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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the session
The session will open at 09h00 on Wednesday, 17 March 2010 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.
1.2 Adoption of the agenda
The provisional agenda, as contained in CBS MG-XI/Doc-1.2(1) will be submitted to the session for adoption.  The order of the agenda items may be modified and additional items may be introduced, if necessary.

1.3 Working arrangements for the session

The work of the session will be conducted in Plenary and small working groups as required.  The session and documentation will be in English only.  The session will decide on other arrangements for the session such as its working hours.

2. IMPACT ON CBS ACTIVITIES AND PRIORITIES OF DECISIONS, GUIDANCE AND REQUIREMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND PRESIDENTS OF TECHNICAL COMMISSIONS SESSIONS

The outcomes of the decisions of XV-RA VI and the 2010 meeting of the Presidents of Technical Commissions will be reviewed.

3. CBS WORK PROGRAMME
3.1 World Weather Watch Programme
3.1.1 Integrated Observing Systems, including WIGOS (OPAG-IOS lead)
3.1.2 Information Systems and Services, including WIS (OPAG-ISS  lead)
3.1.3 Data Processing and Forecasting Systems (OPAG-DPFS lead)
3.1.4 System Support Activities, including Operational Information Service
3.2 Public Weather Services Programme (OPAG-PWS lead) 
3.3 WMO Space Programme
Each OPAG Chairman is invited to provide the session with brief information on the activities within the OPAG and to submit recommendations, as needed, to the session.
4.
CBS ROLE IN CROSS-CUTTING PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES

4.1
Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)

4.2
Capacity building

4.3
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)
4.4
Quality Management Framework (QMF)
4.5
Group on Earth Observations (GEO)

The CBS Coordinators/Rapporteur are invited to provide the session with brief information on their activities and to submit recommendations, as needed, to the session. The session is invited to consider which cross-cutting programme should become a separate element of the CBS work programme.
5.
EFFICIENT WORKING OF CBS

5.1 Matters related to the WMO strategic plan and WMO operating plan
The session is invited to review the matters related to the WMO strategic plan and WMO operating plan, and to consider the action to be taken for their preparation and implementation, including the monitoring and evaluation of their implementation.
5.2 WMO Inter-Commissions (TCs) working mechanisms
The session is invited to discuss matters related to the activities between Technical Commissions and CBS, and to review as needed the mechanisms required for these activities.
6. ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 2010 EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS
The session will review the progress in the organisation for CBS-Ext(10) and agree on required action items identified during discussions.
7. TECHNICAL CONFERENCE IN CONJUNCTION WITH CBS-Ext. (2010)
The session will discuss the preparation for the Technical Conference including organizational aspects, financing, topics, the Organizing Committee, and other arrangements and agree on required action items identified during discussions.  
8. DATE AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT SESSION OF THE CBS MANAGEMENT GROUP
The session will agree on the data and venue for the next session of the CBS Management Group taking into consideration the available financial resources.

9. OTHER BUSINESS
Participants are invited to submit other items for discussion by the session.
10. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The session is expected to close at 4:30 p.m. on 19 March 2010.
