Expert Team on Extended- and Long-range Forecasting, Terms of reference

(a) On the basis of stated requirements for LRF products and their improvements, review input from the Global Producing Centres (GPCs) to Regional Climate Centres (RCCs) and NMHSs, develop proposals for recognition of new GPCs, and concerning the development and implementation of appropriate operational infrastructure for the production, access, dissemination, and exchange of LRF including multi-model ensembles products; 

(b) Develop procedures for the exchange of LRF products between GPCs, in particular define special role for some GPCs, especially for multi-model ensemble LRF, including the definition of new standard products and formats, model output, forecast skill, etc., and defining terms and conditions for exchange;

(c) Develop new interpretation guidance to facilitate the use of extended- and long-range anomaly forecasts, with a view to contributing to the Guide on the GDPFS;

(d) In collaboration with CCl, develop the minimum set of functions and services required of RCCs in order to support the RCCs official designation and inclusion in the Manual on the GDPFS (Volume I);
(e) Report on production, access, dissemination and exchange and provide recommendations for future consideration and adoption by CAS, CCl, CBS and other appropriate bodies;  

(f) Coordinate the provision of extended- and long-range forecast verification scores and related information from GPCs for use by NMHSs and RCCs; 

(g) Encourage and monitor feedback from NMHSs and RCCs to GPCs on the usefulness of verification information provided under the scheme;

(h) Contribute to the further development of the role of the Lead Centre on Verification and of the Web site including the development and provision of relevant software and data sets; 

(i) In consultation with the Coordination Group on Forecast Verification, recommend updates to operational practices to be followed in computation of verification statistics and the information useful to attach to extended and long-range forecast products in the light of the experience and progress in research on verification activities;

(j)
In consultation with CAS (CLIVAR/Working Group on Seasonal to Interannual Prediction) and CCl, propose recommendations for improvements of the SVSLRF including for developing areas such as multi-model ensembles. 

