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	Summary and Purpose of Document

To review the progress with regard to the date, venue and local arrangements for CBS-XIV.



ACTION PROPOSED


To review information presented in the document and agree on required action items identified during discussions. 
______________

References:
A.
Faxes from the President of CBS
B. Letter to PR of Croatia

C. Letter from PR of Croatia

D. The Final report of the MG-7
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

DISCUSSION

1. In a fax received in the WMO Secretariat on 26 March 2008 (Reference A), the CBS President informed the WMO Secretariat of his decision to postpone CBS-XIV from November 2008 to March 2009.
2. In a fax from the WMO Secretary General on 7 April 2008, the Permanent Representative of Croatia was informed of the CBS President’s decision.  The Permanent Representative of Croatia was asked to consider the possibility to host CBS-XIV in Croatia in 2009 (Reference B).

3. In a letter from the Permanent Representative of Croatia on 23 April 2008, Croatia indicated that it could host CBS-XIV in Dubrovnik CBS-IV, 25 March through 2 April 2009 preceded by a two-day Technical Conference on 23-24 March 2009.
4. In an email from the Director of the Observing and Information Systems Department on 8 May followed by a letter dated 14 May 2008 from the WMO Deputy Secretary General, the CBS President was requested, in accordance with WMO General Regulation 187, to agree to the date and place for CBS-XIV in Dubrovnik as described in paragraph 3 above.
5. The President of CBS, through a fax dated 23 May 2008, formally agreed with the above dates and venue for CBS-XIV and the WMO Secretariat has started formal negotiations with the Government of Croatia to establish a Letter of Agreement for hosting arrangements.
6. It should be noted that in accordance with WMO General Regulation 17 covering constituent body meetings held outside Geneva, the WMO Secretary-General will inform all Members of the Organization of the proposed session at least 240 days (8 months) prior to the scheduled opening date.  He shall invite Members to inform him by a certain date, not later than 180 days (6 months) prior to the scheduled opening date, whether they intend to be represented at the session..  Given the high level of activity in the WMO Secretariat during EC-LX in June, the window of opportunity to notify WMO Members will be from July until mid-August.  The overall sequence of administrative and technical activities preceding CBS-XIV and the Technical Conference is presented in the Annex to this paragraph.  Some additional planning actions will be based on action items arising from CBS MG-7 contained in Inf xxx.

7. It should be recalled that MG-7 had agreed on a provisional agenda for the CBS-XIV (see Annex to this paragraph) and requested the Secretariat to coordinate recommendations for changes to it to improve focus on key issues.  In this connection, the MG may wish to consider the comments by the CBS president in MG-8/Doc 5 on the necessity to discuss at CBS-XIV: new principles of strategic planning; monitoring and evaluation of the Expected Results (ERs); new system of expected outcomes; the future role for CBS taking into account new and emerging challenges and priorities. 
Annex to paragraph 6
	Technical Conference1 

	Organizational preparation
	deadline
	comments

	Decision on topic

Designation of Conference Director and Conference committee
	D -12 months
D -12 months
	Done

Decision expected by MG-June 2008

	Conference organization, agenda, sessions
	D -10 months
	Proposal to MG-June 2008

	Call for presentations, posters, call for financial contributions
	D -8 months
	-

	Consolidated list of presentations & lecturers
	D -3 months
	-


	CBS Session1

	Administrative procedures
	
	

	Offer to host Conference
	D -300 days
	received

	SG informs all Members of proposed session 
	D -240 days
	-

	Members inform of intent to participate
	D -180 days
	-

	Procedures for visa etc confirmed by host
	D -135 days
	-

	Notification to Members of date & place
	D -120 days
	-

	Support Services
	
	

	Preparation interpreters contracts
	D -8 months
	Delay increases costs

	interpreters contracts
	D -6 months
	Delay increases costs


	Organizational preparation
	
	

	Draft future work programme and draft OPAG structure (ETs)
	D -6 months
	MG and OPAGs 


	Call for experts’ nomination to participate in OPAGs and ETs 
	D -4 months 
	With a view to OPAGs & ET membership

	Finalization prov. agenda
	D -4 months
	Draft from MG-VII

	Organization of CBS session (committees’ chairs, time plan, etc)
	D -2 months
	-

	CBS Operational Planning Framework document
	D -3 months
	MG responsibility (ref MG-VII)


	Technical preparation
	
	

	OPAG-IOS ETs
	D -3 months
	Meetings planned

	OPAG-IOS ICT
	D -2 months
	Session planned mid-September

	OPAG-ISS ETs
	D -3 months
	Meetings planned

	OPAG-ISS ICT
	D -2 months
	Session planned November

	OPAG-DPFS ETs
	D -3 months
	Meetings planned

	OPAG-DPFS ICT
	D -2 months
	Session planned end-September

	OPAG-PWS ETs
	D -3 months
	Meetings planned

	OPAG-PWS ICT
	D -2 months
	Session in May 2008


1 Status on 23 June 2008: D -9 months(D-270days) prior to the Technical Conference (23-24.03.09) and CBS-XIV (25.03 - 2.04.09)
Annex to paragraph 7
Draft Provisional Agenda for CBS-XIV
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION
2. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
2.1 Consideration of the report on credentials
2.2 Adoption of the agenda

2.3 Establishment of committees
2.4 Other organizational questions
3. REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION
4. REVIEW OF DECISIONS OF CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL RELATED TO THE COMMISSION
5. STATUS OF WORLD WEATHER WATCH IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION
6. WORLD WEATHER WATCH PROGRAMME AND SUPPORT FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING THE REPORTS BY THE CHAIRS OF THE OPEN PROGRAMME AREA GROUPS
6.1 Integrated Observing Systems (IOS)

6.2 Information Systems and Services (ISS)

6.3 Data Processing and Forecasting System (DPFS), including Emergency Response Activities

6.4 Operational Information Service (OIS)

6.5 System support activities, including technical cooperation
7. WMO SPACE PROGRAMME
8. PUBLIC WEATHER SERVICES, INCLUDING THE REPORT BY THE CHAIR OF THE OPEN PROGRAMME AREA GROUP
9. WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM 
10. WMO INTEGRATED GLOBAL OBSERVING SYSTEM 
11. OTHER CROSS-CUTTING ACTIVITIES
11.1 Group on Earth Observations

11.2 Disaster Prevention and Mitigation

11.3 Quality Management Framework

11.4 THORPEX

11.5 IPY
12. CBS PROGRAMME AND PLANNING
12.1 Long-Term Planning Relevant to the Commission

12.2 Future Work Programme

12.3 Review of Previous Resolutions and Recommendations of the Commission and Relevant Resolutions of the Executive Council 

12.4 Date and Place of the Extraordinary Session 2010
13. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
14. OTHER BUSINESS
15. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
____________






