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Action Sheet – XV-RA IV
Nassau, Bahamas , 24 April – 1 May 2009
Expected Result 1

enhanced capabilities of members to produce better weather forecasts and warning

Strategic Thrust 1:  Science and Technology Development and Implementation
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.1.5
	The Association requested that Members and the WMO Secretariat make every effort to include within training courses for forecasters in the Region materials on how to make best use of the output from ensemble forecast systems.
	
	
	

	4.1.6
	ECMWF has provided additional products to WMO Members, in particular its EPS products including marine products.  In addition it noted that ECMWF has agreed in principle to increase the resolution of products made available to WMO Members and requested the WMO Secretariat to coordinate its implementation in a practical way that would further enhance their relevance and usefulness in forecasting severe weather and extreme wave events.
	
	
	

	4.1.7
	The Association requested Members to provide status information on their respective NWP forecasting systems to the annual report of the “WMO Technical Progress Report on GDPFS including NWP Research”.
	
	
	

	4.1.12
	The annual training Workshop on Hurricane Forecasting and Warnings, and Public Weather Services at RSMC Miami Hurricane Centre makes a significant contribution to a sustained augmentation of the hurricane forecasting and warning services provided by NMHSs in the Region, and is therefore in high demand among the members of the RA IV Hurricane Committee.  The Association stressed that such a training event should be continued, and requested the Secretary-General to continue to provide the necessary resources and any other support to the training activity.
	
	
	

	4.1.21
	The Association requested the Secretariat to support capacity building workshops similar to those organized jointly by TCP/JCOMM which were held in Australia in December 2008 for the South Pacific. Such workshops should be coordinated with existing training activities in the region.
	
	
	

	4.1.24
	The Association recognized the synergies between GIFS-TIGGE demonstration projects and the severe weather forecasting demonstration projects and requested that planning begin for demonstration projects associated with the prediction of heavy rainfall. The Association requested that the WMO organize the appropriate training to make these projects happen as collaboration between CAS and CBS.
	
	
	


Expected Result 2

Enhanced capabilities of Members to provide better climate predictions and assessments

Strategic Thrust 1:  Science and Technology Development and Implementation
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.2.2.4
	The Association, noting that a process was underway to evaluate the feasibility of a WMO Global Cryosphere Watch (GCW), expressed support for the GCW concept, and urged the Secretary-General to strengthen the relevant mechanisms to guide GCW development and potential implementation.
	
	
	

	4.2.3.1
	The Association expressed satisfaction with the continuing WCRP’s progress in international coordination and integration of climate research, and particularly its key contributions to the IPCC AR4 and WMO/UNEP 2006 ozone assessment; search for sources of predictability on seasonal to decadal time scales, and development of coupled climate system models.   It requested WCRP to ensure full and active participation of scientists from RA IV in the emerging Climate Prediction Project.  
	
	
	

	4.2.4.1
	The Association urged the Secretary-General, CCl and the WCRP JSC to facilitate the development and operational implementation by Members of new or improved climate prediction techniques, and to provide technical guidance to NMHSs through closer coordination of their activities at the regional and national levels.
	
	
	

	4.2.4.2
	The Association agreed on the benefits of early warnings of extreme weather and climate, and urged Members and the Secretariat to help developing countries in the Region to implement Climate Watches.
	
	
	

	4.2.5.2
	The Association urged the president of RA IV to work with SOME RA IV GROUP to assess the needs and capabilities in the Region for climate services (by organizing an appropriate survey, if required), and to encourage Members to participate in RCCs and to develop an implementation plan for the establishment of an RCC network in the Region.  
	
	
	

	4.2.8.2
	The Association noted the needs of key socio-economic sectors across the Region for climate information for climate-risk management, the requirements of RA IV Members for developing reliable climate scenarios, and assessing the inherent uncertainty, and the vulnerability of Members in the Region to climate-related hazards.  The Association therefore urged the Secretary-General to support the initiative, using the financial flexibility that might exist within the programme and budget for 2008–2011, to identify the resources needed to fulfill the proposed objectives, and to identify and make use of extrabudgetary resources.
	
	
	

	4.2.8.3
	The Association recognized the benefits to the Region of establishment and sustained operation of global and regional mechanisms for climate (e.g., GPCs, RCCs, RCOFs), for improving capability of Members to support adaptation to climate variability and change, in particular to engage in and improve user liaison and development and delivery of products and services to users at national and local scales. The Association therefore urged the Secretary‑General to strongly promote these mechanisms as part of the overall WMO initiative.
	
	
	


Expected Result 3

ENHANCED CAPABILITIES OF MEMBERS TO PROVIDE BETTER HYDROLOGICAL FORECASTS AND ASSESSMENT

Strategic Thrust 1:  Science and Technology Development and Implementation
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	
	
	
	
	


Expected Result: 4

INTEGRATION OF WMO OBSERVING SYSTEMS

Strategic Thrust 1: Science and Technology Development and Implementation

	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.4.14
	With respect to the biennial enquiry on availability and use of satellite data and products in WMO Members, the Association, along with a significant increase in the access and the use of satellite data in 2006-2007, noted a low response rate from RA IV Members.  The Association reaffirmed the importance of space activities to meet evolving regional needs. Actions related to user information and training, data accessibility, product availability, and the analysis of user feedback were considered of particular relevance for the regional level. The Association agreed to nominate a Rapporteur on the Space Programme to facilitate activities in this area in collaboration with the Centres of Excellence located in Barbados and Costa Rica.
	???????
	
	

	4.4.15
	The Association recognized the importance of the Implementation Plan for the Evolution of Surface- and Space-Based Sub Systems of the Global Observing System (EGOS-IP) for the evolution of the GOS in the Region and requested Members to nominate National Focal Points for reporting progress and plans related to EGOS-IP and to report annually to WMO on the status of and plans for evolution of national components of the Surface- and Space-Based Sub Systems of the GOS.
	
	
	

	4.4.29
	The Association noted that the Executive Council had adopted revised Terms of Reference (ToRs) for Regional Instrument Centres (RICs) and Regional Radiation Centres (RRCs) and that the WMO Congress and Executive Council had requested regional associations to further strengthen RICs/RRCs and to initiate the process of continuous evaluation of RICs and RRCs under their responsibility to verify their capabilities and performance. The Association requested its Members who operate RICs to declare their level of capability under the new ToRs and those who operate RICs and RRCs to carry out periodic evaluations, in liaison with CIMO, and to report their outcomes to the next session of the Association. The Association also requested its RICs and RRCs to organize capacity building activities in view of sharing their knowledge, in particular on the procedures to be used for the calibration of meteorological and environmental instruments, with other Members.
	
	
	

	4.4.36
	The Association requested its president to submit proposals for reviews and updates of the WIGOS Development and Implementation Plan reflecting regional aspects of implementation and further development of the WIGOS concept on an annual basis. The Association requested its working bodies to include tasks contributing to the appropriate sections and activities of the WDIP relevant to the Region into their work programmes.
	
	
	

	Res. 4.4/3
	The Association requested the Secretary-General:  (1)  To arrange for the inclusion of the amendment in Volume II of the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544) – Regional Aspects, Region IV (North America, Central America and The Caribbean); (2)  To bring this modification to the attention of Members of RA IV.
	
	
	


Expected Result 5

Development and implementation of the new WMO

Information System
Strategic Thrust 1:  Science and Technology Development and Implementation
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.5.1.3
	The Association emphasized the crucial importance of effective communication and outreach efforts to ensure NMHSs understanding of WIS and its benefits to all potential user groups and entities, and it urged the Secretariat and Members involved in the early phase of WIS implementation to invest special efforts to this effect.
	
	
	


Expected Result 6

Enhanced Capabilities of Members in Multi-Hazard Early Warning and Disaster Prevention and Preparedness

Strategic Thrust 2: Service Delivery
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.6.4
	The Association noted WMO’s efforts in the establishment of a partnership with the World Bank and its newly established Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for implementation of national and regional projects for strengthening contributions of NMHSs in disaster risk management and linkage to climate change adaptation and development strategies.  It urged the Members and the Secretary-General to explore opportunities for benefiting from these funding opportunities at global to national levels.
	
	
	

	4.6.10
	The Association was advised of NASA’s Caribbean Flood Project that provides high technology satellite products to national disaster management organizations. The association considers that these satellite products would enhance warnings and other services provided by NMHSs. The Association requested the president to explore ways of coordinating with NASA to include NMHSs of the Region in the project.
	
	
	

	4.6.11 d)
	The Association requested the RA IV Hurricane Committee, based on technical advice of technical commissions concerned, foremost JCOMM, CHy, CAS and CBS, and in consultation with UNESCO/IOC, to set up or strengthen existing collaboration mechanisms for developing and improving the service delivery in coastal risk management.
	
	
	

	4.6.11 e)
	Noting that RA IV RSMC with specialization in hurricanes (Miami) has been providing storm surge information within the Region, the Association requested the RSMC-Miami and other storm surge forecast producing centres, based on the technical advice of JCOMM, to consider participation in a regional storm surge watch scheme, and to develop a proposal for consideration primarily by the RA IV Hurricane Committee and the Association.
	
	
	

	4.6.12 a)


	The Association requested the Secretary-General to publish by 2010 a preliminary report on the status and results that would have been achieved by then through the demonstration projects.
	
	
	

	4.6.12 b)
	The Association requested the President to assist as appropriate, transboundary operational cooperation and exchange of forecasts, warnings and other information on a real-time basis through the GTS and other mechanisms be addressed in relevant Multi-Hazard Early Warning demonstration projects in RA IV.
	
	
	

	4.6.12 c)
	The Association requested the President to assess the emerging results and conclusions as regards their viability for other RA IV Members and to make recommendations to the Association for further development of this area through national and regional cooperation projects in the Region.
	
	
	

	4.6.12 d)
	The Association requested the President to explore options for developing, in collaboration with JCOMM, a storm surge watch demonstration project for the Region.
	
	
	

	4.6.13
	The 2nd Expert Symposium on Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems will develop in 2009 the first WMO guidelines on “The Role of NMHSs in Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems with focus on Institutional Coordination and Cooperation”. In this regard, the Association requested that these guidelines be used actively in the training programmes of WMO and for the initiation of EWS projects in the Region.
	
	
	

	4.6.14
	The Association was informed of a new initiative for development of a multi-hazard EWS project in Central America for meteorological, hydrological and climate-related hazards.  This project addresses the role of the NMHSs in governance and institutional issues as well as EWS’ ConOps on the basis of SOP for collaboration of the NMHSs with disaster risk management agencies and other key partners. The Association requested the Secretary-General to keep the president of RA IV informed of the progress and facilitate the documentation of the outcomes and lessons learned for development of a strategy for expansion to other countries in the Region.
	
	
	

	4.6.19
	The risks of economic damage associated with hydrometeorological and climate-related hazards can be hedged through catastrophe insurance services and financial risk transfer markets.  The Association considered that this would lead to new challenges as well as opportunities for strengthening the observing networks, data rescue and management systems for NMHSs, as demonstrated in other countries such as Ethiopia, India and Malawi. The Association requested the Secretary-General to continue with collaboration and development of an action plan with relevant partners to assist NMHSs with serving markets and to facilitating relevant fora and mechanisms for NMHSs to share their experiences and transfer their knowledge, as well as to ensure the timely development of useful guidance for the NMHSs on identification of requirements and how best to meet them for these markets;
	
	
	

	4.6.22
	The Association noted the request of international humanitarian agencies such as OCHA and WFP for the need to establish operational linkages between NMHSs, RSMCs and Regional Networks of these agencies to provide analysis, bulletins and forecasts to these agencies for improving their contingency planning and humanitarian response in case of disasters. The Association expressed its interest in establishment of such partnerships and in this regards requested the Secretary-General to inform the president of such opportunities and requested the President to facilitate implementation of such projects engaging key partners in the Region and leveraging projects and other related activities.
	
	
	


Expected Result 7

Enhanced capabilities of Members to pROVIDE AND uSE WEATHER AND CLIMATE, WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL APPLICATIONS AND SERVICES

Strategic Thrust 2:  Service Delivery 

	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.7.3
	The PWS Survey on Severe Weather Warning Services indicated that the main obstacles in the provision of alerts and warnings for all hazards were insufficient accuracy of forecasts and insufficient understanding of warnings by the public. The Association requested the WMO Secretariat to pay particular attention to assisting NMHSs in the Region to improve in these areas.
	
	
	

	4.7.14
	The Association requested that results of the Shanghai Multi-Hazard Early Warning Services (MHEWS) project, which is designed to demonstrate how nowcasting applications can enhance short-range forecasts of high-impact weather, using the opportunity afforded by the Shanghai World EXPO 2010, be availed to its Members so that they can benefit from the experience.
	
	
	

	4.7.15
	The Association requested that results and lessons learned in improved service delivery to users from the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) be available to Members in RA IV with a view to initiating a similar project as required by Members.
	
	
	

	4.7.16
	The Association requested the Secretary-General to continue the GAW Urban Research Meteorology and Environment (GURME) project and to assist Members in developing capability in air quality forecasting and delivering related services to users.
	
	
	

	4.7.21
	The implementation of projects within the framework of ‘Learning through Doing’ concept, involves building capacity of NMHSs using a coordinated training and mentoring programme.  It is implemented with the aim of developing new and/or improved range of products and services to benefit targeted social and economic sectors identified by the countries themselves. The Association requested the Secretary-General to initiate projects based on the concept in RA IV according to their individual requirements.
	
	
	

	4.7.23
	The Association requested the Environment Canada, in collaboration with NOAA, to report on the progress of the implementation of Maritime Safety Information Services to the next RA IV session.
	
	
	

	4.7.24
	The Association noted with appreciation the expansion of the GMDSS-Weather Website to include navigational warnings in the various NAVAREASs (http://weather.gmdss.org/navareas.html), and the establishment of the Sea Ice Services Website (http://ipy-ice-portal.com/) for the global sea ice operational information, as an initiative for IPY and requested the Secretary-General to promote resource mobilization to ensure continued operation and development of these portals.


	
	
	

	4.7.25
	The Association noted with appreciation the successful development of standards for ice information in Electronic Navigation Chart Systems by RA IV Members, especially the Canadian Ice Service (Environment Canada), under the general direction of JCOMM, and requested the WMO Secretariat to address this issue as a matter of priority.
	
	
	

	4.7.28
	The Association recognized that with respect to assessing, quantifying and demonstrating benefits of weather, climate and water services to user sectors such as health, energy, tourism, transport and urban environment, many NMHSs would require assistance and guidance.  In this regard, it recommended that its Members make optimum use of the decision-support tools provided at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/socioeconomictools.htm. The Association further requested that training workshops on the assessment of socio-economic benefits of meteorological and hydrological services which had been organized in other Regions also be organized in RA IV.
	
	
	

	4.7.29
	The Association requested both developing and developed Members in RA IV to make best use of the Pilot Project for the Implementation of a Quality Management System, recently started in Tanzania, where templates and relevant software for the formulation and documentation of processes would be made available at no cost, in their own implementation of this ICAO required system.
	
	
	

	4.7.30
	The Association requested the Secretary-General to provide opportunities to managers of NMHSs to benefit from training in effective communication with government officials, politicians and decision-makers in different user communities; educate NMHS staff on better communication skills with end-users; and educate users on understanding products, services and information provided by NMHSs and their application to decision-making.
	
	
	

	4.7.31
	The Association noted with concern the need to organize and support training and capacity building events for the Region given the continued decrease in staff members due to staff retirement and lack of training institutions providing academic training in aeronautical meteorology in both languages of the Region. It strongly encouraged all the Members to follow examples of some Members who organize such training events. The initiative by the CAeM Expert Team on Education and Training to build a web-based training library both in English and Spanish with the support of the UCAR COMET/MetEd programme was warmly welcomed, but the Association requested Members to consider providing translation resources to this end.
	
	
	


Expected Result: 8

Broader use of weather, climate, and water outputs for decision-making and implementation by Members and partner organizations
Strategic Thrust 3: Partnership
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.8.12
	The Association noted that WMO would participate in the World Exposition 2010 “Better City, Better Life” (Shanghai, China, May-October 2010). The WMO Pavilion “Meteoland” will seek to enhance public awareness of the work undertaken by WMO and NMHSs and their contribution to people’s daily life. The Association requested Members to support participation of WMO in the 2010 World Expo and contribute extrabudgetary resources, in-kind support and public information materials for the WMO Pavilion.
	
	
	

	4.8.13
	The Association noted with satisfaction the efforts of the Office for North America, Central America and the Caribbean as information focal points in the WMO Secretariat for the Region.  In order to enhance WMO's information and Public Affairs Programme in the Region, it requested the Office to further strengthen its links with the Members of the Association.
	
	
	


Expected Result: 9
enhanced capabilities of nmhss in developing countries, particularly least developed countries, to fulfill their mandates

Strategic Thrust 4: Capacity Building
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	4.9.1
	The Association felt the restructuring of the WMO Secretariat that resulted in the establishment of the Development and Regional Activities Department (DRA) served to bring together key WMO Secretariat Offices responsible for working with Members at a regional level on NMHS development issues. The Association requested the Secretariat to continue to improve coordination between these Offices and their associated programmes as well as strengthening engagement with key partners and donors aimed at improving the capabilities of NMHSs in developing countries in the Region.
	
	
	


Expected Result: 10

EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT FUNCTIONING OF

CONSTITUENT BODIES

Strategic Thrust 5: Efficient Management and Good Governance

	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	5.1.1.2
	The Association agreed that rather than establish a number of standing working groups, the Management Group should be requested to use the guidance provided by the RA IV session to identify a number of activities that could be carried out over the next four years by regional task teams with emphasis on addressing the most urgent issues facing the region.
	
	
	

	5.1.4.1
	The Association recalled that the Executive Council at its sixtieth session (June 2008) agreed in principle with the suggestions of the presidents of the Commission for Basic Systems and the Commission for Hydrology to award recognition to the experts who volunteered to devote their time to undertake the activities planned by technical commissions and regional associations.  It urged the Secretary-General to propose a common scheme for awarding such recognition.  The Council also urged Permanent Representatives to facilitate the participation and voluntary contribution of experts, not only from the NMHSs but also from other institutions, to the activities of WMO.
	
	
	

	Res 5.1/1
	The Association requested the Secretary-General, to prepare a document by September 1, 2009 summarizing the actions and priorities of RA IV discussed during session XV.
	
	
	

	Res 5.1/2
	The Association requested  the Secretary-General:  (1)  To accord very high priority to the convening of an annual session of the Committee prior to the hurricane season; (2)  To take the necessary steps to assist the Committee and to ensure the provision of appropriate Secretariat support to its activities; (3)  To ensure the necessary cooperation with the ISDR Secretariat, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA), the Centre for Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC), the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), and such other organizations and agencies as may be deemed appropriate; (4)  To promote strong links with the other regional tropical cyclone bodies under the Tropical Cyclone Programme and relevant scientific bodies.
	
	
	


Expected Result: 11

EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE AND OVERSIGHT OF THE ORGANIZATION

Strategic Thrust 5: Efficient Management and Good Governance

WMO Strategic Planning – regional aspects
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	5.2.4
	The Association sees the value in having three independent documents.  The first is the WMO Strategic Plan, the second is the WMO Operational Plan that aggregates the activities undertaken through WMO’s Constituent Bodies (e.g. Executive Council, Regional Associations, Technical Commissions etc) and facilitated by the Secretariat.  The third is a specific WMO Secretariat operational plan that is aligned with a results-based budget.  This approach offers the flexibility to the Secretary General to adjust budgets as is the current practice while maintaining clear key outcomes and indicators that pertain to the WMO at large.  Under this arrangement, the Secretariat is requested to build and develop the activities and budget on the basis of inputs from the regional associations, who better reflect the needs and priorities of Members, and technical commissions, who help engineer the solutions.  The Regional Association will ensure close coordination of its key outcomes with relevant Technical Commissions under the Expected Results.
	
	
	


Expected Result: 11

EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE AND OVERSIGHT OF THE ORGANIZATION

Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in Regional Association IV (North America, Central America and the Caribbean)

Strategic Thrust 5: Efficient Management and Good Governance
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	5.2(2).11
	The Association reviewed the draft Strategic Plan for the Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in Regional Association IV (North America, Central America and the Caribbean) 2010-2013 and agreed on the approach and approval process for the development of the integrated Regional Strategic Plan for RA IV.  It requested the Secretariat to finalize the Strategic Plan on behalf of the Association based on the discussions during the session and requested the president of RA IV to approve the Plan in due course in consultation with the Management Group members.
	
	
	


Expected Result: 11

effective and efFicient management performance and oversight of the organization

Sixth Technical Conference on Management of Meteorological Services in Regional Association IV (North America, Central America and the Caribbean)

Strategic Thrust 5: Efficient Management and Good Governance
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	5.2(3).2
	The Association agreed that the Sixth Technical Conference on Management of Meteorological Services in Regional Associations III and IV be held during the fifteenth financial period and requested the Management Group to select, as appropriate, the topics of the technical conference.
	
	
	


EMERGING ISSUES: CRITICAL CHALLENGES FOR AERONAUTICAL METEOROLOGY
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	6.1.1
	Having been informed of recent developments in the implementation of the WMO Quality Management Framework and a Pilot Project for QMS for services to aviation in Tanzania, the Association endorsed the QMF plan and requested the president to follow and support the implementation of QMS making best use of the (interim and final) results of the Pilot Project.
	
	
	


WMO REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS AND THE WMO OFFICE FOR NORTH AMERICA, CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
	Agenda Item / Subject / Resolution
	Action Required
	Responsible
	Deadline of Action
	Action(s) taken & date

	7.1
	The Association requested the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to strengthen regional and technical cooperation activities for meeting the requirements of Members in the Region.
	
	
	

	7.5
	The Association decided to reinforce the links with regional intergovernmental organizations particularly relating to the regional Tsunami Warning System and GCOS regional coordination.  The Association requested that WMO invite the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for Tsunami and other Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (ICG) to meetings of the Hurricane Committee, create synergy and prevent duplication of resources and effort.
	
	
	

	7.8
	The Association requested the Secretary-General to maintain the efforts to assist the NMHSs of the Region in matters of Education and Training.
	
	
	

	7.11
	The Association requested the Secretary-General to make extra efforts to assist the NMHS of Haiti by making the necessary arrangements for the attendance of representatives of this country in future regional meetings.  Furthermore, considering that Haiti is the only LDC country in the American Continent, the Association strongly recommended that all efforts be made to improve the current situation.
	
	
	

	7.13
	The Association noted that the most effective and efficient modality would be to work closely with the DRA through the Sub-Regional Office in San Jose.  To this end, the Association urged the Secretary-General to review and strengthen the role of the SRO in keeping with Members needs.
	
	
	


