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Item:   2

ENGLISH ONLY


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting 

The Meeting of the CBS Expert Team on Ensemble Prediction Systems will open at 10:00 a.m. on Monday 6 February 2006 at the Met Office UK Headquarters, Exeter, UK.  General information ontraveling to Met Office UK can be found at the web-site: 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/corporate/location/exeter.html
The documents for the meeting will be available at the WMO Web-site as soon as they become available at:  

http://www.wmo.int/web/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html
2.   
Organization of the meeting 

2.1  Approval of the agenda.  The Meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.    

2.2  Agreement of working arrangements.  The Meeting will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work including the working hours.  The documents will be available in English only and the meeting will be conducted in the English language.    

3.   
Introduction by the Chair   

The Chairman of the Expert Team, Mr Ken Mylne will provide introductory remarks regarding the work of the Expert Team, including progress to date, and the Terms of Reference adopted at CBS-XIII (2005).  

4.   
Advances in the science and capabilities of EPS 

The Meeting will review significant advances in the science and capabilities of EPS systems, the correct interpretation of EPS forecasts, and the use of EPS for targeting of observations.  

5.   
EPS output products required for international exchange from GDPFS Centres 

The Meeting will review the list of fields and products that should be distributed, taking into account the needs for severe weather forecasting and the requirements of all relevant WMO Programmes, in the light of any significant changes in EPS systems; and consider the need for updates to the relevant sections of the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) concerning the list of output products available for international exchange and dissemination.  The meeting is also invited to consider what procedures needed to exchange EPS data.  The Meeting will develop requirements for the dissemination of products, to assist the OPAG on ISS in determining the appropriate means of dissemination to assess telecommunication implications.  

6.   
Short-range and regional EPS systems 

The Meeting will review progress on the development of short-range and regional EPS, and prepare ways to make best operational usage of these developments.  If appropriate the Meeting will propose updates to the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) to reflect the operational availability of such systems.

7.  
 Application of EPS for severe weather forecasting

The Meeting will review progress on and discuss the application of EPS for severe weather forecasting.

8.  
 EPS Verification 

The Meeting will review progress of the Lead Centre on Verification of EPS products and address the question of the best way to present the skill of EPS, the need for guidance on the interpretation of verification, and to consider the need for an update to recommendations on verification measures taking particular account of:

· The needs of regional ensembles,

· The needs for severe weather forecasting,

· The need to take account of regional climate variations and the base-rate effect (with reference to paper by Hamill), and

· Statistical significance of results.  

9.   
Training activities and future needs 

The Meeting will review the progress on training activities and the requirement for additional regional sessions, any changes to the syllabus of training workshops, as well as alternative approaches to train and maintain a practical level of knowledge in the use of EPS products by operational forecasters.    

10. 
 Update on THORPEX/TIGGE and the potential benefits for the GDPFS programme of the World Weather Watch 

Review the developments under TIGGE and the potential benefits for the World Weather Watch, to ensure effective implementation of the new technologies and products within the GDPFS; 

consider the relationship between CBS, the ET and THORPEX and propose suitable representation on THORPEX management committees.

11.  
Any other business  


The Meeting will consider any other business arising. 

12.
Closing 

The closure of the Meeting is anticipated by 17:00 on Friday, 10 February 2006.  

