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Progress Report on OPAG on Integrated Observing Systems

(Submitted by the Secretariat)

	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides information on the activities carried out within OPAG-IOS since the fifth session of CBS MG.



ACTION PROPOSED


The MG is invited to consider the above information, review and endorse appropriate proposals and recommendations elaborated by ET sessions and other meetings.

References:
1.
The final report of CBS-XIII (St.- Petersburg, 23 February-3 March 2005)

2. The final report of CBS MG-5 (Geneva, 26 –29 April 2005)

DISCUSSION

1. The CBS Expert Team on Automatic Weather Stations (ET-AWS-4) met from 20 to 24 March 2006 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva to review the status of on going activities with emphasis on reviewing AWS issues with representatives from CIMO, JCOMM, EUMETNET and CCL.  Due to other meeting conflicts, the JCOMM representative was not able to participate in the full session of the ET.  An update to the final report of ET-AWS-4 will be prepared when JCOMM will have the opportunity to provide its comments to the chairman.  The focus of this meeting was to examine whether standard operational tables could accommodate all AWS platforms, data, and metadata requirements.  The members and invited representatives spent considerable time discussing the approach and came to a consensus that this was possible.  The results of the work completed by the ET-AWS will be posted and also presented to other programmes and Commissions utilizing AWS platforms for their review and comment.  

2. During the session the working group considered several proposals which resulted in a number of recommendations for CBS consideration.  One of the most interesting issues discussed was whether the existing AWS BUFR code tables were adequate for resolving workload issues.  This issue was raised by the EUMETNET representative who related the problem of having two operational tables for encoding AWS data, one for hourly observations and another for SYNOP observations, each requiring separate BUFR tables.  The decision on which table to be used and the impact of being required to use both posed a problem for some EUMETNET members.  The EUMETNET representative proposed a compromise through merging the two tables in such a fashion as to satisfy both observation programs without producing additional workload and operating from a single BUFR table.  The working group reviewed, discussed and refined the proposed table and developed an acceptable approach based on blending of the two exisiting BUFR tables.

3. Metadata issues were discussed by the working group with respect to real, near real and non-real time, taking into account the significance of each entry for the operational use of AWS data.  These discussions resulted in the development of two AWS metadata tables, one identifying AWS metadata required for operational purposes and another defining required AWS metadata for near-real time and non-real time purposes.  This approach reduces the amount of metadata accompanying operational observations.  

4. The chairman shared the vision of the ET-EGOS through its Implementation Plan for Evolution of Space and Ground-Based Sub-Systems of the GOS.  There were a number of recommendations within the document relating to AWS activities.  The ET-AWS reviewed the entire document and prepared a number of comments which will be presented to the ET-EGOS and IOS chairs.  The members felt that AWS could play a greater role in the evolution of the GOS and that this should be documented in any future updates to the implementation plan.  The fourth session of ET-AWS came to a close at 15:00 hours on March 24, 2006.
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