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	Summary and purpose of document
This document contains information about WMO-GEO/GEOSS activity. 
The Meeting is invited to take into consideration information provided in the document when discussing relevant agenda items.
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APPENDIX C – GEOSS strategic targets 
REPORTS OF THE GEO/GEOSS COORDINATOR
1.
Many important events related to GEO activity have been held since last CBS session. The most important events are:
· EC 61 - where the special document has been discussed on the GEO issue. The result of the discussion is reflected in the Appendix A.

· GEO ExCom meetings (ExCom meeting documents are available on ftp site: ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Projects/GEO/ExCom/15/),


· Sixth Plenary Session of GEO (GEO-VI), 17-18 November 2009 ( Washington DC, United States), documents are available on 

http://www.earthobservations.org/docs_od_ple.shtml,


2.
Fifteenth Congress endorsed the participation of WMO in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and also endorsed the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) and its 10‑Year Implementation Plan.  Congress requested that WMO provide full support for the GEO process and the resulting GEOSS; support its implementation to the maximum extent possible within WMO’s mandate; and make available all essential data as defined in WMO Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) through the GEO interoperable arrangements to serve the needs of the global community. Congress participation in GEO had to be on a basis of mutual benefit which maximized synergies and minimized duplication noting that participation in GEO will provide an opportunity to improve global observing systems, especially in areas beyond national jurisdictions. This will also facilitate the full and open exchange of data, metadata and products shared within GEOSS, while recognizing relevant international instruments and national policies and legislation.

3.
In November 2008 GEO held its Plenary VI meeting in Washington (US). Over 300 participants were informed that membership in GEO comprised about 80 Nations, the European Commission and about 60 Participating Organizations. The GEO Work Plan for 2009-2011 was released in January 2009 and is available on the GEO Website (www.earthobservations.org) under documents. 
4.
A new set of Strategic Targets for the GEO 10-year Implementation Plan has been prepared and released. Following this release a reconciliation process will be established to merge the new Work Plan Tasks and their associated Targets. 

5.
WMO is leading and/or contributing to over 30 of the Work Plan Tasks (see table at appendix B) and is co-chairing or participating in many of the GEO Committees. Furthermore, WMO continues to provide a coordinated response to GEO by the UN Agencies’ co-sponsored global observing systems (GOOS, GTOS, and GCOS). WMO has, in accordance with Fifteenth Congress direction, registered its systems as components of GEOSS and with the development of WIGOS and WIS, it will be important for WMO to maintain an active role in GEO.

6.
The key issues facing GEO leading up to the next Ministerial Summit in 2010 are: data sharing principles; interoperability arrangements; and, governance and sustained financing as GEO transits from a developmental to operational phase for a System of Systems. 

6.1
Data Sharing Principles: work continues on the development of a ‘white paper’ on GEOSS data sharing principles. WMO has provided comments at each stage of development of this paper noting and providing copies of the WMO Resolutions 40 and 25. The European Commission has provided strong interventions with regard to the use of the term Data Sharing Policies versus Principles. The overall intention of the paper is to further the principle: to ensure full, open and timely access to data and relevant products at minimal cost. 

6.2
Interoperability Arrangements: the development of the GEOSS architecture and common infrastructure are being monitored relative to the WMO’s WIS Task. Whereas WIS is both a major contribution to GOESS and serves as an exemple of interoperability within the GEOSS principles, there are some concerns that the emerging GEOSS infrastructure is moving away from the use of a broad range of interoperable arrangements towards one or more preferred options. In the WMO context we need to ensure the principle that if WMO Members are compliant with WIS requirements then they are also compliant with GEOSS.

6.3
Governance and Sustained Financing of GEO: as GEOSS transits from its development phase into an operational phase, it will be important to clearly distinguish between those components of GEOSS which are existing Systems which will retain their management and governance arrangements, and those new components which have been developed through the GEOSS process and will need to have management and governance arrangements developed and agreed to including any financing. These issues have recently arisen in discussions in the 2009-2011 Work Plan and Strategic Targets. New overarching Tasks in the Work Plan suggest a governance structure which could be interpreted such that contributed systems (for example WIS) as seen as sub-tasks of larger GEOSS Tasks within new governance structures. Furthermore some of the wording of the new Strategic Targets implies that GEO will be a provider of data and services rather than ensuring clarity that the provider is the contributor (example WMO Members for enhanced weather warnings). The components of the GEO Common Infrastructure (GCI) being readied for operations will require either some form of sustained funding and/or a GEO Member or Participating Organization to offer to operate the systems.

7.
WMO Executive Council (EC-LXI) requested the Secretary-General to undertake, in consultation with WMO Members involved in GEO, a review of WMO’s participation in GEO/GEOSS, and to evaluate the contributions being made by WMO, and the benefits and results that WMO has gained through its participation, and potential opportunities for enhanced involvement.  
8.
The Meeting is invited to take into consideration information provided in the document taking into account that final clarification of the WMO-GEO relations will be done on the next EC. 

_________________

APPENDIX A

WMO and Group on Earth Observations (GEO)  (from EC  LXI report) 
5.2.19
The Council recalled that Fifteenth Congress endorsed the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) and its 10-year Implementation Plan and that Congress requested that WMO provide full support to the GEO process and the resulting GEOSS to the maximum extent possible within WMO's mandate, and to make available all essential data, as defined by WMO Resolutions 40 and 25 (Cg-XII and Cg-XIII, respectively), through the GEO interoperable arrangements with the global community.  Congress stressed that participation of WMO in GEO had to be on a basis of mutual benefit that maximized synergies while minimizing duplication.

5.2.20
The Council was informed that the WMO Secretariat leads or participates in over 30 of the 105 Tasks or sub-Tasks within the GEO 2009-2011 Work Plan and participates in GEO Committees, Working Groups and Task Forces. Together with the other United Nations Agencies who co-sponsor global observing systems (GCOS, GOOS, and GTOS), WMO provides a coordinated response to GEOSS. The WMO hosts the GEO Secretariat and provides administrative support through a service-level agreement.

5.2.21
The Council was also informed that a number of issues and concerns were discussed at the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) meeting and as a follow-up to the recent GEO Executive Committee meeting with regard to WMO’s involvement in GEO/GEOSS.:

5.2.22
The Council, recognizing the importance of this matter and in light of the upcoming GEO Plenary in the United States (November 2009) and the GEO Ministerial Summit to be held in China in November 2010, requested the Secretary-General to undertake, in consultation with WMO Members involved in GEO, a review of WMO’s participation in GEO/GEOSS and to evaluate the contributions being made by WMO and the benefits and results that the Organization has gained through its participation and potential opportunities for enhanced involvement. The results of this review should be presented to the next session of the Council.  The Council agreed that a full transparency in the WMO budget for supporting GEO should be established and formal agreement prepared for consideration by the Council.
APPENDIX B

WMO INVOLVEMENT IN GEO/GEOSS Tasks and Committees 

(2009-2011 WORK PLAN)
	NEW TASK #
	TASK NAME
	WMO LEAD
	WMO CONTRIBUTOR

	AR-09-02a 
	VIRTUAL CONSTELLATIONS
	
	J. LAFEUILLE

	AR-09-02b
	WIS
	D. THOMAS
	

	AR-06-11
	PROTECT RADIO FREQUENCIES
	P. TRISTANT
	

	AR-09-04a
	GEONETCAST
	
	J. LAFEUILLE

	CB-09-02g
	GEONET-TRAINING
	
	J. LAFEUILLE

	DA-09-01a
	DATA QA
	
	E. CABRERA

	DA-09-01b
	META DATA
	
	O. BADDOUR

	DA-09-02b
	ENSEMBLES
	
	J. CAUGHEY/ 

KOLLI

	DA-06-01
	DATA SHARING PRINCIPLES
	
	O. BADDOUR

	US-09-03c
	SURFACE DATA
	
	W. GRABS

	DI-06-09
	STATS FOR RISK
	
	J. LAFEUILLE

	DI-09-01a
	RISK ASSESSMT
	
	M. GOLNARAGHI

	DI-09-02a
	MULTI RISK
	M. GOLNARAGHI
	

	DI-09-02b
	DISASTER MGMT
	
	J. CAUGHEY

	DI-09-03a
	TSUNAMI

WARNING
	
	M. GOLNARAGHI

	DI-09-03b
	FIRE  WARNING
	
	L. JALKANEN

	HE-09-02a
	AEROSOLS
	L. BARRIE
	S. NICKOVIC

	HE-09-03a
	MENINGITIS
	
	J. CAUGHEY/

R. KOLLI

	CL-06-01
	RE-ANALYSIS
	
	K. TRENBERT/

O. BADDOUR

	CL-09-01a
	SEAMLESS PREDICTION
	WCRP-TBC
	J. CAUGHEY

	CL-09-01b
	CLIMATE ADAPTION
	
	WCRP-TBC

	CL-06-01c
	SAT DATA FOR CLIMATE
	S. BOJINSKI


	J. LAFEUIILE/

O. BADDOUR

	AR-09-03b
	IPY
	
	V. RYABININ/

E. CABRERA

	AR-09-03d
	WMO-GOS
	M. ONDRAS
	J. LAFEUILLE /

I. RUEDI

	WA-06-02b
	DROUGHT
	W. GRABS
	

	WA-08-01a
	SOIL MOISTURE
	
	P. VANOEVELON

	WA-08-01e
	WATER CYCLE
	W. GRABS
	

	WA-06-02a
	FLOODS
	
	A. TYAGI

	WA-08-01b
	RUNOFF
	
	W. GRABS

	AG-O7-02
	AGR.RISK MGMT
	R. STEFANSKI
	

	WE-06-03
	TIGGE
	J. CAUGHEY
	

	EC-09-02d
	MTN REGIONS
	
	W. GRABS

	ST-09-01
	R&D FUNDING
	
	J. CAUGHEY

	ST-09-02
	R&D AWARENESS
	
	J. CAUGHEY

	GEO BODY
	WMO LEAD
	POSITION
	

	
	
	
	

	Ministerial
	M. Jarraud

W. Zhang
	Principal

Alternate
	

	Plenary
	W. Zhang

B. Ryan

GCOS

WCRP
	Lead

Alternate

Participant

Participant
	

	C-4 (Chairs)
	B. Ryan

B. O’Donnell
	Member

Alternate
	

	Architecture / Data (ADC)
	B. Ryan

B. O’Donnell
	Co-Chair

Member
	

	User Interface

(UIC)
	B. O’Donnell
	Member
	

	Science/Technology (STC)
	J. Caughey
	Member
	

	Capacity Building CBC
	vacant
	
	

	GCI
	E. Christian
	Member
	


APPENDIX C

See   http://www.earthobservations.org/docs_od_ple.shtml



















































