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	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document provides information on the Development of the Tsunami Warning System in the Indian Ocean with respect to WWW Information System and Services.




Development of the Tsunami Warning System in the Indian Ocean

WMO, in coordination with US/ISDR and UNESCO/IOC, and NMHSs actively promoted and took action for ensuring the most effective use of the GTS for the immediate support of the Interim Tsunami Advisory Information service as well as for the longer-term support of the Tsunami Warning System in the Indian Ocean, within a multi-hazard approach. The WMO Multidisciplinary Workshop followed by an Expert Meeting (Jakarta, 14-18 March 2005) endorsed the WMO Action Plan and developed technical plan and actions for making GTS fully operational in all Indonesian-rim countries to support the Tsunami Warning System, including Operational procedures and arrangements, Use of WMO/GTS satellite-based data-distribution systems, Data-collection and exchange via Data Collection Service missions of Meteorological Satellites. Operational tests of the distribution of IO Tsunami Watch messages, generated by the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre (Hawaii) and by the Japan Meteorological Agency (Tokyo), over the GTS that were carried out on 7th and 8th April were very positive.  

The Expert meeting considered that current GTS operational procedures are adequate for meeting the TWS requirements, in particular:
· Use of “WEIOii” bulletins that are relayed with the highest priority (Priority 1) according to GTS procedures;
· Acknowledgment procedures from NMCs to the originating centre complying with standard GTS addressed messages, as very urgent administrative messages transmitted as a service message.  In this respect, the CBS/OPAG on ISS was requested to develop, as a matter of urgency, a format for the content of an addressed message for acknowledgment of receipt of a bulletin, especially EWS related bulletins; an initial proposal was developed.
The documents and report of the Expert meeting is available under: http://www.wmo.int/web/www/TEM/EMEEW-IO/documents.html
The WMO action plan includes upgrading/strengthening of NMHS centre equipment and GTS links to meet TWS requirements of developing and less-developed Indian-rim countries, including: Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Yemen; Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar, Seychelles, Somalia and Tanzania. Roving expert missions are planned to for fact-finding and developing relevant national projects. WMO has submitted to ISDR and donors a request for funding these activities, including the procurement and installation of equipment and facilities at the NMHSs centres concerned.

The same strategy will be pursued on a global basis for covering other areas at risk (Caribbean, Mediterranean rim, Atlantic).
