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DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF CBS-XIII

7.
EARTH OBSERVATION SUMMITS (agenda item 7)


The first Earth Observation Summit (EOS-I)

7.1 The Commission was informed that at the invitation of the United States of America, on 31 July 2003 in Washington DC, thirty-three nations, and the European Commission, joined together at the first Earth Observation Summit (EOS-I) to adopt a Declaration that called for action in strengthening global cooperation on Earth observations.  The purpose of the Summit was to:

“Promote the development of a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained Earth observation system or systems among governments and the international community to understand and address global environmental and economic challenges; and begin a process to develop a conceptual framework and implementation plan for building this comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained Earth observation system or systems.”

7.2 To this end, the Summit participants launched an ad hoc Group on Earth Observations (GEO), with the goal of furthering the creation of a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained Earth observing system or systems.  The group, co-chaired by the United States, the European Commission, Japan, and South Africa, and joined by more than 21 international and intergovernmental organizations, began its work by organizing five Sub-Groups, as well as a secretariat to support its activities.  In order to promote the development of the now named Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS), GEO decided that a document describing the GEOSS framework and an associated 10-Year Implementation Plan would be developed.


EOS-II

7.3 The Commission noted that by the end of April 2004, four sessions of GEO had been held and two Earth Observation Summits.  A Communiqué stating approval of the Framework Document, pointing the way forward in the GEO effort, and encouraging broad participation in and support for the GEO effort, was approved at EOS-II on 25 April 2004.  


Further development of GEOSS

7.4 The Commission noted that the fifty-sixth session of the WMO Executive Council had adopted Resolution 9 (EC-LVI) on the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) in affirming its full support for the GEO process and resulting GEOSS.

7.5
The Commission noted in the GEOSS Resolution approved at EC-LVI that WMO Members should work closely with other earth observation agencies at the national level to ensure the development of well-coordinated national plans for GEOSS implementation.  

7.6
The Commission also noted Resolution 9 (EC-LVI) which requested the Secretary‑General to keep GEO Members fully informed of WMO’s long-term experience in operational observing and telecommunication systems and service provision and of its capacity to provide effective leadership in the implementation and operation of several key components of GEOSS as well as authorizing the Secretary-General to indicate WMO’s readiness to host the GEOSS Secretariat.

7.7
A GEO Special Session on Governance was held in Brussels, Belgium, (27-28 September 2004), hosted by the European Commission.  During the Special Session and at the request of the European Commission, the Secretary-General was invited to provide details for the potential hosting of the GEOSS Secretariat in the WMO Building and he expressed WMO’s willingness to do so.  The reaction of GEO Members and participating organizations at the Special Session was most supportive.

GEO-5, GEO-6 and EOS III

7.8
The Commission was informed that the fifth session of GEO (GEO-5) was hosted in Ottawa, Canada 29-30 November 2004 at which a draft GEOSS Implementation Plan and enabling Resolution were negotiated.  Additionally, GEO-5 reviewed a proposal by WMO to host the GEOSS Secretariat and reached consensus in principle to consider an Agreement describing the WMO offer at GEO-6 to be held in Brussels, 14-15 February 2005.  The Implementation Plan and Resolution were submitted to the sixth session of GEO (GEO-6) hosted by the European Commission in Brussels, 14-15 February 2005 followed by the Third Earth Observation Summit (EOS III) on 16 February 2005.

7.9
At GEO-6 and EOS III, there were three significant events for WMO.  First was the agreement by a GEO-6 Resolution to assent to a Standing Arrangement between WMO and GEO for hosting the GEO Secretariat in Geneva.  Second was a Communiqué relating to support for Tsunami and multi-hazard alert systems which was endorsed at EOS III.  Third was an EOS III Resolution endorsing the 10-Year GEO Implementation Plan.

7.10
The Commission noted that planning had started to move a portion of the GEO Secretariat Office from Washington DC to Geneva, potentially starting in March, 2005.  The Commission was informed that 2005 would be a transition year for the GEO Secretariat.  There would be a core of up to 8 persons serving in the transitional GEO Secretariat in Geneva by April, 2005.  The transitional GEO Secretariat would serve until the permanent GEO Secretariat was established by the end of 2005.  The first meeting of the new intergovernmental GEO, GEO I, is scheduled to be held at WMO Headquarters 3-4 May 2005.  The core transitional GEO Secretariat would make all the necessary preparations for GEO I.  Included in the core would be a 3-4 person Task Force to develop the 2006 Work Plan to be reviewed and approved at GEO II to be held in December 2005, possibly in Geneva.  All GEO Secretariat members will become WMO Staff Members.

7.11
The Commission noted that GEO I already had a full agenda including: a pledging session to identify 1M USD for 2005 and 3.5 M USD for 2006 GEO activities; formal acceptance of the structure and voting on members for a new Executive Committee with 12-15 members; agreement on a Science and Technical advisory mechanism; and a User Interface mechanism.

7.12
The enabling Resolution endorsed at EOS III on 16 February 2005 contained points relevant to the work of the Commission including: acknowledgement of UN Specialized Agencies; the need to build upon and work with existing planning and coordination mechanisms; invited WMO to endorse the implementation plan; requested GEO to consult with component systems of GEOSS on progress and on issues involved in implementation; and affirmed an intention to provide resources to implement the plan.


The Commission’s perspective

7.13
The Commission viewed GEO and its associated GEOSS as one of the most important and key initiatives which would enable WMO to address the challenge of the coming decades.  Given that GEOSS was of such importance and yet still in a formative stage, several vital factors were identified as areas where WMO should continue to play an active role within GEO to ensure they remained aligned with the mandates of NMHSs, the objectives of WMO as an organization, and the continued improvement of WMO components that would serve as the core for GEOSS including the WMO Space Programme as a core for the GEOSS space component.  The Commission agreed that the vital factors were not mutually exclusive nor represented a dichotomy but rather served as a guideline for discussions to assist WMO in setting its path forward.  Three key factors were discussed:

· the role and increased participation by developing countries in GEO towards achieving universal ownership; 
· the preservation of national mandates for NMHSs including potential expansions as well as the continuance and enhancement of the visibility of NMHSs at the national level; and
· a strengthened WMO role within GEO as a major and recognized contributing partner.
7.14
The Commission recalled that the fifty-sixth session of the WMO Executive Council considered it important that the successor arrangements to GEO achieve a strong sense of universal ownership amongst the entire WMO Membership and expressed the hope that GEOSS would eventually become fully integrated into the UN system in a way that adds value to the various observing systems that are sponsored or co-sponsored by WMO, UNESCO, IOC, FAO, UNEP and other international agencies and programmes.  The Commission reaffirmed a desire for such an eventual integration into the UN system.

7.15
In all cases, the Commission noted that GEO had proceeded at an extremely rapid pace in the previous eighteen months and that WMO must be structured to work at a comparable pace if it wished to remain vibrant and relevant as GEO developed.  The Commission agreed that WMO should remain as a primary catalyst to enhance GEO while maintaining WMO mandates.  Thus, the Commission supported the establishment of two co-coordinators for GEOSS  as described in Resolution 3/1 (CBS-XIII) to coordinate Commission activities across its relevant Open Programme Area Groups and related to implementation aspects of the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan including the WMO Information System (WIS) as an initial system to accommodate GEOSS related data and products.  The Commission designated Mr P. Dubreuil (Canada) and one expert from RA III.

7.16
The Commission agreed that there were some very positive developments in the present GEO that provided a basis for a continued strong WMO role and should also prove beneficial to both GEO and WMO.  First, the co-location of the GEO Secretariat within the WMO building working administratively as WMO staff members while receiving technical direction and full financial support from GEO would ensure an optimum arrangement for mutual benefit.  Secondly, the present, endorsed 10-Year GEO Implementation Plan clearly identified its role for improved observations and better products without encroaching on national mandates for service delivery.  Thus, NMHSs had the potential for improved observational data and products to allow them to better serve their constituencies.  Thirdly, the enabling resolution for the 10-Year GEO Implementation Plan clearly described GEO’s commitment:

· to take into account the particular needs of developing countries; 

· to acknowledge the achievements of the established national, regional, and international observing systems, including those sponsored and cosponsored by a number of UN Specialised Agencies and Programmes; 

· to build upon, strengthen and expand, where appropriate, the established observing systems by working with and through existing planning and coordination mechanisms; 

· to encourage the governments of all UN member states to participate in GEO and invite the governing bodies of the UN Specialised Agencies and Programmes and other relevant international and regional organizations, which sponsor and cosponsor established global, regional, and national observing systems, to endorse the implementation of GEOSS and to encourage and assist GEO in its work; 

· to request GEO to consult the intergovernmental and other sponsors of the component systems of GEOSS on progress and on issues involved in implementation of the Plan; and 

· to affirm GEO’s intention to provide the support necessary to execute the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan.

7.17
The Commission noted that the 10-Year GEO Implementation Plan would continue to evolve as GEOSS further developed.  In particular, the Commission recalled that the enabling EOS III Resolution had:

· Endorsed the 10-Year Implementation Plan as the basis for its further development and for establishing a Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) to fulfil user requirements among various socio-economic benefit areas; and

· Noted with appreciation the extensive supporting information compiled in the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan Reference Document prepared by the ad hoc GEO.

__________

