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REVIEW OF WMO (CBS/CCl) DECISIONS AND OTHER INITIATIVES RELATING TO ET-ELRF TERMS OF REFERENCE, INCLUDING NEW APPLICATIONS FOR GPC STATUS 
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information related and/or relevant to the World Climate Programme (WCP), including statements adopted by the Commission for Climatology (CCl), World Meteorological Congress (Cg) and WMO Executive Council (EC) since the last meeting of ET-ELRF.
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items. 

References:
1. Report of the Fifteenth Session of the Commission for Climatology (CCl), 2010 (ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/mainweb/meetings/cbodies/governance/tc_reports/english/pdf/1054_en.pdf)  

2. Report of the Sixteenth Session of the World Meteorological Congress, 2011 (ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/mainweb/meetings/cbodies/governance/congress_reports/english/pdf/1077_en.pdf) 

3. Report of the Second Meeting of CCl Management Group, 2011 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/index_en.html)
Congress Decisions on CCl related Matters

3.1.2.1
The Sixteenth Session of the World Meteorological Congress (Cg-XVI) noted that the Commission for Climatology (CCl) at its fifteenth session in Antalya, Turkey, from 19 to 24 February 2010, had adopted a new structure, with a Management Group with four thematic Open Panels of CCl Experts (OPACEs) and developed a work plan that addresses key priorities of the GFCS, which are reflected within the relevant programmes and activities.  The four thematic areas are: (i) Climate Data Management, (ii) Climate Monitoring and Assessment, (iii) Climate Products and Services and their Delivery Mechanisms and (iv) Climate Information for Adaptation and Risk Management. 
3.1.2.2
Cg-XVI noted that CCl-XV had adopted a new Vision and Mission statement and recommended a revised set of Terms of Reference. The terms of reference of the Commission for Climatology adopted by Cg-XVI (Resolution 43) are:

(a) To advise and guide WMO climate activities relevant to the implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services;

(b) To assist Members in the gathering, management and sharing of climate data;

(c) To promote the analysis, monitoring, assessment and reporting of the climate system;

(d) To promote the development of climate products and services and, in conjunction with the Commission for Basic Systems, their delivery mechanisms;

(e) To promote the development of climate products, services and information to inform on adaptation and climate risk management, in collaboration with relevant institutions, and demonstrate the social and environmental benefits of such services;

(f) To assist Members, especially those from developing and least developed countries, to build their climate-related capacity to meet the needs of their stakeholders;

(g) To play an active role in WMO’s interactions with other United Nations and international agencies on climate-related matters.

3.1.2.3
Congress agreed that the implementation plan for future evolution of the Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) project should be focused on assimilating its activities into the emerging Climate Services Information System (CSIS) component of the GFCS, including the relevant linkages with the Climate User Interface Platform (CUIP) component.

3.1.2.4
Congress was pleased to note that CCl plans to develop guidance on standard approaches, tools, methods, consistency, common look-and-feel designs for products, etc., which would enhance the successful transition of CLIPS into the relevant components of the GFCS. Congress appreciated the establishment of a CCl Expert Group on Quality Management for Climatology which may facilitate these efforts as part of a CCl-wide Quality Management Framework. Congress urged Members to forge effective partnerships with climate-sensitive user sector agencies and other climate-focused organizations at a national scale and to continue to build and sustain CLIPS activities in close liaison with these partners as part of the implementation of the GFCS.
3.1.2.5
Congress noted the key roles the World Climate Programme (WCP) and CCl, along with other programmes and technical commissions, were expected to play in underpinning WMO’s contributions to the GFCS, essentially fostering the authenticity, reliability and consistency of climate information, products and services at global, regional and national scales and enhancement of climate knowledge of users in terms of readiness to use climate information for the benefit and wellbeing of society.

3.1.2.6
Congress noted that, at national levels, there exists considerable diversity in the way climate services are developed and provided. However, Congress emphasized the critical roles and responsibilities of NMHSs that are common to all national efforts in providing climate services. In this context, Congress encouraged NMHSs to consider and promote national mechanisms to coordinate their activities for basic climate data, diagnostics, climate system monitoring, and in many cases long-range forecasts (LRF) to help align the core products and services of GPCs and RCCs/RCC-Networks. Congress emphasized that in all these areas, the NMHSs would be the most likely source of authentic information, products and services, and as such, agreed that supporting their role in climate services under the GFCS would be a key priority for the WCP.
Climate Services Information System

3.1.2.7
Congress recognized the critical role of WMO in putting in place operational mechanisms for providing climate information, products and services and takes the prime responsibility in their implementation. Congress agreed that the NMHSs, the Regional Climate Centres (RCCs), WMO-designated Global Producing Centres of Long-Range Forecasts (GPCs) and other mechanisms dealing with basic climate data and climate system monitoring at the global level will form the basis for development, production and delivery of climate services, constituting the proposed Climate Services Information System (CSIS) of the GFCS. Congress emphasized that CSIS would be required to have close interaction with users of climate services and contribute to communications and feedback processes under the Climate Users Interface Platform (CUIP) component of GFCS. Taking into account the requirements for operational climate services around the world, WMO would play a major role in ensuring that the operational mechanisms needed for provision of climate information, products and services at different levels are put in place. Accordingly Congress adopted Resolution 3.5/2 (Cg-XVI) (Annex I) - Implementation of Climate Services Information System.
Regional Climate Centres (RCCs)

3.1.2.8
Congress reiterated the importance of RCCs as a key element of the CSIS/GFCS, and particularly in helping participating Member countries develop improved climate activities for provision of a wide range of climate information, and emphasized the need that RCCs be developed as centres of excellence, with adherence to standards and criteria that will ensure the highest quality products.

Research support for operational climate services

3.1.2.9
Congress appreciated the outcomes of the CCl-WCRP joint session during the Technical Conference (February 2010), and highlighted the need to sustain these linkages on a continuing basis to expedite the application of research advances in operational climate services and to ensure ongoing improvement to the GFCS operational practices and outcomes. Congress encouraged the development of a joint CCl-JSC/WCRP-CAS mechanism for operationalizing research advances and urged enhanced interaction between the WCRP CLIVAR regional panels and the RCCs and RCOFs.
Capacity Building
3.1.2.10
Congress was pleased to note that CCl is developing a comprehensive strategy on capacity building for improving delivery of climate services at the national level, and has established an Expert Team on Capacity Building Strategy for Climate Services. Congress suggested that the strategy should include, among others, the issues of institutional mandates, climate infrastructure evolution, human resource development, qualification and certification of climatologists, etc. Congress urged CCl to give priority to the development of the capacity building strategy and draw up an implementation plan to underpin the capacity building component of the GFCS.

3.1.2.11
Congress noted that several Members and international organizations had actively contributed to the training activities under the CLIPS project over the years. Congress agreed that in view of the expanding needs of GFCS the current components of the CLIPS Curriculum needed to be further developed into a set of complete, self-contained comprehensive modules that could be integrated into regular training activities at WMO RTCs, and urged Members and the concerned bodies to formulate a coordinated strategy to meet this need.
Revised structure of World Climate Programme (WCP)

3.1.2.12
The World Climate Programme (WCP), founded in 1979 following the first World Climate Conference, was composed of four key component programmes, namely the World Climate Data and Monitoring Programme (WCDMP), the World Climate Applications and Services Programme (WCASP) including the CLimate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) Project, the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), and the World Climate Impact Assessment and Response Strategies Programme (WCIRP), the latter being coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Ever since its inception, WCP played a key role in climate science, research and modelling, observation, management of climate data, monitoring and in applications and services. 
3.1.2.13
Congress agreed to the request of UNEP for the formal closure of WCIRP component of WCP, and authorized the Executive Council to assess UNEP’s request to replace WCIRP with PROVIA, duly considering its scope, governance structure, funding arrangements, priorities vis-à-vis its relation with GFCS, and take appropriate decision in this regard. 
3.1.2.14
In the light of the Cg-XVI decision on GFCS and to optimally support the implementation and operation of its various components, Congress considered the need for restructuring the WCP. It decided that the new WCP would include GCOS, WCRP and a new World Climate Services Programme (WCSP), merging the existing activities under WCDMP, WCASP and the CLIPS project as per Resolution 18 (Cg-XVI). 
CCl Management Group Decisions relevant to LRF

3.1.2.15  
CCl Management Group (MG), at its recent meeting in October 2011, noted that Cg-XVI adopted a resolution on the implementation of CSIS as part of the WCP, and decided that CSIS would be guided by the CCl.  The MG agreed that concerted efforts should be made to pursue a lead position for CCl in the technical committee or other substructure for CSIS component within the governance mechanism being developed for the GFCS.  Keeping in view the importance of the implementation of CSIS to CCl’s work for the current intersessional period and beyond, the MG decided to establish an Expert Team on CSIS (ET-CSIS).

3.1.2.16  
The MG noted that capacity building of NMHSs is a major requirement in the implementation of the GFCS.  In this regard, the MG recognized the need  to assess the current status of the NMHSs in their capabilities in providing climate services, to be used as a baseline and estimate the resource requirements to enhance their capabilities in a systematic manner.  The MG endorsed the proposal to organize a survey and self-assessment of the NMHSs under the auspices of OPACE III, and noted the draft template prepared for this purpose covering the wide range of climate related activities within the NMHSs.

3.1.2.17  
The MG appreciated that OPACE III has been actively supporting the conduct of Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs) around the world, and also the efforts to promote RCOFs to cover new regions in need.  The MG endorsed OPACE III plans to continue its efforts to improve the operational practices within the RCOFs by building on the outcomes of RCOF Review 2008 and developing guidance on best practices within RCOFs including, inter alia, national inputs to RCOFs as well as  communication aspects.

3.1.2.18  
The MG noted with satisfaction that OPACE III has been pursuing close links with the research community, keeping in view the need for strong research-operations linkages in all the delivery mechanisms for climate products and services.  The MG endorsed  CCl representation by Mr Jean-Pierre Céron within the Planning Group for a new WWRP/THORPEX/WCRP Sub-seasonal to Seasonal Prediction Project, and also his serving as a CCl focal point for the Research Chapter under coordination by WCRP for the draft implementation plan being developed for GFCS.  The MG requested Mr Céron to address the aspects relevant to all the OPACEs in this regard.

3.1.2.19  
The MG noted that at least four technical bodies of WMO are addressing different aspects of seasonal prediction: CCl, CBS, CAS and WCRP.  The MG recognized the need to coordinate these efforts, to ensure consistency and complementarity in the establishment of operational seasonal prediction capabilities at all levels in the CSIS.  The MG decided that the President would formally write to the CBS, CAS and WCRP proposing a Joint CCl/CBS/CAS/WCRP Working Group on Seasonal Prediction.
3.1.2.20
The MG endorsed the implementation strategy for the Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU), and decided to continue its Task Team on GSCU to guide the implementation of the trial phase of GSCU proposed to be hosted by the WMO LC-LRFMME.

Annex I

Resolution 17 (Cg-XVI)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLIMATE SERVICES INFORMATION SYSTEM

THE CONGRESS,

Noting:

(1) Resolution 13 (Cg-XV) – World Climate Applications and Services Programme, including the CLIPS project,

(2) Resolution 8 (Cg-XIII) – Climate Information and Prediction Services project,

(3) Resolution 4 (CCl-XV) – Further evolution of the Climate Information and Prediction Services project,

(4) The Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Sixty-first Session of the ExecutiveCouncil (WMO-No. 1042),

(5) The Abridged Final Report with Resolutions and Recommendations of the Fourteenth Session of the Commission for Basic Systems (WMO-No. 1040),

(6) The Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (WMO-No. 485),

(7) The Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Twelfth World Meteorological Congress (WMO-No. 827),

Recognizing:

(1) The progress made in the Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) project since its establishment by Twelfth Congress in 1995 and the establishment of Regional Climate Centres (RCCs) and the expansion of Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs),
(2) That many of the CLIPS concepts have been adequately reflected in the development of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS),

(3) The critical role of WMO in establishing the Climate Services Information System (CSIS) component of the GFCS and thereby putting in place operational mechanisms to provide climate information, products and services at different levels,
(4) The need for strengthening capacities at the national level to deliver climate information and prediction products to users, and to enable mainstreaming of this information and knowledge into decision-making,

(5) The need for a systematic, regular and reliable flow of climate-related information and predictions from global to regional and national scales, for the eventual benefit of the research community, decision-makers in all climate-susceptible sectors, and governments,

(6) The interest and contributions of partnering agencies, including those within the United Nations system, with regard to this operational climate capability, in addition to the contributions by WMO to the climate knowledge base and expertise in provision of information related to the management of disaster risks,

(7) The role of the WMO Information System (WIS) and the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) as the operational infrastructure underpinning the structure of CSIS,

Decides:

(1) To establish a Climate Services Information System with global, regional and national entities providing operational climate information, including data, monitoring and prediction products within the GFCS;
(2) To endorse the proposal made by the Commission for Climatology at its fifteenth session to effect the incorporation of CLIPS activities into the GFCS, and to conclude CLIPS as a project by 2015 at the latest;

(3) That CSIS operations shall adhere to the WMO Technical Regulations and should generate, as needed, new Technical Regulations pertinent to the advancement of operational climate services;

(4) That the implementation of CSIS should be guided by the Commission for Climatology;

(5) That the core operational CSIS products should be standardized in terms of production, presentation, delivery and verification;

(6) That CSIS will promote consensus-based approaches to facilitate common understanding and user appreciation of uncertainties through, inter alia, Climate Outlook Forums;

(7) That CSIS should be guided by the long-term vision of providing an authoritative source of climate information required for climate services at global, regional and national scales;

Requests the Secretary-General:

(1) To promote CSIS and its benefits to partnering agencies, particularly within the United Nations system in the spirit of the United Nations “delivering as one”, and pursue partnerships at all levels to meet the objectives of CSIS within the GFCS;
(2) To raise the requirements for CSIS implementation (infrastructure and human resources aspects) with the relevant institutions and potential sponsors;

(3) To ensure that CSIS takes advantage of, and makes operational, advances in research that improve climate information and predictions, and that effective communications on requirements and feedback be established with the research community;
Requests the Commission for Climatology:

(1) To take the leading role in the implementation of CSIS;

(2) To work towards ensuring the quality of climate information underpinning the climate services, by establishing technical standards in the form of WMO Technical Regulations;
(3) To work closely with the Commission for Basic Systems to ensure that the development and implementation of CSIS takes full advantage of the capabilities of the WWW;

Urges all Members, regional associations and relevant technical commissions:

(1) To support the implementation of CSIS by hosting and operating centres of excellence for providing climate information; supporting the required education and training, hiring and retention of qualified climate specialists; developing and sharing the tools for production of high-quality climate products and predictions; making recommendations on standards for CSIS products; and facilitating the flow of information and feedback across global, regional and national scales;

(2) To help National Meteorological and Hydrological Services and other relevant climate entities to use the products derived from CSIS to address the climate-related information needs of user communities at national and local scales;

(3) To collaborate as needed in inter-commission and interregional efforts required for the effective and seamless operation of CSIS.
