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REVIEW OF WMO (CBS/CCl) DECISIONS AND OTHER INITIATIVES RELATING TO ET-ELRF TERMS OF REFERENCE, INCLUDING NEW APPLICATIONS FOR GPC STATUS 
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information related and/or relevant to the SWFDP, including statements adopted by CBS-Ext.(10) and Cg-XVI.
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items. 

References:
-     Report of CBS-Ext.(10) available at ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/mainweb/meetings/cbodies/governance/tc_reports/english/pdf/1070_en.pdf  
· Report of Cg-XVI available at ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/mainweb/meetings/cbodies/governance/congress_reports/english/pdf/1077_en.pdf  
EXCERPT OF THE CBS-EXT.(10) REPORT ON ELRF
[…]

Extended and Long-range Forecasting  

4.4.12
The Commission recalled its request regarding the review of compliance of Global Producing Centres (GPC) of Long-Range Forecasts  against the designation criteria, and noted that all 12 GPCs were providing forecast products and verification information.  While it was concerned that some GPCs were not fully compliant with the designation criteria, the Commission requested the ET-ELRF to review the list of mandatory criteria to make sure that they properly and realistically address the most essential aspects of GPC functions, including recalling that EC-LXII had urged all GPCs to make their hindcasts available to users. 
4.4.13
The Commission noted that the ET-ELRF had been contributing to a number of activities that support the foundation of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), including: the role of GPCs and associated Lead Centres (LCs) in the Climate Services Information System (CSIS) component of the GFCS; the designation of Regional Climate Centres (RCCs) as part of the GDPFS; the formation of a joint CCl-CBS expert team on RCCs; and the use of GPCs’ and LCs’ products in preparation of regional consensus forecasts at RCOFs.  The Commission noted that the ET-ELRF had reviewed the description and role of GPCs in the WMO draft Position Paper, and requested their comments and suggestions be conveyed to the drafting team for GFCS.  
4.4.14
The Commission noted that the proposed WMO Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU) would summarize the current status (monitoring) and the expected future behaviour (prediction) of major general circulation features and large-scale oceanic anomalies around the globe (e.g., ENSO, North Atlantic Oscillation, Indian Ocean Dipole, etc.) and discuss likely impacts on continental-scale temperature and precipitation patterns.  The Commission welcomed this initiative and noted that further developed GPC and LC products would help to assist the preparation of GSCUs, including: new LC-LRFMME probability products, verification of LC-LRFMME multi-model products and possible centralized calculation of verification scores for individual GPC products.  The Commission therefore urged the GPCs and LCs to review the feasibility of, and make progress in these developments.  
4.4.15
The Commission noted that RCCs were being encouraged to make use of the set of verification scores of the Standardized Verification Scores of Long-Range Forecasts (SVSLRF), and concluded that the Manual on the GDPFS, Part II, Attachment II.8, required some revision since it currently addressed only requirements on GPCs. In addition, it agreed that Level 3 verification scores should no longer be mandatory for GPCs as such scores are more meaningful when generated at regional level.  In this regard, the Commission recommended an amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS, Attachment II.8 on these and LRF-related matters, as found in Annex 1 to Draft Recommendation 4.4/1 (CBS-Ext.(10)).  
4.4.16
The Commission noted that, in the context of the GFCS, some GPCs would be expected to play an important role in providing global climate predictions from seasonal to longer time-scales.  It noted with appreciation that GPC Exeter is prepared to contribute at this stage by coordinating international collaboration in, and reviewing research on decadal prediction, to report back to CBS (via DPFS) on the potential for multi-annual prediction, in coordination with CCl.  The Commission agreed, in response to the request of EC-LXII, to an additional item in the Terms of Reference for the ET-ELRF in this regard, as follows: 

“Review research on initialized predictions for timescales longer than seasonal and report on potential for operational predictions to CBS and CCl.”  
[…]

EXCERPT OF THE Cg-XVI REPORT ON ELRF
[…]

Extended- and Long-range forecasting

3.1.3.16
Congress noted CBS and CCl collaborated in the designation of Global Producing Centres (GPC) and Lead Centres (LCs for verification, and for multi-model ensemble) for Long-range Forecasts, and of Regional Climate Centres (RCC), and urged these Commissions to continue the development of the WMO climate services network, including the expansion of the RCCs and RCC-Networks in close coordination with the GPCs and the regional associations.  

3.1.3.17
Congress requested GPCs and associated LCs to play a key role in development of the Climate Services Information System (CSIS) component of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), including assisting in the preparation of WMO Global Seasonal Climate Updates (GSCU). Congress requested GPCs and associated LCs to help improve the capacity of NMHSs from developing countries and LDCs in long-term prediction and its application, through sharing products supported by technical training. 
3.1.3.18
Congress noted with appreciation that the twelve GPCs have been actively contributing seasonal forecast data to the LC-LRFMME, which has been jointly operated by KMA and NOAA/NCEP, and the LC-LRFMME products are in use at RCCs, RCOFs and NMHSs. Noting that a number of GPCs have been or are developing operational monthly forecasts systems, Congress requested the LC-LRFMME to explore the possibility of extending its role to include exchange of extended-range predictions. In this context, all GPCs were invited to also provide data from their monthly forecast systems so that the LC-LRFMME would be able to provide sub-seasonal forecast products through the LC-LRFMME web pages. Congress requested CBS, in collaboration with CCl, to develop a set of minimum forecast and verification products, data exchange protocols, and revised roles and functions of the LC-LRFMME, starting with the provision of hindcast and forecast surface data, aiming to extend this to other variables in due course.

3.1.3.19
Congress also envisioned that some GPCs could play an important role in providing global climate predictions from seasonal to longer time-scales, and therefore requested CBS, in coordination with CCl and the WCRP, to coordinate international collaboration in, and review research on initialized predictions for time scales longer than seasonal scales and evaluate the potential for operational predictions. Congress welcomed the offer by the UK Met Office Hadley Centre to continue the coordination of experimental decadal forecasts.
[…]

