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DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF EC-LVII

10.5
Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and Earth Observation Summit Follow-up (agenda item 10.5)
10.5.1
The Executive Council noted with pleasure a presentation by Vice-Admiral Lautenbacher, the Under-Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator in his capacity as a Global Earth Observation Co-Chair that highlighted his perspective on the status and plans for the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS).  Council Members were particularly thankful for the information on the potential socio-economic benefits that were expected to result from the implementation of GEOSS.  The Executive Council also noted the information on activities related to the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and its associated Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS) that had occurred since its fifty-sixth session in June 2004.  It was informed of the procedure to become a GEO Member while noting that GEO Membership incurred no mandatory financial commitment.  It recalled that at EC-LVI, the Council had been informed of the results from four GEO sessions and two Earth Observation Summits.  In agreeing that GEOSS was one of the most important and key initiatives which would enable WMO to address the challenge of the coming decades, EC-LVI had approved Resolution 9 (EC-LVI) referring to hosting the GEO Secretariat.  The Council agreed that GEOSS activities had the potential to greatly contribute to capacity building efforts throughout WMO Members and especially in developing countries.  It also noted that existing and planned WMO systems’ capabilities, such as the WMO Information System (WIS), would greatly enhance GEOSS as well as facilitate the interoperability with other systems participating in GEOSS.

10.5.2
At GEO-6 and EOS-III, there were three significant events for WMO.  First, the agreement by a GEO-6 Resolution to assent to a Standing Arrangement between WMO and GEO for hosting the GEO Secretariat in Geneva.  Second, a Communiqué relating to support for tsunami and multi-hazard alert systems which was endorsed at EOS-III.  The Council noted that WMO Members have the capacity to greatly contribute to tsunami and multi-hazard alert systems.  Third, an EOS-III Resolution endorsing the 10-Year GEO Implementation Plan.  The Council, as requested in the EOS-III Resolution, agreed to endorse the GEOSS Implementation Plan as contained in Resolution 10.5/1 (EC-LVII) Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS).

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Res. 10.5/1 (EC-LVII) —
GLOBAL EARTH OBSERVATION SYSTEM OF SYSTEMS (GEOSS)

The Executive Council,
Noting the resolution from the Third Earth Observation Summit held in Brussels, Belgium on 16 February 2005 endorsed the 10-Year Implementation Plan as the basis for its further development and for establishing a Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) to fulfil user requirements among various socio-economic benefit areas; and the extensive supporting information compiled in the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan Reference Document prepared by the ad hoc GEO;

Decides to endorse the implementation of GEOSS;

Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen his support towards GEOSS implementation as well as to the GEO Secretariat in its work and to ensure WMO Programmes be actively involved in GEOSS;

Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep WMO Members informed of GEO activities and in particular to ensure that Members receive material and information on the potential socio-economic benefits expected as a result of GEOSS;

Urges WMO Members to become GEO Members;

Strongly encourages WMO Members to be actively engaged in all GEOSS processes;

Further requests the Secretary-General to inform WMO Members on procedures to join GEO and provide assistance as appropriate.
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