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Summary and purpose of document

This document summarizes the outcome of the meeting of the Joint CCl/CBS Expert Team on Regional Climate Centres (RCCs) held in Offenbach, Germany, from 12 to 14 October 2011, with the purpose of higlighting the key recommendations made regarding RCC designation and implementation. 
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to to review the outcomes of this meeting and address any potential issues requiring action by the Team.
REPORT FROM ET ON RCCs
1.
Summary report
The meeting of the joint CCl/CBS Expert Team on Regional Climate Centres (ET RCC) was held from 12 to 14 October 2011 at DWD Headquarters in Offenbach, Germany. The ET RCC is chaired by Mike Coughlan (Australia) and co-chaired by Stefan Rösner (Germany). In addition to the chair and co-chair the meeting was also attended by Rupa Kumar Kolli (WMO Secretariat), Peer Hechler (WMO Secretariat), Janita Pahalad (Australia), Caio Coelho (Brazil), Ryuji Yamada (Japan), Kiyoharu Takano (Japan) and Wassila Thiaw (USA). Dr. Kolli stressed the important role WMO RCCs are expected to play in the implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) and highlighted the nature of the Expert Team as a joint CCl/CBS undertaking to ensure most efficient guidance for WMO RCC implementation. 

The Meeting was briefed on the background and current status of WMO Regional Climate Centres in all WMO Regional Associations (RA) in terms of concept and implementation. At the moment only two RCC have been designated in RA II (TCC, Japan and BCC, China). Some RCCs and RCC-network are undergoing the demonstration phase in RA I and RA II and an RCC-network has successfully completed the demonstration phase in RA VI and started the process for formal designation.  No RCC has yet been designated or started the demonstration phase in RA III, RA IV and RA V, but this is expected to happen in the near future. RA III is planning to stablish two RCC-networks and one RCC. RA IV is planning to stablish a RCC network for the English speaking countries. RA V is producing climate services in the Pacific areas that could form a sound basis on which to develop a RCC network. The Meeting discussed the current status of RCC implementation worldwide and provided updates to the document ‘Regional Climate Centres – status by Region’, as ANNEX 3 of the ET RCC meeting report, which is available at
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/opace/documents/ET-RCC-Final-Report-2011.pdf
The meeting addressed various aspects of RCC operations and the ET RCC agreed to develop in close liaison with CCl OPACE 1 experts a common syntax to uniquely identify WMO RCC products in the GISC catalogue. The Team also noted the need for operational RCC products to always reflect the current status of scientific knowledge and  recommends that, in order to operate at effective scientific levels, all WMO RCCs develop an internal research and development programme as well as liaison mechanisms with the wider research community, such as regional CLIVAR panels, universities, research institutions and programmes etc, with appropriate guidance to be included in the RCC Guidelines Document.

The Expert Team addressed RCC-related training aspects that would enable NMHSs to fully understand RCC products and convert them into national climate services. The Team was informed of the current training programme of RCC Tokyo and agreed that it could serve as a good example for RCC-related training activities. The Group noted the long-term dimension of successful training and capacity building, and stressed the importance of appropriate follow-up activities to any training event. Relevant requirements for training and capacity development are outlined in ANNEX 5 of the ET RCC meeting report (see link above). The Expert Team encourages WMO RCCs to establish appropriate training programmes and agreed that the Team would liaise with WMO ETR Programme in order to identify and to develop suitable training activities and materials for RCC staff and users.

The Meeting was presented with current RCC product examples from RCC Tokyo and the RA VI Pilot RCC-Network as provided through their respective WebSites. The Meeting noted with appreciation that both Websites present a variety of products in accordance with the RCC mandatory functions. The Group furthermore noted that the network character of the RA VI Pilot RCC-Network poses special challenges w.r.t. a consistency in product access. The Team emphasized the need to clearly highlight which products are RCC products and which products are generated under a different responsibility. The Expert Team strongly recommended the clear labelling of all RCC products, which preferably should be provided through dedicated RCC WebPages. 

The Meeting discussed co-ordination aspects of RCCs with relevant global, regional and national entities and mechanisms. The Expert Team recommended that principles for WMO RCCs liaising with other relevant CSIS entities and mechanisms be included in the RCC Guidance Document. Such principles might include inter alia the establishment of formalised arrangements with individual GPCs to allow for the exchange of data, products and expertise beyond globally agreed minimum requirements in order to facilitate RCC downscaling efforts. The Expert Team recommended that WMO RCCs take principle responsibility for the generation of technical inputs to RCOFs, and in particular for the current status of the climate system in the region of interest and for the seasonal outlooks.  

Regarding the Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU), the Expert Team emphasised the user role of WMO RCCs with respect to this product. In addition, WMO RCCs might provide regional perspectives as input for the GSCU as well as contribute to the GSCU pilot phase by providing dedicated feedback on the structure, content and timeliness of the GSCUs. Expert Team Chair to seek advice from the CCl Task Team on GSCU on specific input requirements from, and roles to be played by, WMO RCCs in the generation and uptake of the GSCU.

The Meeting was presented with the draft RCC Guidance Document on WMO RCCs (ANNEX 6 of the ET RCC meeting report, see link on previous page) and agreed that finalising a first working draft was a high priority deliverable for the current intersessional period. WMO Secretariat will submit the current draft RCC Guidance Document to the upcoming CCl Management Group meeting for perusal and advice as appropriate.  

 

