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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the current support and potential future role of ECMWF as a SWFDP Global Centre, including in responding to emerging requirements
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to take note of the information provided.
Reference:
CBS/SWFDP-SG/Doc. 7(3)
1. ECMWF support to SWFDP as a global centre
1.1. As a SWFDP Global Centre ECMWF provides support to the sub projects in Southern Africa, South-west Pacific and Eastern Africa. Similar support is planned to be developed for Southeast Asia, Bay of Bengal and Central Asia. An agreed set of forecast charts is provided separately for each SWFDP sub-project via the ECMWF web pages (www.ecmwf.int) via user registration and login.
1.2. An example of web charts provided for the SWFDP sub-project Southern Africa is shown in the screen shot, Figure 1, below. Similar pages are available for South-west Pacific and Eastern Africa.
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Figure 1 Charts presented as thumbnails on the page for the SWFDP Southern Africa sub-project at www.ecmwf.int. Click on a thumbnail and the full size chart appears.
2. Training

2.1. Since 2014, the specific training course for WMO countries previously run at ECMWF has been replaced by specific, targeted training activities. There had been an increasing administrative overhead associated with the WMO edition of the course, and it was felt that training a number of forecasters in their regional settings (or organizations) will have a higher impact in terms of learning. The Reading-based ECMWF training courses for forecasters still offers a few places annually to participants from WMO countries and the WMO provides financial support for these participants, often targeting participation from the SWFDP countries.
2.2. ECMWF actively participates in training activities organised by the WMO. For example, ECMWF attended a training event in Rwanda in November 2014, one in Ethiopia in November 2015 and e-lectures were given remotely for the Central Asia SWFDP in February 2016. The topics were:
· Ensemble prediction system and probabilistic forecasting: supporting decision making processes

· Forecasting severe weather events: use of ECMWF’s products
3. Planning meetings
3.1. South East Asia. In August 2015 ECMWF attended the regional planning meeting in Viet Nam for the Southeast Asia SWFDP. Viet Nam is in a special situation as the NMHS has acquired a license to use ECMWF forecast products for official duty use, the so called NMHS non-commercial license. The NMHS in Viet Nam is an advanced user of ECMWF forecast products and uses ECMWF data to initialize models. Viet Nam therefore has access to the ecCharts interactive web-based charts tool. ECMWF ensemble meteograms are used in all countries of the South East Asia SWFDP.
3.2. Senegal. WMO has started discussions for a new SWFDP for Western Africa. At their initial planning meeting (Phase I, December 2015) ECMWF participated remotely providing an introductory lecture and introduced the range of forecast products for severe weather prediction that ECMWF provides to the SWFDPs.

4. Data access
4.1. The ECMWF web charts (which includes access to the interactive charts tool ecCharts) is available to the NMHSs of WMO via licence for 3,500 Euros per annum. This is a fairly recent addition to the range of licencing options and it is being widely advertised. This licence was agreed by the ECMWF Council following a request by the WMO as a way to facilitate access to ECMWF products by the developing and least developed countries (LDCs). WMO has helped promote the license at its events. A number of trial licences have been issued (Kenya, Tanzania and Myanmar) and access has been demonstrated.
4.2. WMO has the intention to purchase four two-year web-charts licences for Kenya, Senegal, South Africa and Tanzania. Two further licences will be purchased for Myanmar and for India (IMD) in support of the Bay of Bengal SWFDP. Feedback on the utility of the ECMWF web-charts license in the context of the SWFDP will be crucial input for when the ECMWF Council in 2017 will review the licence and its price.
4.3. ECMWF forecast data is provided to the SWFDP on the understanding that feedback will be provided on the use of the data for severe weather forecasting in the participating countries. Such feedback helps ECMWF improve its suite of models.
