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INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR 2007-2008

INTERCOMMISSION TASK GROUP

FIRST SESSION 

Geneva, 04 - 06 April 2005

Report 

by

Prof. Geerd-R. Hoffmann, Vice-president of CBS

1.  Organisation

The meeting was organised by the WMO Secretariat and took place in the WMO headquarters. The meeting started on 04 April 2005 at 09.00 hrs and ended on 06 April 2005 at 11:30 hrs. Details of the agenda are attached as Annex I and the recommendations as Annex II. The remaining documents, such as the list of participants and all working documents, can be found on the relevant WMO Web pages.

2.  Topics

The largest part of the meeting was taken up by reports of the various rapporteurs on the different research topics. Altogether, more than 850 EOI’s for research projects had been received by the IPO. CBS was only involved in the discussion on the Integrated Observing Component (document 6) and the Data Policy and Management Strategy (document 7).

2.1 Integrated Observing Component

It is expected that the planned activities of a number of projects to be carried as part of the IPY activities would lead to an increase in both the number of observing locations and the amount of data collected from 2007 onwards. CBS would have to coordinate the necessary enhancements of the communication network. Therefore, CBS was asked to  advise JC concerning a chairperson for the IPY JC Subcommittee on observations and to co-ordinate the request for additional information to be provided by the Space Programme. The IPY Joint Committee would present its requirements for additional information as soon as possible.

2.2 Data Policy and Management Strategy

With regard to data policy and management, the author presented a short overview of the current status of the WMO Information System (WIS) and highlighted the common areas between the WIS concept and the anticipated data management structure of IPY. It was agreed that WIS should be taken as the basis for the IPY data management development. In particular, the planned IPY data centre(s) would act as Data Collection and Production Centres (DCPC) in the WIS context. In this respect, it was asked that CBS propose an expert to be a member of the Data Policy and Management Strategy Subcommittee of IPY.

3.  Impact on CBS

It looks very probable that by 2007 IPY will be responsible for some increase in the data volume exchanged regularly over the current GTS. In addition, some of the infrastructure for WIS has to be operational by that time. In particular, the metadata for the IPY data have to be available and the DCPC features have to be developed. Therefore, the close co-operation of the OPAG’s on IOS and ISS has to be ascertained. In addition, the likely requirement for additional forecast products to support the field experiments planned by IPY has to be catered for by the OPAG on DPFS.
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ITEM 1.2

ENGLISH ONLY




EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM RELATING TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1
Opening of the session
The session will be opened at 0900 hours on 4 April 2005 by professor Qin Dahe, the chairman of the Intercommission Task Group on IPY. The session will be held in the WMO headquarters, Geneva, meeting room 6L (6th floor, lake side). 

1.2
Adoption of the agenda
The session will be invited to adopt its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda given in ITG-I/Doc.1.

1.3
Working arrangements
The session will be invited to adopt its working arrangements.  The meeting will be held in English only, and documentation will be available in English only.

         2.
 INTERCOMMISSION TASK GROUP ON IPY (Terms of Reference,      composition, secretariat support)
Under this agenda item the Group will consider its Terms of Reference, approved by EC-LVI (June, 2004), and objectives of the meeting, The meeting will be also informed on the activities of WMO IPY project office established in August 2004. Participants are invited to comment on project office activities and make recommendation, if necessary.

    3.             STATUS OF IPY 2007-2008 PLANNING

                 The meeting will be informed on the status of the IPY planning to date, including preparation of the Framework document on IPY, the establishment of WMO/ICSU Joint Committee on IPY (JC) and the establishment the International Programme Office on IPY (IPO).

.4.             ICSU-WMO IPY JOINT COMMITTEE – First session (main results)


The session will be invited to review the main results of the first session of the IPY JC held in ICSU headquarters, Paris from 7 to 9 March 2005 and the outcome of the IPY Open Consultative Forum (Paris, UNESCO, 10-11 March 2005). These will include results of analysis of the Expressions of Intent (EOI), description of procedure for development full IPY proposals, establishment ad-hoc groups on Observing systems, on Data policy and data management strategy, and on Education, outreach and communications. The Group is also invited to discuss interaction with IPY National Committees and with funding and logistic agencies and make recommendations in this respect. 

5.              WMO ACTIVITIES ON IPY (main areas, leading projects, role of ITG)
Under this agenda item the Group is invited to consider role of ITG in the process of preparation of full proposals for IPY in the fields where WMO traditionally have been involved in science and operations through National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) and technical commissions, namely: observations in polar regions, atmospheric chemistry studies, weather forecasting research, climate assessment, climate and cryosphere studies, polar oceanography and hydrological cycle and fresh water budget assessment. Analysis of EOIs made by JC has showed that they were very heterogeneous from many points of view and should be well coordinated even at the stage of preparation of full proposals for IPY. The members of the Group are invited to identify the role of WMO technical commissions and ITG, in particular, in this process and make recommendations regarding ways of better coordination among various group of proponents, including international agencies, multinational programmes, NMHS and national institutions, group of scientists and individuals. To develop such recommendations the members of the Group will be provided in advance by the Secretariat with the listing of EOIs, summaries of all categories that contain classification of EOIs (by scientific disciplines and topics) as well as preliminary identification of “leading” projects and projects of second category. The content of each EOI may be found at website:www.ipy.org/ipy-v2/development/eoi/. The Group may also discuss procedures for establishment of Project Steering Committees who will serve as the point of contact between the project and the other elements of the IPY organisational structure.

6. DATA POLICY AND DATA MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

                 The session will be informed on the results of discussion of this matter at the first JC session and actions proposed. The participants are invited to discuss this issue and make proposal regarding development of policy and strategy of IPY data management.

7. NEXT STEPS ISSUES AND ACTIONS REQUIRED

                 The session will develop an outline of future work programme taking into account ITG Terms of Reference approved by Resolution 11(EC-LVI) as well as actions and recommendations proposed by the ITG at the meeting.
           8.
        CLOSURE THE SESSION
The session is expected to close in the afternoon of Wednesday 6 April 2005.


______________

ANNEX II

Recommendations

 of the first session of the WMO Intercomission Task Group on IPY

(Geneva, 4-6 April 2005)

IPY General Policy

1. Noting the intention of the Arctic Council to participate in the work of the IPY Joint Committee and recognising that its support is very important and beneficial for the IPY implementation, including facilitation of funding for national and international IPY projects, free access to territories and data exchange, the Group strongly recommended to accept participation of Arctic Council representative in the Joint Committee.



(Chairman of the ITG)

2. Noting a lack of coordination at a national level in the IPY planning, it is recommended that representatives of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) be included in the composition of the National Committees on IPY.


(Chairman of the ITG)

3. In order to facilitate funding of the IPY implementation it is recommended that WMO should be well represented at the meetings with international funding agencies.    (Chairman of the ITG)

4.In order to ensure more active involvement of European Union (EU) in IPY it is recommended that the Secretary General should take appropriate measures based on the Memorandum of Understanding between EU and WMO and meet with the Commissioner of Directorate-General of Research to demonstrate pan- European and international nature of the IPY issues and request to include IPY in the specification for Framework Programme 7(FP 7) and issue a call for at least one Integrated Programme on IPY in the first call of FP 7. EC should urge EU members to promote IPY2007-2008 in FP 7 through the national channels.

           (Chairman of the ITG)

5. It is recommended to contact IPY International Programme Office (IPO) with request to interface with existing polar infrastructure to get an overview and to demonstrate existing opportunities that EOI need to exploit and to address the issue: how well do the EOI reflect international programmes within IGBP, WCRP, IHDP, Diversitas.

(Chairman of the ITG)



         









6. It is recommended to request the JC give special consideration to identification of projects that may be classified as multi-disciplinary.                                                  (Chairman of the ITG)                               

7. It is recommended to request technical commissions to assist in the establishment of the Project Steering Committees for IPY Core projects and in providing technical advice in the management of the projects.






(Chairman of the ITG)                               
IPY observing component

The Group recommended to:

1. Support the identification of EOI 129, 138, 732, 699, 312, 362, 430, 501, 544 as “Lead projects” made by the IPY Joint Committee (JC) and communicate with contact points, if necessary.  
                                          (Representatives of CBS, CIMO, CCL, CHy, WCRP, WGAM)

2. Communicate with JC regarding the establishment of its Sub-Committee on Observing Systems and ask CBS to advice JC concerning a chairperson for the Subcommittee and co-ordinate the request for additional information to be provided by the WMO Space Programme. The JC should present its requirements for additional information as soon as possible.

(Representatives of CBS, CHy, JCOMM, WCRP, WWW and Space Programmes)

3. Request EC to encourage WMO member-countries that are developing or planning to develop national and regional AMDAR projects relevant to Polar Regions to complete such projects in time to be implemented during the IPY.

                     (Chairman of the ITG)
4. Organize a Meeting of Experts on Antarctic Meteorology (Autumn, 2005) to assist in coordination of IPY projects in Antarctica.   (Representatives of WGAM and WWW Programme)

Atmospheric chemistry, including stratospheric ozone and anthropogenic impact

The Group recommended to:

1. Request IPO to add EoI 344 proposed by the OASIS to the lead activity in the atmosheric chemistry area and 637 to supporting OASIS EOI. Group EOI according to the environmental issues and link to ongoing observations in Polar Regions that have not been submitted as EOI






(Chairman of the ITG, representative CAS)

2. Request IPO to make sure that the different scientific approaches (in situ and remote sensing, modelling including Earth System Approach type modelling) are applied to address the issues










             (CAS representative)

3. Address to JC and IPO the issue of better structuring of IPY projects to implement of “IGACO-framework thinking” through both individual projects and interaction with the overall data structure and generation and flow of information and scientific findings in IPY (data stream fusion and product generation).


(Chairman of the ITG, representative CAS)

Weather and climate including forecasting and prediction research

The Group recommended to:
1. THORPEX ICSC Subcommittee for IPY to continue coordinate and evaluate THORPEX related proposals and projects for IPY. 

   (Representatives of CAS and THORPEX)
2. Collaborate with ICSC Subcommittee for IPY regarding coordination of issues related to improvements to climate (seasonal to interannual) prediction and of any IPY projects that have a prediction component with a climate timeframe. 

     (Representatives of CCL, CAS, THORPEX and WCRP) 

Climate assessment

The Group recommended to:
1. Ensure that any new or enhanced climate-related observational networks developed and operated for IPY and sustained in future should meet the requirements for climate monitoring, climate research and development of appropriate climate predictions, products and services to support sustainable development of Polar Regions.



     (CCl and WCRP)

2. Consider the specific climate issues in polar and high-altitude regions, including missing data, sparse networks, short time series, etc. in the third edition of the Guide to Climatological Practices (under development). 






           (CCl)

3. Promote development of specialized activities for Polar Regions through Regional Climate Centres and CLIPS RCOF Process (especially in RA II, IV, VI), and to arrange user feedback to these activities, and to NMHSs. 







(CCl)

4. Consider development of specific projects, in collaboration with NMHSs and other agencies, (perhaps in conjunction with EU COST Action 725), using phenological data for polar climate and climate change studies.








 (CCl).

5. Consider development of specific applications of the Universal   Thermal Climate Index (UTCI) (perhaps in conjunction with the EU COST Action 730) to support provision of information and products for residents and travellers on thermal extremes.
            (CCl)                                  

6. Investigate DARE projects to support data gaps identified by the IPCC, NMHSs and IPY in polar climate databases.







           (CCl)

7. Extend to NMHSs and IPY National Committees all accumulated information and expertise on data and metadata policies, principles and management, relevant to IPY themes.      (CCl)

8. Consider polar themes and polar climate activities related to sectors including agriculture, energy, transportation, tourism/travel/sport, health, water resources, etc at CCl-XIV and the Technical Conference “Climate as Resource” (both Beijing, China, November 2005).  
(CCl)


9. Request the JC to consider the climate aspects in all IPY thematic areas, involve climate experts in coordination of these activities and consider identification of EOI 830 as one of the IPY core projects related to polar climate data and information dissemination and user support.

   (Chairman of ITG, representative of CCl)

Cryosphere

The Group recommended to:

1. Request the JC to invite WCRP/CliC to take responsibility for leading and co-ordinating the cryosphere area activities in IPY.





(Chairman of ITG)













2. Discuss the change in approach proposed at the ITG session with the JC cryosphere team and ask its approval in time of the CliC First Science Conference (China, April, 2005).

        (Chairman of ITG and WCRP representative)

3. Request CliC SSG to inform proponents as soon as possible of this modification and reconfirm major lead projects identified by the JC as appropriate.            (WCRP representative)

Polar oceanography and marine meteorology

The Group recommended to:

1. Support identification by the JC EOI 80 for the Arctic and EOI 109 for Antarctic as IPY “Lead Projects” for polar marine meteorology and oceanography and ensure strong linkages between lead projects, complementary and cross-cutting ones (in particular, EOI 124, 154 for the Arctic and 16, 283 for Antarctic).

            

          (Representatives of JCOMM)

2. Request the JC to invite the Arctic Ocean Science Board and the CLIVAR/CliC/SCAR Southern Ocean Panel to play a coordination and integration role in EOI clustered around EOI 80 and EOI 109 as a Lead Projects accordingly.



(Chairman of the ITG)

3. Consider the issue of establishing GOOS Arctic and Antarctic Regional Alliances before IPY implementation


           





 (JCOMM)

4. Provide tailored services and information support including guidance materials to the IPY by national ice services and GDSIDB centers, and cooperate with DBCP, IABP and IPAB in addressing problems in their implementation during IPY


    (JCOMM ETSI)

5. Address an improving of observational systems and services in the Arctic and the Antarctic through Observation and Services Programme Areas of JCOMM.


(JCOMM)

6. Ensure that JCOMM working plans, actions be properly involved in IPY;

(Representatives of JCOMM)

Hydrological cycle and fresh water budget

The Croup recommended to:

1. Support identification by the IPY JC of EOI 362 “Arctic-HYCOS” as “Lead Project” and communicate with lead contacts of EOI 362 to assist them in coordination of IPY activities in respect to full proposals and coordination of hydrological studies during the IPY. Their participation in a preparatory meeting (Oslo, Norway, 26-27 April 2005)  as well as participation of national hydrological advisers with the commitment to identify a baseline network that can serve as a precursor to the Arctic-HYCOS is recommended.






(Representatives of CHy, HWR Programme, and WCRP)

2. Urge NMHS of countries concerned to provide support to the Arctic-HYCOS initiative that envisages quasi-operational exchange of hydrological and related observations on the state of Arctic rivers and ensure active participation of national hydrological advisers in the project.








(CHY, representatives of HWR Programme)

3. Communicate with lead contacts of EOI 67 and 414 to assist them in integrating their projects with the lead project, and recommend their participation in the preparatory meeting. 

                                                            (Representatives of CHy, HWR Programme, and WCRP)  

4. Invite the Global Runoff Data Centre (Koblenz, Germany) in accordance with its current role of as custodian of the Arctic River Runoff Database to act as the main data centre for the Arctic-HYCOS project run-off time series data. This does not preclude the participating institutions to archive their data independently.       








(Representatives of CHy, HWR Programme) 

Data Policy AND Data Management Strategy

The Group recommended that:

1. WMO be represented on the IPY JC Sub-Committee on Data Policy and Data Management Strategy.


                      (Chairman of the ITG,Representatives of CBS, CCl)

2. The IPY JC promote free and open access to data and information related to IPY projects, as developed during the IPY period.  

                                                              (Chairman of the ITG, Representatives of CBS, CCl)

3. The WMO Information System (WIS) be used for data and information exchange and data archiving during and following IPY, as appropriate.                      (Representatives of CBS, CCl)

4. The requirements related to exchange of IPY data and information be developed as a high priority and provided to IPO and CBS for planning purposes.          (IPO, representative of CBS)

5. WMO representatives in the Sub-Committee on Data Policy and Data Management Strategy develop and maintain close communications with the Intercommission Coordination Group on WIS.                                                                                               (Representatives of CBS, CCl)

6. Requirements related to the large data sets such as NWP data and products and remote sensing data and products should be developed as high priority and provided to relevant bodies for planning purposes.



                          (IPO, representative of CCl)

7. The Sub-Committee on Data Policy and Data Management Strategy address the unique technical and resource-related issues of both operational and research communities for management of and access to data and information.                   (Representatives of CBS, CCl)

8. The IPY Sub-Committee on Data Policy and Data Management Strategy consult with user sectors and devise a strategy to use this information for improvement of the IPY data products.

(IPO, representative of CCl)


- 5 -
15.04.05

