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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE Provisional Agenda

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1
Opening of the meeting


The meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems Coordination Group on Forecast Verification (CG-FV) will be opened at 09.30 hours on Monday, 24January 2011, at the Canadian Meteorological Centre of Environment Canada, in Montreal, Canada.  It is expected that the opening will be addressed by a senior representative of the Permanent Representative of Canada with WMO, Mr David Grimes, and also by the WMO Secretariat.

1.2
Approval of the agenda


The meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.
1.3
Working arrangements for the meeting


The meeting will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including the working hours and any other practical session arrangements.  The documentation for the meeting and the meeting itself will be in English.  A Documentation Plan (INF. 1) has been developed to assist participants to prepare for the meeting, which has been posted on the WMO web site at:
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html 

linked to the banner for the meeting.  Participants are highly encouraged to prepare and submit documents against assigned agenda items in advance of the meeting so that they can be made accessible to all participants at the above-mentioned web site.  All are welcomed to provide input to any agenda item.  
2.
REVIEW THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COORDINATION GROUP ON FORECAST VERIFICATION (CG-FV)

The meeting will review the Group’s Terms of Reference as adopted at CBS-Ext.(2010).
3.
REPORT ON THE OUTCOMES OF CBS-Ext.(2010) RELATED AND/OR RELEVANT TO THE CG-FV

The participants will be presented with a report on the outcomes of CBS-Ext.(2010) related and/or relevant to CG-FV.

4.
CBS STANDARD PROCEDURES FOR VERIFICATION OF UPPER AIR FIELDS

The WMO Manual on Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) (WMO-No. 485), attachment II-7, Table F: “Factors and methods used in standardized verification of NWP products”, for deterministic NWP models, was reviewed by the CG-FV in its previous meeting (in 2009), focusing on verification of upper air fields, which was recommended to CBS-Ext-(2010).  CBS-Ext.(2010) agreed that various aspects of the verification system required updating, including the need for clearer specifications and guidance on how to ensure a consistent implementation by all the global NWP centres, and therefore endorsed the updated standard verification system recommended by the CG-FV.  The meeting will discuss the way forward with the implementation of the updated standard verification system, including the milestones for a transitional period (run in parallel with the old system).  The meeting will also have a discussion on how NWP centres use and present current CBS scores, addressing any associated problems.

The meeting will be presented with a report by the Lead Centre for Deterministic NWP Verification (LC-DNV) – the ECMWF.  The meeting will be invited to consider developments and specific needs, including those related to standard products and data formats, processing and monitoring of scores, display of verification results on the Web, and the maintenance of standards.

5.
VERIFICATION OF SURFACE FIELDS

The 2009 meeting recommended that the current focus should be on updating the verification of upper air fields, however the CG-FV would in the future also develop procedures for verification of surface parameters, which is already part of the Coordination Group’s Terms of Reference.  Noting the importance of the inclusion of surface parameters verification into the operational verification activity for WMO, the meeting will be invited to discuss how to achieve this.  

In this context, the meeting will be presented with a report by ECMWF on its introduction of a new “headline” score for verification of precipitation, and will seek guidance from the WWRP/WGNE Joint Working Group on Forecast Verification Research (JWGFVR).  The meeting will discuss availability, quality control, and use of surface observations in the verification of surface fields.

Based on discussions, the meeting will be invited to develop recommendations and guidelines on the way forward and future work on score and procedures for surface weather verification. 
6.
VERIFICATION OF SEVERE WEATHER AND WARNINGS

Reporting and verification of warnings of severe weather events are required whether they were forecasted or not, and when they were forecasted, whether they occurred or not.  With this context in mind, the meeting will be invited to have a general discussion on verification for severe weather and warnings and to prepare a plan for further work of the group in this area.
7.
VERIFICATION IN NMHSs USING NWP PRODUCTS FROM GLOBAL AND REGIONAL CENTRES, INCLUDING FOR SWFDP

Correctly applying procedures for standard verification as presented in the WMO Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) will assure a consistent implementation process for all the concerned GDPFS centres.  Consistency of results among NMHSs and in time will also be guaranteed by methods, factors and complete definition of parameters, levels, climatology, stations lists, etc., for the common verification process.  In this context, the meeting will discuss how NMHSs using NWP products from global and regional centres perform verification activities, including aspects related to verification of NWP fields, and forecasts and warnings; observations; and any support required.


In addition, in the framework of the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP), verification of severe weather is required.  The meeting will be presented with a brief report on SWFDP verification activities, including a guide on verification that was developed for the project, emphasizing the necessity of verification as an activity that supports the continuous improvement of the warning and forecasting system.
8. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The meeting may consider any other issues requiring actions or discussion by the CG-FV.
9. 
CLOSING

The meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems Coordination Group on Forecast Verification (CG-FV) is estimated to close at 17:00 on Thursday, 27 January 2011.
