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INTRODUCTION TO THE REVIEW 
Purpose and Status of the Manual on the GDPFS
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document lists extracts from the Manual on GDPFS to recall the importance of the Manual as rules and regulations to be observed and put into practice by WMO Members. 
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the contents of this document to serve as the overarching context of WMO rules and regulations in relation to the Manual on the GDPFS, for carrying out the review.  
Reference:
- WMO Manual on the GDPFS, WMO-No 485, Introduction. 

- Convention of the World Meteorological Organization, WMO-No. 15.

- General Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization, WMO-No. 15. 

“Every day, National Meteorological and Hydrological Services are working around the clock, all year round, to protect and provide vital information, to improve the quality of life of all people. Their early and reliable warnings of the occurrence of severe weather, air quality and climate events allow decision-makers, communities and individuals to be better prepared.  They help save life and property, protect resources and the environment and support socio-economic growth.

Weather, climate and water greatly affect every aspect of our daily life and socio-economic development.  They affect food and water resources and shape a society and its ability to grow in a sustainable way. Accurate observations and predictions and the free and timely exchange of reliable information about weather, climate and water, therefore, are of vital importance.

WMO is committed to ensuring that all nations are able to take full advantage of weather, climate and water information and products for their sustainable development and the safety and well-being of their people.”

Statement by Michel Jarraud, Secretary-General of WMO
 WMO at a glance – Communications and Public Affairs Office - 2009

WMO acts as a facilitator and catalyst in improving our understanding of weather,

The meeting is invited to recall the purpose and status of the WMO Manual on the GDPFS.  Below, are extracts of relevant information from the Manual itself, the WMO General Regulations, and the WMO Convention.  
1.
Manual on the GDPFS

The following is extracted from the Manual’s Introduction.   

PURPOSE

1. The Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System is issued in accordance with a decision of Seventh Congress.

2. This Manual is designed:

(a) To facilitate cooperation in data-processing and forecasting among Members;

(b) To specify obligations of Members in the implementation of the World Weather Watch (WWW) Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS);

(c) To ensure adequate uniformity and standardization in the practices and procedures employed in achieving (a) and (b) above.

3. The Manual consists of Volumes I and II, which deal with global and regional aspects, respectively. Volume I of the Manual consists of Part I (Organization and functions of the GDPFS), Part II (Data-processing and forecasting aspects) and Part III (Data management aspects), which contain regulatory material for the global aspects of the WWW Global Data-processing and Forecasting System. The regulatory material stems from recommendations of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) as well as from decisions taken by Congress and the Executive Council.

4. Volume I of the Manual – Global aspects – forms part of the Technical Regulations and is referred to as Annex IV to the Technical Regulations.

TYPES OF REGULATIONS

5. Volume I of the Manual contains both standard practices and procedures and recommended practices and procedures. The definitions of these two types in the Manual are as follows:

The standard practices and procedures:

(a) Shall be the practices and procedures which it is necessary that Members follow or implement; and therefore

(b) Shall have the status of requirements in a technical resolution in respect of which Article 9 (b) of the Convention is applicable; and

(c) Shall invariably be distinguished by the use of the term “shall” in the English text, and by suitable equivalent terms in the French, Russian and Spanish texts.

The recommended practices and procedures:

(a) Shall be the practices and procedures which it is desirable that Members follow or implement; and therefore

(b) Shall have the status of recommendations to Members to which Article 9 (b) of the Convention shall not be applied; and

(c) Shall be distinguished by the use of the term “should” in the English text (except where specifically otherwise provided by decision of Congress) and by suitable equivalent terms in the French, Russian and Spanish texts.

6. In accordance with the above definitions, Members shall do their utmost to implement the standard practices and procedures. In accordance with Article 9 (b) of the Convention and in conformity with the provisions of Regulation 127 of the General Regulations, Members shall formally notify the Secretary-General, in writing, of their intention to apply the standard practices and procedures of the Manual, except those for which they have lodged a specific deviation. Members shall also inform the Secretary-General, at least three months in advance, of any change in the degree of their implementation of a standard practice or procedure as previously notified and of the effective date of the change.

7. With regard to the recommended practices and procedures, Members are urged to comply with these, but it is not necessary to notify the Secretary-General of non-observance.

8. In order to clarify the status of the various regulatory material, the standard practices and procedures are distinguished from the recommended practices and procedures by a difference in typographical practice as indicated in the editorial note.
NOTES AND ATTACHMENTS

9. Certain notes are included in the Manual for explanatory purposes. They do not have the status of the annexes to the Technical Regulations.

10. A number of detailed guidelines, specifications and formats of data-processing practices and procedures are included in the Manual. Taking into account the rapid development of data-processing and forecasting techniques and the increasing requirements of WWW and other WMO programmes, these guidelines etc. are given in “attachments” to the Manual and do not have the status of the annexes to the Technical Regulations. This will enable the Commission for Basic Systems to update them as necessary.

11. Volume II of the Manual – Regional aspects – does not form part of the Technical Regulations.

12. The words “shall” and “should” in the attachments and in Volume II have their dictionary meanings and do not have the regulatory character mentioned in paragraph 5 above.

13. In this Manual, the term “forecast” is used throughout to indicate a meteorological prediction in word or chart form. This is in accordance with the wording used in the amendments to the Technical Regulations adopted by the extraordinary session (1976) of CBS and approved by the Executive Committee* (paragraph 3.1.1.6 of the Abridged Final Report, EC-XXIX). However, it is recognized that the term “prognosis” is used interchangeably with “forecast” in some parts of the Technical Regulations.

* By its Resolution 42 (Cg-IX), Ninth Congress (1983) changed the name of the Executive Committee to Executive Council.
2. 
Convention of the World Meteorological Organization
The following is extracted from Article 9 (Execution of Congress decisions) of the Convention.   

Article 9 (b):

(b) If, however, any Member finds it impracticable to give effect to some requirement in a technical resolution adopted by Congress, such Member shall inform the Secretary-General of the Organization whether its inability to give effect to it is provisional or final, and state its reasons therefor.
3.
General Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization 
The following is extracted from the Regulation 127 which is among those under the heading of “Implementation of decisions”.  
REGULATION 127

A Member which is unable to give effect to a requirement in a technical resolution which has been adopted by Congress, or by the Executive Council on behalf of Congress, and to which the provisions of Article 9 (b) of the Convention and of these Regulations have been specifically stated to apply, shall so inform the Secretary-General in writing within a period of 90 days after the notification of the decision by the latter. The Member concerned must indicate, in its communication to the Secretary-General, whether its inability to give effect to the resolution is provisional or final and state its reasons therefor.

Members shall specifically notify the Secretary-General in writing of their intention to apply the “standard practices” of the Technical Regulations except for those for which they lodge specific deviations. Members shall also inform the Secretary-General, at least three months in advance, of any change in the degree of their implementation of a “standard practice” as previously notified and of the effective date of the change. 
