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1  Opening 
The meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems Expert Team on Ensemble Prediction Systems (ET-EPS) will open at 9:30 a.m. Monday, 5 October 2009, at the Headquarters of the Met Office, Exeter, UK.  The meeting will be opened by Mr Ken Mylne, Chairperson of the ET-EPS.  Opening welcome and introductory remarks will be made by Mr Keith Groves, Director of Operations, Met Office UK, and the Secretariat.  

2  Organization of meeting 

2.1
Approval of agenda.  The meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with the view to its adoption.  

2.2
Agreement of working arrangements.  The meeting will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work including the working hours.  The meeting’s documents will be available in English, and the meeting will be conducted in English.  

2.3
A document plan (INF. 1) has been developed to assist participants to prepare for the meeting.  It is highly desirable that participants prepare and provide the requested documents in advance of the meeting so that they can be made accessible to all participants, at the WMO Web-site, linked to the banner for the meeting: 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html
Please prepare the documents with the cover sheet (template) that is available on the Web site, and send them to the WMO Secretariat; pchen@wmo.int and pgomez@wmo.int. 
A provisional list of participants (INF. 2) will be posted on the Web site.  
3  Terms of Reference 

The meeting will review the team’s Terms of Reference as adopted at CBS-XIV (2009), as well as other relevant matters identified at CBS-XIV and CBS-MG 10 (2009).  
(Secretariat) 
4  Progress of operational EPS 
The meeting will review recent progress of EPS in operational weather forecasting, including specialized applications, and in particular the emergence of high-resolution regional EPS.  
(All EPS-producers) 
5  THORPEX/TIGGE/ GIFS developments and plans 

The Chairperson will brief the meeting on key research outcomes of THORPEX, achieved and anticipated, and their implications and benefits for operational EPS production, and in particular the emerging plans for GIFS/TIGGE (including the GIFS FDP) and TIGGE-LAM, with the view to develop CBS’ feedback on these plans.  The meeting will develop recommendations to CBS regarding how best to reap the potential benefits of GIFS/TIGGE and TIGGE-LAM for a broad range of forecasting services, including for those WMO Members that are not producers in these initiatives. Collaboration with Public Weather Services, with emphasis on disaster risk reduction, to ensure effective pull-through of the benefits to societal impact will be discussed.  The meeting will also address issues affecting implementation, such as data-policy. 
(K. Mylne and Z. Toth, Y-Y Park, M. Kyouda, G. Fleming) 
6  EPS in severe weather forecasting, including SWFDP  
The meeting will review existing NWP/EPS products, including product standards, that are useful for predicting severe weather, develop a document to explain the scientific basis and benefits of a EPS-supported risk-based approach to forecasting severe weather, and recommend an approach for spreading the availability and effective use of EPS products in less-developed countries, including: 
a. the requirements for products to support severe weather forecasting in different parts of the world with particular regard to upcoming SWFDPs, 
b. specifications for the introduction of probabilistic information into products from RSMCs with geographical specialization, 
c. a user-requirement document for THORPEX for research to support improved severe weather prediction performance from EPS, particularly in the tropics.

(J.-M. Carrière, P. Eckert, H. Haddouch, R. Bohowmik, J. Gong, G. Pearson, D. Richardson, M. Kyouda) 
7  Developing guidance for forecasters 
The meeting will review the need for, and descriptive guidance that already exists, on how to use various EPS-based products in forecasting.  In addition, the meeting will discuss the needs of the Public Weather Services programme for guidance on how to express and explain probabilistic forecasts that are based on EPS outputs, especially for extending the lead-time of alerting decision-makers of future severe weather events.  
(A. Méthot, G. Pearson, G. Fleming) 
8  Verification 

The meeting will review the status of implementation of the Lead-Centre on Verification of EPS, including the responsibilities of the LC, and the EPS-producing Centres.  The team will develop guidance on the interpretation of verification data.  
(M. Kyouda, D. Richardson) 
9  Review of EPS aspects of the Manual on the GDPFS 
The meeting will review relevant sections on the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485, Volume I, Global Aspects, Supplement 12 (2009)), and recommend suitable revisions and updates.  
(Secretariat) 
10 Other business
The meeting will discuss other business arising.  

11 Closing 

The meeting is anticipated to close at 5:00 pm on Friday 9 October 2009.  
