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GENERAL INFORMATION ON SOUTH AFRICA

FOR WORKSHOP ATTENDEES

PLACE OF THE MEETING

First week: 26 to 31 October (forecasters):

South African Weather Service 

Bolepi House, 442 Rigel Avenue South, Erasmusrand, 0181, Private Bag X097. Tel : +2712 367 6000

Second week: 2 to 6 November (forecasters and disaster managers):

Schoongezich Guesthouse Conference Facility (also the accommodation venue)

Registration will start at 8:30 a.m. and the meeting will open at 9:00 a.m. on the first day of the meeting.
CLIMATE

Pretoria enjoys a warm to hot early summer in October and November with afternoon thundershowers.  The average minimum temperature for November in Pretoria is 16ºC and the average maximum temperature is 27ºC.  The average monthly rainfall is 98 mm and the average number of rainy days is 12 mostly in the form of afternoon thundershowers.  
ENTRY FORMALITIES

Every person seeking to enter South Africa must be in possession of a valid passport for travel to South Africa and, where necessary, a visa.  Visas are considered by the South African missions abroad and must be affixed in the applicants' passports before departing to the RSA.  

Visas are not issued on arrival at South African ports of entry. 
Applicants arriving without visas will be refused entry into the RSA and placed on return flights in terms of legislation.

Where to apply for a South African visa
· At the South African diplomatic or consular representative in the applicant's country of normal residence, this includes permanent residence and long-term temporary residence. 

· At the South African diplomatic or consular representative in the country of which the applicant validly holds a valid passport. 

· At the designated South African diplomatic or consular representative when a mission is not present in the applicant's country of residence.
· NB:
Applications lodged at a place other than the above may be referred by the consular officer to the above offices which will imply a longer processing time.

· Visas CANNOT be applied for at South African ports of entry. 

Incoming visitors to South Africa must ensure that their passports meet the following 2 requirements:

· That it not be less than 6 months to the date of expiry
· That there is at least 1 full, free page in their passport for stamping by officials. 
If either or both these requirements are not met, you will not be let out of the airport building, and will be sent back to your country of origin.
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

No international immunization is needed when entering South Africa. The only inoculation requirement is a yellow fever vaccination certificate from travelers over one year of age entering South Africa, within six days of leaving an infected country. Visitors who travel through or disembark in these areas are advised to be inoculated against the disease before visiting South Africa.
MONEY EXCHANGE
Money can be exchanged at the airport in the reception hall at various money exchange booths.  This is usually the quickest way to get the local currency, as there are no money exchange facilities at the guesthouses or nearby.  The only other option is to go to a money exchange company or bank sometime during the week.
AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE AND MONYE EXCHANGE
A private shuttle service will be arranged by SAWS from the airport to the guesthouse on receipt of flight details.  The tariff is about R400 per trip (i.e. from the airport to the guesthouse).  Participants have to pay the shuttle driver directly, please make sure that you have funds available in South African currency for this purpose.
MEALS
Accommodation includes bed and breakfast.  Dinner can be arranged at the guesthouse.  Lunch can be taken at a small canteen on the premises at cost of participants.

ACCOMMODATION

This is arranged by the South African Weather Service for all participants at the guesthouse within walking distance from the Weather Service (1 km at most). Bed and Breakfast will be paid for participants by the WMO through the Weather Service.

All participants will stay at Schoongezich Guesthouse (http://www.schoongezich.co.za ).
Some resource people will be accommodated at the Cabriere Guesthouse.

The local secretariat in SAWS will send each participant information on his or her accommodation and shuttle arrangements as soon as she has received the participants travel details.


