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PROMOTION AND OUTREACH OF GPCS
Review of progress in the introduction of GPC products into the Regional Climate Centre (RCC), Regional Climate Outlook Forum (RCOF) and NMHS activities for operational climate prediction
Approaches to ensure improved access to, and utilization by NMHSs, of GPC products
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document discusses ways to improve the uptake of GPC products by Regional Climate Centres, Regional Climate Outlook Forums and NMHSs.
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to discuss the various aspects discussed in the document and recommend on specific actions to improve the uptake of GPC products by Regional Climate Centres, Regional Climate Outlook Forums and NMHSs.
8.
PROMOTION AND OUTREACH OF GPCs
8.1 Progress in the introduction of GPC products into RCC, RCOF and NMHS activities for operational climate prediction
8.1.1
Some general conclusions on the topic can be drawn implicitly from the survey on the use of GPC products (cf. Doc 5.2), even if it cannot be considered ‘representative’ (especially for NMHSs). It seems that institutions with GPC status themselves are using GPC products more widely than institutions without GPC status. It is obvious that an adequate knowledge of, and experience with, GPC products as well as recognition of their potential value are key for their widespread uptake and application. Internet connectivity to access GPC products and the availability of digital data on the predictions and hindcasts as well as appropriate downscaling tools to tailor the GPC products for regional and national use are further critical factors. 

8.1.2
The survey furthermore implies that institutions build on existing (historic) collaboration with single GPCs rather than exploiting exhaustively the full suite of GPC services available worldwide.

8.1.3
RCOFs provide excellent platforms to present and collaboratively interpret GPC products, as already being demonstrated in some of the RCOF sessions.  It is therefore important to assign high priority to the provision of as much GPC products as appropriate to regular RCOF sessions, preferably guided by the concerned GPC resource persons and/or experts.  This can also raise the visibility of GPC products among the NMHS participants of the RCOFs, which can have a cascading impact on the use of GPC products at the national level.
8.1.4
The current situation has been recognized by EC-LXI (June 2009) which urged Members to avail themselves of the products of the network of GPCs and Lead Centres, and urged CCl and CBS  to promote and guide the uptake of GPC products within RCCs, Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs) and NMHSs. These aspects were also re-emphasized by EC-LXII (June, 2010).

8.2 Approaches to ensure improved access to, and utilization by RCCs, RCOFs and NMHSs, of GPC products

8.2.1
There are several options to ensure an improved access to, and utilization of, GPC products:

· Promoting the network of GPCs and associated lead centres by a related WMO flyer;
· Providing a convenient Web entry point to the network of GPCs, possibly through a gateway on the WMO web pages;
· Standardizing the GPCs Web pages for GPC-related services, at least for the core suite of most commonly used products such as temperature and precipitation predictions;
· Elaborating short, simple and crisp PowerPoint presentation materials describing the aspects of GPC products relevant to RCOFs, RCCs and NMSs  for use in RCC, RCOF and NMS/NCC-related meetings;
· Providing methodology descriptions and user manuals for all GPC products;
· Providing easy access to digital forecast and hindcast data (password protected if needed) including web-based user-interfaces for subsetting and visualization, and dissemination of such access details to all the NMSs;
· Creating an e-forum consisting of GPC, RCC, RCOF and NMS focal points for discussion of issues related to the utilization of GPC products;
· Providing training on GPC product characteristics and GPC product applications;
· Promoting the development of application tools for GPC products, such as downscaling tools etc;
· Working towards a standardised set of core GPC products compatible with RCC, RCOF and NCC standard products to create a consistent information flow from the global level to the national level through the regional level. 

