and users at the national level, which will support national-level implementation of both the Climate Services Information System (CSIS) and the UIP pillars of the GFCS. Furthermore NCOFs and NCFs have already been included in the GFCS Implementation Plan and a number of NCOFs have been held in different countries across the world with coordination and guidance from WMO/GFCS.
The NCOF concept is extremely effective in improving application of climate information, particularly the seasonal scale climate outlooks including through the interpretation of global and regional information in the national context. 

As articulated in the Annex on Climate Services Information System of GFCS Implementation Plan, in order to formulate such national forums in ways that allow more flexibility and dialogue for design of tailored climate information including data, monitoring, prediction and projection, the NCOF concept could be generalized to go beyond the “climate outlook” context, i.e., to develop and establish “National Climate Forums” (NCFs).
Considering that the NCOFs and NCFs are likely to attract substantial participation of user sectors and are possible avenues for building the capacities of users of climate information, the NCOFs and NCFs could also be viewed as effective mechanisms for national implementation of both the UIP and Capacity Development pillars of the GFCS, offering excellent opportunities for NMHSs to interact with other stakeholders. 
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