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System Support Activities, including Operational Information Service
(Submitted by the Secretariat)
	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains proposals for action concerning the System Support Activities, including Operational Information Service, as a follow-up of Cg-XV.



ACTION PROPOSED

The Management Group is invited to consider the proposals for action concerning the System Support Activities, including Operational Information Service, included in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of the document.

DISCUSSION
1. CG-XV emphasized that addressing identified WWW deficiencies would improve meteorological services with regard to safety, climate monitoring, disaster reduction, and poverty alleviation.  Congress requested the Commission for Basic Systems and regional associations to continue identifying gaps in the implementation and operation of the WWW, and defining guidelines for the allocation of priorities in the support of the implementation of WWW systems and services.  The Management Group may wish to invite the OPAGs to review the guidelines for the allocation of priorities for technical cooperation support as given in paragraphs 6.6.2 to 6.6.6 of the report of CBS-Ext.(06) and to submit updated guidelines to CBS-XIV.
2. The sixth session of the Management Group (Geneva, April 2006) requested the Secretariat to prepare a new edition of the CBS software registry. In 2006, the Secretariat sent a letter to the WMO Members inviting them to review the list of software packages that they offer to other WMO Members, and to provide the relevant information to be included in the new edition. Eight countries (Bolivia, Cyprus, Hong-Kong – China, Ireland, Japan, Switzerland, UK and USA) offered in total 45 software packages. The new edition is available in the WMO server from http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/cbs-software-exchange/introduction.html. Cg-XV invited WWW centres to consider offering meteorological application software for free exchange among Members and to provide relevant updates to the CBS software registry. The Management Group may wish to consider the following action to ensure that the CBS software registry is kept updated and its use benefits to the implementation of the WWW:

a) The Secretariat should invite the WMO Members to review the list of software packages included in the CBS software registry, for example every two years;

b) The OPAGs and their teams should highlight the software packages, that could be used to contribute to the implementation of the WWW in their domain of interest, should foster their possible use, and in a more general way should contribute to the development and better use of the registry.
3.
Cg-XV reaffirmed that an important goal was to facilitate a rapid access to the information through interactive on-line access services.  Cg-XV welcomed the initiative to establish WMO Country Profile Database to enhance the ability of the whole WMO Secretariat to follow the status of and development needs of the Members, and urged the Secretary-General to take immediate action to operationalize such a database and gather there all of the information collected by individual WMO Programmes/Departments. It is proposed to develop the project for the interactive on-line access services for the OIS and the project for the WMO Country Profile Database in an integrated and co-ordinated manner with a view to avoiding the duplication of efforts.
