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Explanatory Memorandum to the provisional agenda
1.
OPENING 

The CBS Expert Meeting on the Review of the Manual of the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) will be opened by its Chairperson, who is also the Chairperson of the CBS OPAG on Data processing and Forecasting Systems (DPFS), Mr Bernard Strauss, at 09.00 hours on Wednesday, 28 April 2010, at the WMO Headquarters, in Geneva, Switzerland.  It is expected that the opening will be addressed by the Secretary-General, Mr Michel Jarraud, or his representative.

2.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

2.1
Adoption of the agenda

The Chairperson will invite the meeting to consider the provisional agenda, with the view to its adoption.

2.2
Working arrangements

The meeting will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including the working hours and any other practical session arrangements.  The documentation for the meeting and the meeting itself will be in English only.  A Documentation Plan (INF. 1) has been developed to assist participants to prepare for the meeting, which has been posted on the WMO web site at:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html 

linked to the banner for the meeting.  Participants are encouraged to prepare and submit documented inputs in advance of the meeting so that they can be made accessible to all participants at the above-mentioned Web site.

3.
INTRODUCTION TO THE REVIEW

The meeting will be provided background information related to this review of the Manual on the GDPFS, which was requested by the Commission for Basic Systems at its fourteenth session (CBS-XIV, 2009).  The participants will be briefed on the importance of the Manual on the GDPFS as part of the rules and regulations that are to be observed and put into practice by the WMO Members.  
4.
EVOLUTION OF THE GDPFS 
The meeting will discuss the future evolution of the GDPFS, as the weather forecasting part of WMO’s Basic Systems.  The GDPFS includes the Members’ production function for weather forecasts and warnings, as well as specialized production activities, both of which depend heavily on numerical weather prediction (NWP) systems.  In this context, the meeting will be briefed on the developments in the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) and in the WMO Information System (WIS), and experiences of the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP).  
5.
PROPOSAL FOR A NEW MANUAL
The meeting will consider a basic proposal for a new structure for the Manual on the GDPFS.  As well, the meeting will consider suitable methods, using modern technologies, to ensure that a revised Manual is easily maintained.  The meeting will also discuss other aspects in the review of the Manual, as requested by CBS-XIV (2009).  

6.
CONCLUSION

The meeting will develop its conclusions and recommendations as appropriate.  
7.
CLOSING

The Expert Meeting is anticipated to close at 17:00 on Friday, 30 April 2010.
