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	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document contains a proposal to organize a technical conference on the WMO Information System (WIS) in conjunction with CBS-Ext. (06)



ACTION PROPOSED

The Management Group is invited to consider the proposal contained in the document

______________

Reference:
CBS-XIII//PINK 5.2(2)

DISCUSSION

1. Following the practice of holding a technical conference in conjunction with a Commission session and the fact that such conferences were considered to have improved participation of experts from developing countries as well as to have provided useful input, it is recommended that a conference on the WMO Information System be held in association with the Extraordinary session of CBS in 2006.  The proposal has been supported by the Intercommission Coordination Group on FWIS (Geneva, January 2005) and by CBS, at its thirteenth session.

2. It is proposed that the conference be held, as usual, during the two days preceding the Commission session to be held in the last quarter of 2006. The chair of the ICG-FWIS (also CBS Vice-president) with the chair of the OPAG on ISS will consult with the members of the ICG-FWIS and the ICT on ISS to develop the detailed programme of the conference, which should highlight the crosscutting functionalities of the WIS and the involvement of all WMO Programmes. 

3. The conference will be organized by a conference committee, headed by a conference director and co-director and including the session chairs, and assisted by the Secretariat. It is proposed that the chair of the ICG-FWIS and CBS Vice-president, Prof. G.-R. Hoffmann, and the Chair of the OPAG on ISS, Mr P. Shi, serve as the conference director and co-director respectively, the other members of the committee will be the session chairs.

4. It is proposed to include the sessions as follows for the conference committee to consider and further develop as necessary.

· Structure, components and general functions of the WMO Information System; the WIS as a backbone component of the GEOSS

· Information and Communication Technology (ICT) standards for the WIS 

· GISCs: Functions and specifications; related pilot projects

· DCPCs: Functions and specifications; related pilot projects

· NCs: Functions and specifications; “bridging the gap” and benefit for developing countries

· Metadata, data catalogues and data portals

· Data communication techniques and services for the WIS; related pilot projects

· Migration and mapping of current information functions of WMO Programmes into the WIS

5. Recognizing that at present no budgetary allocations exist to support the conference, sources of funding should be sought from outside of the Secretariat. The director and co-director of the conference will work with the Secretariat to coordinate efforts to seek sponsors and donors for additional support.







