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ENGLISH ONLY


GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR CLIMATE SERVICES (GFCS)

Review of recent activities on the GFCS development, including discussions on potential implications for the GDPFS
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document informs the meeting on the recent activities as follow-up to WCC-3, in the development of GFCS, including the establishment of the High-Level Taskforce (HLT) on GFCS and its ongoing work.
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to discuss the various aspects related to the GFCS, particularly those concerning the GPCs and their linkages with the other components of the Climate Services Information System (CSIS), and identify potential implications for the GDPFS.  The meeting is invited to recommend on specific actions to highlight the potential contributions of GPCs to the GFCS in particular and the GDPFS in general.

4.1
Review of recent activities on the GFCS development, including discussions on potential implications for the GDPFS
4.1.1
World Climate Conference-3 (WCC-3) was organized by WMO in Geneva, Switzerland, from 31 August to 4 September 2009, in collaboration with other UN agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental partners. The Conference was generously supported by several governments and international agencies. Some 2,500 participants from more than150 countries, 13 Heads of State and Government, 81 Ministers, 34 United Nations organizations and 36 other international organizations attended the Conference. The theme of the Conference was ‘Climate Prediction and Information for Decision Making’ and its vision was to develop “An international framework for climate services that links science-based climate predictions and information with the management of climate-related risks and opportunities in support of adaptation to climate variability and change in both developed and developing countries”.

4.1.2
The Expert Segment of the Conference, including some 200 speakers and 1,800 participants, reviewed a wide range of individual and community-based papers and presentations from climate science, service, application and user communities as well as the results of deliberations by a number of other major climate service stake-holder groups, in a series of sessions, forums, workshops and round-tables. Development, provision and uptake of climate services, and requirements for climate services were discussed under the following themes:

(i) The shared challenge for climate science, services and applications;

(ii) User needs and applications;

(iii) The scientific basis for climate services;

(iv) Adaptation to climate variability and change;

(v) Societal perspectives on climate services;

(vi) Implementing climate services; and

(vii) Exploiting new developments in climate science and services.

The full set of conclusions and recommendations of the Expert Segment of the Conference are described in the Conference Statement, which can be found at http://www.wmo.int/wcc3/documents/WCC-3_Statement_07-09-09_mods.pdf
4.1.3
Heads of State and Government and other invited dignitaries, along with ministers and other national representatives, adopted a Conference Declaration (http://www.wmo.int/wcc3/declaration_en.php), which decided to establish a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) to strengthen the production, availability, delivery and application of science-based climate prediction and services; requested the Secretary-General of WMO to convene an intergovernmental meeting of Member States of the WMO to approve the terms of reference and to endorse the composition of a task force of high-level, independent advisors for implementing the GFCS; decided further that the report of the task force shall be circulated by the Secretary-General of WMO to Member States of the WMO for consideration at the next WMO Congress in 2011, with a view to the adoption of GFCS and a plan for its implementation; and invited the Secretary-General of WMO to provide the report to relevant organizations and to the UN Secretary-General.

4.1.4
WMO organized the Inter-Governmental Meeting (IGM) for the High-Level Taskforce (HLT) on GFCS at Geneva from 11 to 12 January 2010 to approve the terms of reference (ToRs) and to endorse the composition of the HLT on GFCS. The IGM reviewed and endorsed the ToRs (http://www.wmo.int/hlt-gfcs/documents/HLT_TOR.pdf) of the HLT and its composition (http://www.wmo.int/hlt-gfcs/membershipBios_en.html). 
4.1.5
In accordance with the request made by EC-LXI (June 2009), WMO Secretary-General initiated steps to prepare a draft Position Paper articulating how WMO Programmes should become core elements of the GFCS, especially through the unique capabilities and capacities of the NMHSs, and to actively promote these contributions as elements of the proposed GFCS. Based on the Brief Note annexed to the WCC-3 Conference Declaration and the Conference Statement, a first draft of this Position Paper was prepared, which was reviewed at the extraordinary session of the Executive Council Working Group on Climate and Related Weather, Water and Environmental Matters (ECWG-CWE, Geneva, 21-23 October 2009).  On the basis of advice from the ECWG-CWE the Position Paper was revised, structured along the five components of the GFCS: (i) Observations; (ii) Climate research, modelling and prediction; (iii) a Climate services information system (CSIS); (iv) a Climate user interface programme (CUIP); and (v) Capacity building.  EC-LXII (June 2010) agreed that the contribution of relevant programmes and activities of WMO have been adequately reflected in the Position Paper, ensuring a strong role for them in supporting the various components of GFCS and endorsed the finalization of the Position Paper, which can be found at: 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/gfcs/documents/GFCS_Position_Paper_DRAFT_REV_1_en_1.pdf.
4.1.6
EC-LXII (June 2010) agreed that WMO would be required to take steps to prepare the Organization, including its Technical Commissions, Programmes and co-sponsored Programmes, to meet the requirements of the GFCS, in terms of its implementation and effective, sustained operation, and that these efforts would require internal oversight and coordination. Pending the outcomes of the HLT recommendations and its consideration by Cg-XVI, EC-LXII decided to charge the ECWG-CWE and the Presidents of Technical Commissions (PTC), as a provisional mechanism, to provide oversight of GFCS support activities, and to review this mechanism once the decisions of Cg-XVI on the report of the HLT on GFCS are taken. 

4.1.7
The HLT on GFCS has so far met twice. On the first occasion it decided, inter alia, to prepare a report in three Parts, which when completed, would develop the costed options and strategies for implementing the GFCS that would be submitted to Cg-XVI for decision and to the UN Secretary-General for follow-up, as appropriate, within the UN system. At its second meeting, the HLT reviewed a draft of Part I of its report that describes the current capability of the components that are expected to comprise the GFCS.  Work has now commenced on Part II (unmet user needs and gaps in current capabilities) and Part III (a costed plan for implementation with options for key components).  Detailed information on the HLT functioning is available at http://www.wmo.int/hlt-gfcs/index_en.html. 
4.1.8
WMO Commission for Climatology (CCl), at its fifteenth session (Antalya, Turkey, 19‑24 February 2010), had adopted a new structure, and developed a work plan that addresses key priorities of GFCS.  This includes more specific focus on joint CCl-CBS activities to contribute to CSIS requirements, particularly in terms of GPCs and RCCs.
4.1.9
The Position Paper adequately highlights the role of GPCs in GFCS, as a key building block of the CSIS component.  Noting the operational nature of the GPCs, they are expected to play a major role in providing global climate predictions from seasonal to longer time-scales.  Therefore, a major implication will be the increased responsibility for some GPCs to provide global climate predictions for time-scales longer than seasonal. Term of Reference for GPCs with such responsibilities will need to be developed and therefore, there will be a call for nominations. This will require amendments to the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485).  Additionally, there will be a need for developing guidance material for the introduction of GPC products within the RCC and the proposed NMHS activities operational climate prediction.
