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REPORT ON THE OUTCOMES OF CBS-EXT.(10) RELATED TO VERY SHORT-RANGE FORECASTING (VSRF)

(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information related to CBS activities on very short-range forecasting, including statements adopted by CBS-Ext.(10) (November 2010).
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items.
Appendix: – Excerpt of the CBS-Ext.(10)/APP_WP 4.4(1) on very short-range forecasting, available at: 

              ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/SESSIONS/CBS-Ext(10)/English/Approved_tracked-changes/
EXCERPT OF THE CBS-EXT.(10)/APP_WP 4.4(1) ON VERY SHORT-RANGE FORECASTING
[…]

4.4.11
The Commission noted that, among the main challenges for the SWFDP, is the need for very short-range forecasting (including the first 12 hours) tools, especially to address the rapid onset of localized severe thunderstorms that produce heavy precipitation and strong winds, in the absence of adequate real-time observational networks, especially without weather radar coverage. It encouraged continued coordination between the SG-SWFDP and the CBS Expert Team on Satellite Utilization and Products (ET-SUP), to explore collaboration related to training, satellite information (data and products) and dissemination mechanisms to support the SWFDP. The Commission also agreed that WMO would provide input to the annual meeting of the Coordination Group on Meteorological Satellites, in relation to SWFDP developments, suggesting possible collaboration on improved uptake by forecasting centres of satellite products and on satellite dissemination of SWFDP-needed products. 

[…]

Very Short-range Forecasting 

4.4.20
The Commission recalled that a suitable blending of the use of real-time observational data sets and nowcasting methods, with high-resolution NWP outputs is possible to address this forecasting range (the first 12 hours), and agreed that the table of possible blending approaches (WMO-No. 1040), should be further developed or applied, for example in relation to SWFDP projects where clear requirements have been identified, for example in guidance to flash flood forecasting.  

[…]
