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Summary and purpose of document

This document contains the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the ET-ELRF, as approved at CBS-Ext.(10). 
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to review its ToR and agree on proposed amendments to be presented to CBS-XV, in September 2012.  
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE ET-ELRF

The Terms of Reference for the Expert Team on Extended- and Long-Range Forecasting are as follows:
(a)
On the basis of requirements from Regional Climate Centres (RCCs), Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs) and NMHSs, and in the context of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), guide future development, outputs and coordination of components in the production of LRF. The components include Global Producing Centres (GPCs), Lead Centres for Long-range Forecast Multi-model Ensembles (LC-LRFMME), and the Lead Centre for the Standardized Verification System for Long-range Forecasts (LC-SVSLRF);

(b)
In coordination with CCl, promote the use of GPC and LC forecast and verification products by RCCs, RCOFs and NMHSs, develop interpretation guidance to facilitate their use, and encourage feedback on usefulness and application;

(c)
Report on production, access, dissemination and exchange of LRF products and provide recommendations for future consideration and adoption by CAS, CCl, CBS and other appropriate bodies;

(d)
In consultation with relevant experts in CAS and CCl and with the Coordination Group on Forecast Verification, review developments in verification scores and practices with a view to updating the Standardized Verification System for Long-range Forecasts (SVSLRF);

(e)
Assess applications for GPC status against the designation criteria and make recommendations on designation to CBS;

(f)
Review the rules regarding user access to GPC and LC-LRFMME forecasts products;

(g)
Review the status of extended-range forecasting activities and promote the exchange of extended-range forecasts and verification products;

(h)
Promote international cooperation and research on initialized predictions for timescales longer than seasonal and report on potential for operational predictions to CBS and CCl;

(i)
Review the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) and propose updates as necessary concerning extended and long-range forecasts.

