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(Submitted by WMO Secretariat)

_____________________________________________________

Summary and purpose of document

The document provides information on the planned Technical Conference on the WMO Information System (WIS) that will precede CBS-Ext. (06).

_____________________________________________________

Action proposed

The CBS Management Group is invited to note the information provided and provide guidance on the Technical Conference organization and activities as required.  

Reference:
Final Report of CBS MG-V (2005).
1 Technical Conference on the WMO Information System (TECO-WIS)
1.1 Following the practice of holding a technical conference in conjunction with a Commission session and the fact that such conferences were considered to have improved participation of experts from developing countries as well as to have provided useful input, the Intercommission Coordination Group on WIS and CBS-XIII supported that a conference on the WMO Information System be held in association with the Extraordinary session of CBS in 2006. 
1.2 The conference would be held during the three days preceding the Extra-ordinary session of the Commission (November 2006). The conference would be organized by a conference committee, headed by a conference director and co-director and including the session chairs, and assisted by the Secretariat. MG-V already agreed that the chair of the ICG-WIS and CBS vice-president, Prof. G.-R. Hoffmann, and the OPAG-ISS chair, Mr P. Shi, serve as the conference director and co-director respectively, the other members of the committee would be the session chairs. 

1.3 The chair of the ICG-WIS (also CBS vice-president) consulted with the OPAG-ISS chair and the members of the ICG-WIS and developed, with the assistance of the Secretariat, a provisional programme of the conference, which is included in the annex to this paragraph.  The provisional programme was developed on the assumption that potential lecturers were identified, and that a call for presentations was not required.  It was emphasized that the TECO-WIS should highlight the crosscutting functionalities of the WIS and the involvement of all WMO Programmes; The TECO-WIS should reach the potential user communities, and most of the third day would be dedicated to WIS-users.  It is also important to promote the participation of industry, especially manufacturers of equipment related to current WMO Programmes’ information systems (e.g. GTS) and potential GISC, DCPCs and NCs systems.  

1.4 It is planned to issue the formal announcement of the TECO-WIS by mid-April, with a view to collecting the presentation summaries from lecturers by July 2006.  The detailed programme would be reviewed and finalized by the ICG-WIS at its next session (5-8 September 2006, Beijing).

1.5 It is recalled that, with respect to the EOS initiative, CBS-XIII and EC-LVI emphasized that the WIS (including the WWW GTS) should be an important backbone building block within the GEO system of systems (GEOSS) for achieving a greater interoperability and connectivity among individual component observing systems.  CBS-XIII agreed that the participation of the WIS as a critical component of the GEOSS was a unique opportunity as well as a challenge.  It is therefore important to ensure the involvement of the GEO Secretariat in the Technical Conference on WIS; the GEOSS rapporteurs and the Secretariat GEO Focal point may undertake coordination and action with a view to this cooperation.

1.6 There was not at present any budgetary allocation to support the conference, and sources of funding should be sought from outside of the Secretariat. The director and co-director of the conference would work with the Secretariat to coordinate efforts to seek sponsors and donors for support.

Annex to paragraph 3.1

 Provisional TECO-WIS programme

1 Day 1 
1.1 Opening
1.2 Metadata 
Session Chair: P. Shi
· ISO 19xxx series


J. Seib
· WMO Core Metadata Profile

S. Foreman
· NERC Metadata Gateway

(TBD)
· JCOMM & IOOS Metadata

R. Keeley
1.3 Information and Communication Technology (ICT) building blocks 

Session Chair: S. Foreman
· Portals technology


L. Cinquini

· JAVA Engine


S. Fischer

· Grid (SIMDAT)


M. Dell’Acqua

· Protocols (NetCDF, OpenDAP)

D. Brown

· GTS status and transition 

K. Adler

· IMTN and VPN 


H. Ichijo

2 Day 2

2.1 ICTs building blocks (ctnd)
Session Chair: S. Foreman
· Satellite-based com. (IGDDS, EUMETCast) EUMETSAT expert

· Internet services and security

J.-F. Gagnon

2.2 Pilot projects

Session Chair: A. Kellie
· VGISC, including SIMDAT

H. Knottenberg

· E2EDM (JCOMM)


N. Mikhailov

· EUMETNET UNIDART

C. Little

· DMAC



(TBD, USA)

· Cliware (CCl)


A. Breznopr

· Earth System Grid (ESG) 

D. Middleton
· NCAR DCPC




2.3 Industry

Session Chair: H. Knottenberg
· MicroSoft, IBM, Corobor, IBL, GST,….

3 Day 3

3.1 GISC Prototype demonstration

· DWD, ECMWF, EUMETSAT, MeteoFrance, UKMetOffice

3.2 Users

Session Chair: R. Keeley
· WAMIS (CAgM)

Korea

· THORPEX/TIGGE (CAS)
W. Zwiefelhofer

· GEOSS


TBD

· Run-off Data Centre (CHy)
TBD (Germany)

· NCs and “bridging the gap”
TBD (Finland)

· Climate Data Centres (CCl)
TBD

· WMO NDPM

TBD

3.3 Users (ctnd)

Session Chair: TBD
· IOC

· ISDR

· CTBTO

· IAEA

· WSIS

3.4 Conclusions and Closure

Session Chair: G.-R. Hoffman & P. Shi
_______________

