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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document reports on the findings and recommendations of the 5th session of the ICG-WIS.




ACTION PROPOSED


Note the progress of the implementation of WIS and that the CBS Management Group

act on the recommendations within the report.

WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM

1. The fifth session of the ICG-WIS was held at INMET Brasilia, Brazil over 14 to 17 July 2008. Taking into consideration guidance from WMO Congress, WMO Executive Council and relevant EC Working Groups, the meeting reviewed the present status and recommendations of the WIS expert teams and participants.

2. The WIS Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) was reviewed, including a recommendation from the Expert Team on WIS Centres (ET-WISC) for the formation of a CBS expert team to regularly review user requirements and to advise CBS on the alignment and development of WIS in technology and services with user requirements. To this end the ICG-WIS suggests that forming such a group would best be done after the identification of key WIS centres, such as DCPCs and GISCs, as the relevant members are likely to be drawn from these centres. In the interim it is recommended that the RRR continue to be developed and maintained as a matter of priority by the Project Manager of WIS (PMWIS). 
3. The meeting reviewed the “WIS Project and Implementation Plan” (WPIP), the “WIS Functional Architecture”, and the “WIS Compliance Specifications for GISC, DCPC and NC” prepared by the WIS Project Office (WISPO) for the ET-WISC. All documents were endorsed with only minor modifications. ICG-WIS complimented the WIS Project Office (WISPO) on its contributions and highlighted that the formation of the WISPO had been something that had needed to be done and that this progress was proof of that need. These documents were reviewed by the ICT-ISS and will be submitted to CBS XIV for endorsement, on the understanding they will continue to be developed further.
4. ICG-WIS reviewed an outline of the “Guidelines on WIS” and noted that the ICG-WIS has the lead responsibility for the timely preparation of the Guidelines on WIS and subsequent Manual on WIS. To this end Mr. Fredrick Branski (USA) was appointed as the ICG-WIS Coordinator and Lead Editor for the Guidelines on WIS. The development of Guidelines on WIS and a Manual on WIS will need to be done as a matter of priority and, as advised by Cg XV, will need to coordinate with related work in WIGOS. The final endorsement of the Guidelines and Manuals remain a CBS responsibility.
5. The Expert Team on GTS-WIS Communication Techniques and Structure (ET-CTS) report revealed excellent progress and included recommendations for a WIS communication topology. ICG-WIS supports the establishment of a series of Area Meteorological Data Communication Networks (AMDCN) for each GISC area preferably modelled on the experience of RA VI RMDCN and taking into account relevant technologies available. The ICG-WIS also endorses that GISCs primary connection between each other be based on the RA VI RMDCN and that GISCs could make use of the internet for backup communications and in the synchronisation of metadata across GISCs. ICG-WIS proposes that with the AMDCN being based on GISC representation areas, that GISCs take a lead role in the management of the network within their area. This will be a new requirement of GISCs, reviewed by ICT-ISS and submitted to CBS for its endorsement. 

6. The Inter-Program Expert Team on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI) has provided timelines for the implementation of ISO19115, highlighting the WMO profile has been simplified to remove the extensions originally proposed for version 1.0. Priority within the IPET-MI is now to be given to developing the documentation of the WMO profile, along with guidelines and training material. These will be used for the initial implementation of WIS while IPET-MI participants continue to work with ISO Technical Committee 211 to improve the basic standard as well as refine future versions of the WMO profile. The expected release of version 2 of WMO Profile of ISO19115 and associated best practice guide is February 2011.

7. ICG-WIS continues to review activities of participants and of the WIS Pilot Projects. It is pleased to report that progress is being made. It also notes the evidence of collaboration and the willingness of the teams involved in the pilot projects to share their work and experience with centres wanting to participate in WIS.

8. In light of the requirement of EC for a list of candidate DCPCs and GISCs, the 5th Session of the ICG-WIS formed a subgroup chaired by Mr. Al Kellie (NCAR) to collect and assess (validate) the initial offers from Members and Technical Commissions in time for consideration by CBS XIV (March 2009).  ICG-WIS also proposes the CBS Management Group form a CBS sub-group to guide and manage the CBS assessment of demonstrated capabilities of candidate centres. The proposed membership of the sub-group are: Mr. Matteo Dell’Acqua (MF - chair), Mr. Hiroyuki Ichijo (JMA), Dr. Okki Lee (KMA), Ms. Li Xiang (CMA), Mr. Ian Senior (BoM), Dr. Siegfried Fechner (DWD), Mr. Raoult Baudoin (ECMWF) and Dr. Don Middleton (NCAR).  This team will be an ad hoc expert team at least until CBS XIV. Subject to the outcomes of CBS-MG meeting, this team may need to meet in January 2009 just prior to the next ICG-WIS.
9. The next meeting of the ICG-WIS will be in Geneva 21-23 January 2009. The meeting will focus on the WIS centre identification in preparation for CBS XIV.
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